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Avoidance 

On June 1·4 1953 we took poctures in the werft and 
wanted someone sitting in front of !Nai's skerm. We asked 
!Ungka to do this. She complied but when we asked her to sit 
beside the door on the side for the men she objected because 
it is taboo for a woman to sit in the(Jlen's place. I knew 
by then that there is some relaxation in the observances of the 
taboos so as it was so important for the picture to have her in 
the sun a I asked her to stay for just a few minutes. This 
she did. 

. May 27 1953 

Copied from misc. notes of thes date. 
All notes on page resolved and or copied. 

//Kushay would not sit where the old men had been sitting. 
She said if young women sat there wh n the women went to urinate 

they might pass blood. This was after we had made a recording 
of the old men talking about the choama. They had sat in the 
dance circle. We had wanted the women to sit at the same 
place to sing vecause the microph1o$e was set up. The women 
would not sit in the same place. w did not tr~ to insist. 
The women said the old menrnay be poison. 
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