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Child training: 

Jautscha, Nov. 3 '52. Kt"..os·hay, Il of helmet. 

ho~ old is -a baby before it learns to talk~ 
( Points to a chilj of about 2 or 3) 

do~ well does he talk then" Can anyone understand him'f 
rte is un~erstood, whatever he says. 

~hat age is a child when he starts trying to takl~ 
At the age of Kooshay 1 s youngest Hama. Y,ti.M.,a.. 

no½ does the mother help him learn~ 
J.he motherhe~ps him, she says, 11 Don't say this, say it like this. 11 

;...,OE;S the child. repeat wham. the mother s~_si;s'. 
Kooshay says that the child Hama is too young to understand 
anything that is said to her. S~e can't teach her yet. 

iiepeat&a question. 
As soon as the chili starts trying to speak, the mother says somet bing 
and. the chilQ imitates. 

~hat do people think of o chill that is very slow learning to speak? 
If a child is old a.nd still unable to speak, that chil1 is taken as 
a person who can neither speak nor hear . 

.0 ,-1.t v,hat 1t.1ould people think if the child just made nonsence sounds~ 
lhey ,ould just leave him. They woilan't take him to the medecine 
man. 

~ould a mother help someone elses child to speak~ 
A woman will correct the speach of another woman' 
say" You must say this instead of that." 

chill. bhe will 

I •. 
~ill a ~oman nurse another woman's chilJ~ 

Youn5 nama, oldesL aa1. laughs at this. ) 

,1hen does a mother stop .ursing a child's 
On the day that a seconQ child is born. 

no½ does thb mother make the child stop~ 

.1. o, vha t they d.'on I t do. 

~he chil~ is not made to stop. Gne will take one breast, the 
other vJ ill take the other. 

rlow does a chiid finally stop n~rsingt 
nhen he is abo·J t the age of /G~Jshay, son of ! u. 

Ani how does the mother get a child to stop, 
lhe chill is given food in addition to milk, until the child chooses 
NXX~ the other food. 

If a child who had already stopped nJrsing ~anted to n~rse to comfort 
himself aftb _ being frightened, would the mother let him~ 
If he has stopped he has Jsually stopped for good, he ¼ill not com~ 
to the breast a5ain. 



\ 

"'hen is a ch .l.lJ. expec te·d. to con troll his bla.ider ani bowels 'i 
i,hen he is about three feet high . 

.. hat does the mother d.o about getting tbe child to controll himself, 
1he child is left alone until it is old enough to know that it 
m~stn't Jrinate an~ ~efecate in the werft. 

10w ..:iocs the mother teach him ~;hen he is ol enou.g'.h. 
~he tells him not to Jninate in thG ho..1se bit for defecation she 
~oesn't tell him. ~ven at that age he is ashamed. to defecate in 
the ho..1se. 

rlow does he kno~ not to~ 
'lhe child knows that if he defecates in the ho-1se the parents vvill 
say harsh things to him. 

DOW ..:ioes the chilj know to go off to the bJsh to defecate~ 
.1.he .. other tE:-11s him, u Jo off behind that tree, b-1t do not do it in 
the open air. 

ls that when he says he tas to or is there an appointed tree~ 
ihe child is not told by anyone; whea he feels like iefecating he 
goss off where he won't be seen by anyone. 

Is a child told that it is shamef..11 to defecate in pJblicl 
A child is told that it is shamefv.l to defecate in public: 

ls he told that it is more shameful than to .1rinate in p..1blic°' 
~he child is told that he m..1stn 1 t ~efecate in the werft because 
it makes a very baJ smell. rination isn't as smelly. 

w·hat about 1t1hen the chilj is very young~ 
·1hen be mother mJst pick up the bowel movement and throw it a~ay. 

LJOes thb mother lo this ~ntil the child ls old enough to go o~t 
by himself or J.oes shs ever take hiHl OLl t. 
lf she sees that the chil is abo..1t to defecate, she takes him oJt, 
far away. !here the child is allows~ to defecate anJ then the mother 

L orings him back. 

At what age is a chil~ allo~e~ to sleep away from it's mother. 
A chil~ sleeps a¼ay from it's mother when it is the age of rlama. ( • 1 
, ola.e st hama. ) 1i naa 6oes to sleep "· i th her grand:no thee. Go. /de,,.&.tv.: 
ls this after her first rrenstrJation? 
~he sleeps ~ith h0 . grandmother until her first menstrJation. Then 
she ~..1st stay inside the hoilse ..1ntil she stops menstruating, then she 
is washea an~ can go about where she likes. 

hen Joes a boy sleep away from his mother~ 
~aybe 4 1

• tle is taken to his grandmother. 
a small hJt is constructed for him. 

" hen he ' s ab Oll t 3 ' ta 11. 
If there is no granimothr 

,1hat j_o parents teach a chilj not to do~ 1he ch~l.i is tdllJ.: .i..1on 1 t 
do anything wi~hoJt asking me. ~o chiliren ask like this. Yes, 
they ::lo. ·ihat is con's'idered a bad thing for chil1ren to do'i 'lo 
speak against a big person. 0~ch as~ If an adJlt reb..1ke1 a chilj they 
don't ½ant the child to talk back.how io th0y teach a chil~ not 
to answer back when an olJer person speaks to it~ ihty se~ if a 
chil::i is going to be cheeky v,hen he's little if he answers back when 
he is reb~kea. how do thEy teach a chil~ not to answer back~ If a 
chil~ has been toll not to lo a thins he won't. 



3. ov. 3. Observation: VGry permissive behavior on the part of the 
mothers. i.-ee!ai's /Guyshay won't let anyone pick him up b-1t his mother. 
rl6 won't \1alk, ae Li.and.ing J.pon his ffiother. Same applies to /Gow, 
Kooshay's baby. l & /Qii's. ) 0am& applies, bJ.t he bOes around alone 
more. He won't have his eyes treatei, she won't make him. As the 
opposite, /GJyshay of /1Jma ani he aior~s ~ornaN se&rns to have 
no resenLnent for iserper. This /GJ.yshay does some work, he gets 
for his parents; i.e. ~J asked him to get her a tin can fron her 
skerm and he got it gu.ickly and. pleasantly. Of course, he's a bit 
old6r. 

'l'alxing /Go 1 1 med.ec ine and /G.J.yshay his som. 
/3~yshay comes along, and, althou.gh his father is b~sy making string, 
sby~ , m ba~ hold's father's leg. bather looks at child, says m ba 
in echo, continJse workins. ~.J.yshay says mba a5ain, father echoes 
¼itho-1t looking J.p. lhis contin es for perhaps fifteen times, then 
\JOhn,m. comes u.p to photograph. Livtle /G,iyshay is wearing a cocoon 
rattle on his leg, and objects to being photogra~h&d. He cries 
an~ hi~es. 1hen lies down and kicks and twists. 1o stop his crying 
/dow says moa hopef~lly, three or four times, ~ithoJt success, then 
gives .1p. 

L-
r ~·,alking . .Kooshay 1L1C teaching little Hama to walk. 

bets the baby down a few steps away, holds ~ut her arms, the oaby 
runs into them. . .. ore play fdl than anytning. 

/Oshay ( mother of little /Nisa. ) 

Abou.t how ola are chil~ren ½hen they start ~alking~ At the age of /~isa. 
ls there a way that the &others train the baby to walk or ao they 
let the baby o :tts own way~ f.1.he baby str . .J.ggles herself ... mtil she 
walks. ls it hara for babies to learn to valk~ Yes, it is done 
gradu.ally .1ntil jl,he baby ~~ alks by itself. About how big is a ba.by 
when it 11 alks ·avmy from 1 t' s mother. fJ. ; isa walks ago.1 t 5' off, 
then comes back. Aoo.1t ho~ big is a chill ½hen the ~other feels 
it safe to let the; chill 6 0 off b itselr, ,hen it is about 3t ' 
tall. 

f rlow oii:; is a baby vvhen it is v1eandd As big as /Gasa \ /Oshay' s older 
da~~ Abo~t 2t' high. ) nhat if the mother has an older baby before 
that~ ~he kseps them both, makes the first one stop nursing. If she 
has a small nu.rsing ababy and then another~ &he keeps them both 

L 

and nurses both. In that case does she wean the oLies t one sooner~ 
Yes. In case a Jaby m~st be weaned before its time, what do they 
f~&J it~ ~angetti and a little rhubabb ( that veldkos that tastes 
1 ikb rhubalDb ) and on ion vel-ikos. lhc-y s ta~np the food. a.0.::1. mix it 
with some other veljkoses, namely: sha. AlEo v~ater. J.\.1.ixe.i and stirred 
and eaten like forrige. 

If a mothsr s milk dries, the baby is given water. How Joas it 
~o on ~ater~ ihis onlf goes on for a short time, if the mother's 
mikl aries, 1he mothers chest is pressed on both si~es ani she is 
given meat soLlp, pretty soon the milk comes back. ls the velukos 
named gooa for a baby w0aned before it's time~ Can a baby eat meat? 
Y6s. ~1ha t do thE:.y do to .neat, If a baby has teeth it is given a 
piece t ~ chew. If not, the ~0at is pounded first. How is a baby 
weaned1 A baby isn't weaned. If il wants to drink it can, or it 
1~aves the breast by itself. l It's own volition. ) In a case where 
one c hilu. followed another- too closely, \vhic h c hil..1. woJ.L.1 have priority. 

e are JJ..1s h;nen, aad have only 01-1.r own .nil k t·o give. de pea t0d 
q estion. lhe younger child. has prtor-ity. lf the situation arose 
where the olier chili ¼ante~ to nJrsb b0t coJldn't, what~ e ¼OJld 
oe given only water and f'ooj_. 
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~ J.-.. ojesty /Gshay infor,riant. ) 
.. hen lo they p.1t clothes on a baby"i At the age of /Nis.a. 
hhen jo they teach a chill to keep he clothes on'i A girl is given 
a kaross of d..1iker at aooJ.t th& aeE of /Gasa. ,,hat do they tell 
a yo ,.1ng girl abou. t \vearin3 clothes, rlhey t6ll her- 11 Here is a kaross 
and you ill,lSt wear it every day beca,lse yo~ are a girl and yo~ mustn't 
be naked. Are young girls glad to get a kaross, Yes, they are 
v0ry glad. -1 ho gives her the kaross 'i l 'he father. I have seen that 
little girls are carefu.l of ho¼ they wear their kaross and apron. 
Yes, they are taaght this by their mother's an aunts.; they are 
ta..1ght that because th&y are girls and they mJst be tid.'y. 
ao people say about girls that aren't tidy~ That means that 
that child's parents never taagh~ her to be clean and tidy. 
ls it considered shamef~l for a little girl to be careless of ho¼ 
she ½ears her kaross~ If a girl wears her kaross loosely, it is 
so shameful that the parents have to speak to the gcbrl. ,,hat 
do they say~ You. are a girl, and you mJstn't let anyone see your 
private parts. ls carelessness v~·orse in a boy or in a girl 'i In 
a girl. A boy is taJght by his father, a mother has nothing to 1o 
\,vith a boy. 

Ho½ lliu.Ch does thG father have to da with teaching a 3irl~ The fathe • 
also tells h8r to Look aftbr h0r kaross, but he speaks shamefully. 
ihen he comes to th6 mother an.:l tells her to tell the girl. novv 
aboJt male relativesi ~o they tell a girl ~bout SJCh thin~s~ 
lhe girl's father's brother is also ashamed. He says shamefu.lly 
to the girl, 11 'vihy don't yoJ look aftisr your kaross." Is it ju.st 
as bad f'o1~ a 6 irl to oe care less as for a 11voman ', G-ro\"Jn people are e 
even worse than girls, they know the a.ifference between good e.nd 
vvrong. 

/Ga shay has described how people feel about young .~•irls anJ. karosses, 
how do they feel about babies ana aprons~ 1he same. lf a baby's 
apron is as.Kew they p..1t is :tight. uoes thE father as vvell as the 
mother p~t thb baby's apron right~ he is shamefJl about it but 

l the baby is only young. 

101rv m1.1ch is expectC:;;d of 0, 6 irl of /Gasa' s age to help her ,.other1 
6he is expected to get water. xisxx~~xaxx~ uhe saii: to pick 
JP an ostcich egg, fi~ixi~xx~t~xxa~~ take it to the water hole, fill 
it ½ith water, an.J. bring it back. J ls that all~ ~ometimes, if 
there is no woo~, she is to go and collect firewood. Anything 
else, 1.1 ·etching water, wood, and 1,-,1hen the parents are off for veljkos 
she digs too. fihat if' the girl doesn't want to do these things·~ 
.Lhen the :nother will go alone anJ 1ivhen she co.n6·s oa.ck wi lh foo.:J. she 
gives it to the lltlle 5irl 'l"v itho-1t saying a word. 0he leav8s her 
alone. how ctoes the girl f~el then: 1he reason th& 5&rl ref~sed 
is that thE., other girls are playing an:t she v.:antE..j_ to stay 'with them. 
now dees the girl feel when the mother ji.1st gives her food without 
saying anything, bometimes she fe8ls pity, sometim6s she says 
11 Ach, . it's too far to v~h(;)re my mother· v-.ent, it's 6 00.i that I stayed." 
now often woJll the mother ask the girl to go~ 0he asks only 
once, then leaves her alone. he next .J.ayshe asks again, b-1}6nly once. 
• f she agrees, they go. therwise the nother · goes alone. 

Conlen~ation: ) Ihe girl usialli refuses if the sun is hot. If 
ehe p12rsistantly refuses they say f1hy j_on' t you do as the cbther 
girls J.o, 11 lf it's c loud.y she' 11 go. lheydon' t p,1nash a girl 
for refusing to go. lhey never p nish a child. 

l Conaensatioo: J A girl learns to dig veldkos by imitating th8 mo 
mother. lf the veldkos is near a girl of /Gasa's age will go out 
alone. Little chlliren 3et lost if they 6 0 far. tR , ii- L .. ZJ-9 
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Copied from notes of June 1 1953 
filed under words. 

~Gow son -of //Kushay took after me with a stick when 
(oS I tried to get his picrure, pushing a tin with a stick. 

Then he ran off to his skerm. I turned back, giving up the 
>i ('\ '\ 1 , picture. When I looked around he was there with an 

assigai after me, and Ntaishi, his brother after him .. 
L_Nlaishi took the assegai and put it back up in the skerm .. 



r 

Co;pied from misc. note of June 25 1953 
now filed under miscl~neous 

r The children were playing and dancing together in the 
dance circle one morning. I stopped to watch them and tried 
to get Mrs. Scherz in time to get a picture. That she 
missed as the children stopped playing to come up to us. 
Thechildren started to slap her, then turned to me. She went 
on to something else, I sat'3.ed a whil~. The children would 
run up to me slap me. tun bidk. I held out my hand to receive 
the slaps T~y slapped ~ery hard. with all their might, glaring 
fiercely at me. They would dart back, staying in their little 
group, sometines holding on to each other between sallies, and 
then dart at me again. This went on for a minute or two. It 
swemed quite a long time. Then //Kushay came and stopped them. 
She seemed to be a little concerned but was not haesh with 
the children. They stopped at once when she came among them 
and told them to. 

The children wewe were as follows: 
1/Kushay, daughter of /Qui and /Gasa just under 3 yrs 
Xama daughter of Gao Helmet and //Kuahay about 2 yrs 

Gao son of /Qui and//Kushay about 3 yrs. 
a !Ungka daughter of Bo and Bau about 3 yrs . 

• 
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Copied note, no date on note - n 14\a,i..\ k (} •~ I:, 17 • 
This happened ond morning in June, i953, before tNai;s 

marriage. We were ha\Hng a conference with ~goms ;ifTomd at the 

time about the people's complaining that we fa'lfored<_;ome and 

not others in givin~mealie meal. 
·-lir . r-~ c.:C . INai came back to the werf~ from the d1&eer1on of the water 

hole sobbing and angry and upset. DilAi got up from where she 

had been sitting by the fire, went to INai and took her hands 

in hers. The gesture did not e~press affection; its purpose 

was to restrain +Nai. INai s1<g~ggled to get away but DilAi held 

her firmly. INai cried unrestrainedly. Her mother held her 

for a minute or so till she seemed calmer then let her go. 

tNa·still sobbing a little walked directly to their skerm 

and took her father's assegai and started back toward the 

water hole. DilAi again went to her and took the assegai away 

from her and stuck it in the ground beside the skerm where it had 

been before. INai di not resist. She stood grJually quieting 

her sobs and then went on about something else. 

lNai said she and Zuma had had a fight and that Zuma 

had thrown a stone at her. (Zuma is married; about 20 yrs.ol~. 

!Nai is about 8/ 
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\ L-l :> (--Norna has a third tooth coming, May 16 1953. J1She is standing 
to nurse. She likes to eat other food now, ~eat anything. 
When she sees people eating she takes the food from them. 

Norma can crawl and pull herself up to stand. She stands 
with her feet wide apart and an anzious expression as though 
she did not know how to get down again. 
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