
lfu ~Harvard University , 
, - Dept. of Social Relations 

' 
March 20, 1953 

Dear Jo: 

T~~nks for letting me see Mrs. Marshall's letter to Laur1ston 
Ward . Always interested in Kinship, and pa.rticule.rly in the ME+rshall's 
Bushman. 

(Mrs. M. is certainly not the first to wonder 0 how often anthro-
pologists get really to the rock bottom of th ~ngs. 0 Perhaps its only 
the Archaeologist who can literally do that.) 

I hope Mrs . M. consistently probes around to find. the overall 
theory which can embrace seeming contradictions -- certainly in kinship., 
if not all over, the seeming contradictions are one of the most fruitful 
a.venues 1D explore. ( The Yap man who said he could not irake sexually • 
tinged ,1okes about his brothers wifenbecause she 1s like my mother and 
I might marry her when my brother dies" gave me a delightful - non-
Freudian - headache.) 

'rhe ttname-callingn is interesting and_ al though 1 t 1s not common, 
it is reported. Not being Murdock I can't cite tribal names and mono-
f7ra1)hs from memory, but it is particularly found awong the Austral1Ans 
and If I am not mistaken some Nigrito groups, either Ph1111peans or 
Malay. Among the Yir Yorunt ( R.L. Sharp), if I am not grossly in 
err0r, for one. 

Where a particular relationship is unknown or lacking, and where 
the only socially defined relationships are ~inshlp relationships, 
treating a man who has no relationship but same name aB ego as if he 
were the social equ1valant of e~o thereby links him ~1th a whole group 
of persons otherwise \s trangers. Mrs. M. makes this point clearly. 
Bu t the Yir Yorunt gimm1k helps understand their way of doing 1t. Current 
History, among the Y1r Yorunt, 1s only a repeat of Ancient History. 
Names given ~to children are the names of Ancient Ones . If, in 
history, Bill and his Wife Suzy ha.d a son whose name was JHke, then con-
temporary Bill, whose wife is Suzy, know that they will have a son vhose 
name will be ike. Now if I run accross a person hose kinship r =ia-
tionship to me cannot be traced, or is a r parently lacking, I simply refer 
to the. history "book 0

• There i is Mr1 tten (or spoken) who he is to me, 
and so I assume that the current fellow bears the same relationship to 
me althou~h it may be, for some reas n, obscured now. Of course., there 
is a constant sub-rosa rewriting of history to bring it up to date and 
in line 1ni th current developments, and correspondingly., an a ttemnt to 
make· current events conform to history, One general outcome of this is 
that names as such tend to be chartable in kinship terms; .ioe is always 
Ellen's husband, and they always have children 'l'om, John and sometimes 
others. The mother of eve ry Tom is u sually Ellen; the father of every 
tom 1s usually Joe, etc. 

Mrs. M. might be able to say , hether the Bushman deal pa.rteJces of 
this hi.story gimmik in some form or other. If they confine themselves 
to only a few names, then 1t may ,ell be that the names have more 
significance than ,iust l able s to identify people wi th. The names ma_y 
be history bound. The fact that the actual relationship between Ego 
and another person 1.s overriden and the "name 0 relatio nship used instea.a ., 
even thou~h gene olog1cally felse, suggests something like this. 
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I ~o uld also enquire ~hether na.mes are used as direct terms of 
address, and kinship terms confined to situat ons of reference only 
or mostly. For with such a system, 'tme name is almost synonymous 
w1th the kinship term. 

The arrangement of categorizing the descendents of immediate 
collaterals(brothers children, sisters children,) and own aescendents 
to ~enerations a ay (childreds children) with persons of ego's own 
generation sounds extremely interesting and I hope that Mrs .. rete a good full picture of it. It sounds like a kind of alternat1n~ 
generation arrangement of a sort I've not heard of before but \\½11ch 1s 
auite reasonable. In effect, 1f I understand it, grandchildren end 
the ~randchildren of e~o(s s1bl1n~s are elevated either to ego(s om 
or ep-o( s parent's fTeneration, depending on th6 1dent1 ty of their names 
ri th members of those ~enerations. I'd want to ~no ~h1ch kinshio 

cate~or1es this applies to, whether it invariably happens or only rarely 
rhen the names happen to coincide by chance, and hether it 1s confined 

to persons in only one or tv.o types of relationship (joking and 
avoid ance, joking and resnect, etc.) 

Althou~h I can't pass as an expert on the South fr1ca.n Beritu, 
I am not a,p.are of any of these customs a ni on@." them, . The only possible 
ouestion would be Hottentot -- I don't kno r them at all, and the theory 
th.at th 0 y are the oldest inhabitants.-- barring- bushmen -- nould make 
reference to them wor th looking 1nto. 

Sup;p-est avoiding the usage ••very exop.:amous 0
; they either are or 

are not, depending on point of reference --lineage , kindred, local 
rou o, or what . 

It is ost unlikely that a small wandering Rroup like bushmen are 
unilineal or double descent. Un111neal ~roups are usual only in 
relatively lar e, relatively ~11 properties eoples---I kno the 
Hopi ere not large and are not rich - but compared to bushmen they are. 

But these checks on unilineal structure would be helpful; NOT 
betvreen f a thers bro end fa sis, but bet _reen fathers brother and mothers 
brother, fathers sister and mothers sister. 

If these bushmen are 11 b1lateral" or-mult111neal", es they seem to 
be, 11th a na trilineal bias (but matrilocal in residence???) then there 
is a real hard problem, for not too much has been orked out on 
bilateral structures. Critical points: (1) mom can you and horn 
can't you marry? (a) preferential marriage - mothers brothers dau~hter, 
W. oBrDa or FaS1Da, etc. ( b) unrelated person but of the LanFtuag-e stock 
etc(then whet happens to the "name 0 relation?) (2) How far on both s1aes 
do you count kin'? Very few peoples a.re symetrically bilateral --1.e. 
count kin equally distant on all sides, through mother to moMo, ,oFa, MoFaN o, MoMoMo, etc and throup.:h father to FaMo, FaF, It,aFaFa, FaFaMo, etc. 
This can be p1c~ed up from Geneolog1es since if you non't count kin 
three or four times removed on one side but do on the dr:ther, the not-
counted kin ~ho existed tend to be forgotten (3) dietin~uish between 
these who are all descended from one person 1 · ng ago, and those who 
form a ~roup ho are only related throu~h a single relationship - so 
that my mothers sisters are not consanfu1neal kin of my fathers brothers 
children, but are part of the se.me kindred or group of 11 relatives.,. 
If the named, or unnamed but functionally distinct groups all trace 
descent from one long-ago man (or women) then there 1s un111neal 



i 

3 

group of some sort, If the group only is internally related through 
affina.l links here ·and there, dbut not ·'"d.Irec1Hy, then 1t 1s a kindren. 
(4) pin down every case of residence to; show general trends and the 
k inds of except1 one that iend to occur J Re s1d.ence oan be pa tr1local-
w1 th husbands father; matrilocal, w.lth wifes father; bilocal - with 
either husbands or wifes fathe:nt neolocal, anywhere except with 
husbands or wifes father; al ternafing one · yea.r w1 th husbands father, 
one year witP ~ifes father; avunc~lgcal -- with mothers brother 
or am1 t1loca.l--w1 th fathers sister '·I this NEVERha.ppen .e so far as we 
know). (a) Get the v~hy's of residence - rhy peopi"e lived ~tiere they 
did. end -(h) good test is crisis -- what happens when catastrophe 
h11:3 the band, who moves where and v.hy . 

If I can be of any more help than this, 1 1 d be happy to. 

Sincerely, 

s/ David 



.. rs. Lorna Ma.rsh 11 
Grootfontein 
South West Africa 

Dear Mrs. Marsh 11: 

PEABODY MUSEUM 
OF _ 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

CAMBRIDGE 38 , MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 

Aoril 17, 1953 

I have been hearing great things about your field ork 
from Jo and Lauri ton, but had n d~a that you wer 0~~1ng 
inten ively 1th the difficult sub., t of k nsh p untB. Jo gave· 
me your data on [nshin terminology to look over. 

Kinshin is not my snecia ty, but I know enough about th 
subject to be in a nosition to say that the genealogy work you have 
done is extremely good and ould do credit to a rofessional social 
anthropologist. 

On the theory that two opinions are better than one Jo 
also asked Dr. David Schneider, a Social Anthrooolog st 1n the 
Social Relations Department here, to evaluate your data and Dr. 
Schneider's opinion agrees 1th mine. As a matter of fact thi 
letter should be taken as coming from both of us. 

We both feel that e could profitably spen t several 
days going over your data to make a thorough goinp:- study of 1 t, 
but as you can ell realize "seversl dsys" are hard to set aside 
for any s ngle project in the midst of a teachin~ term. Hence 
our su~~estions to you are based on a briefer examination of your 
data than e ould de \ ote to it f circumstances rere different. 
We ill continue exam ning your charts with n ·th next fe, e ks 

nd may have additions tow-rite you later on, but fo t moment 
are an 1 us to end along a fe sug~ sticns to catch thi 

eks' mail. It may be that you have alreao_y followed thes 
leads and nswered these uest bns en f so nlease i~nore them 
and for~ive us for having overlooked points in your terminological 
data. 

Dr. Schnelder whose knowledge of kinshln systems is 
far wider than mine bellev s that Bushman system ls a classic 
eval!'vle of what kinshio sn cia.lists call nthe Eskimo" kinsbio 
system , which incidently is what our own Ernd h end American 
systems conform to. 

F rst, of all , 1 t Mould be useful to ha.ve a list of 
specific marital prohibition and pref rences. In other woras tfl,~ 
who should Ego not marry sna ho would be the 1 eal mate~ 

Second. Who amonp: Ego's relative's er mar-riea to 
each other? I presume you already have this kind of information 
among your genealogica materials. 



Mre. L. K. Marshall, 2 

Third. Can a man marry his mother's brother's great 
granddaughter (class1f1cator1ly) , or anyone three generations 
below him? By generations, of course, I refer to genealogical 
generations and not to those based on relative age. 

Fourth. Try to get the terms for the offspring of Ego's 
father's sister's sons and daughters , and the offspring of 
father's brother's sons and daughters. 

Fifth. According to your data Ego (a male) may call 
his father's brother's offspring, his father's sister's off-
spring, and his mother's brother's offspring by any one of 
three sets of terms (989 tsi, tsuma and lguma; or tsi, tsuma 
and toma). The ouestion is :are these alternative terms used 
1ndiscrimi ~el . , or is each term used according to a specific 
social context. Briefly, hat determines the term hich Ego 
will select to use toward these relatives, there being three 
choices in each case. (In connection with these terms we cannot 
find a third term (tsuma) being applied to Ego's mother's sister's 
son.) 

As Dr. Schneider sees it, the principal feature of 
Bushman terminological system as you have recorded it is that 
the nuclear family stands out as a sharply differentiated group, 
whereas all the other relatives tend to be named simply according 
to sex and generation. This is, of course, a feature of many 
kinship systems and is almost to be expected in a society like 
that of the Bushmen where lineal organization is not stressed. 

I am sending along a kinship chart which Dr. Schneider 
drew up on the basis of part of your data. Presumably you have 
already drawn up numerous charts like this. 

Again let me tell you how pleased we are at your results. 
When you return and clothe this terminological skeleton in the 
flesh and blood of actual descriptions of behavior, your mono-
graph should be something that a professional anthropolo 1st 
would be proud to claim. 

With all best wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

DLO:it 

Douglas L. Oliver 



March 20, 1953 
Dear Lorna: 

I was delighted to get your long letter of February 27 -- and ashamed to realize that it has been so long since I last wrote to you. Mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa. I think of you all a great deal and am intensely interested in what you are doing but .L have. always had a kind of emotiona.l block about letter-writing and now that I have to write from ten to twenty letters every week in connection with the archaeological organization I run promoting I find it hard to begin with the letters I really want to write. 
You certainly have the gift of words, Lorna. Television could not have brought you closer than those few sentences about the calm and lionless midnight when you and ~lizabeth sat outside the tent in the South African moonliMt, dreaming up travel plans. I hope you do come home by way of Egypt and Constantinople. It sounds like a splendid idea. 

I can't be of much help with regard to Egypt, however. My daughter Barbara and her family have left Cairo for good and are now settled in Switzerland. What a shame. ~hey might have made your time in Egypt more pleasant. But the Americ'an Hesearch Center in Egypt, of which I run a member, might be useful. Let me know if your plans really materialize and I will send you details. Cooney, of the Brooklyn Museum, who was the Director for this year, fell sick and had to come home, but Professor Arthur Jeffery, of Columbia and the Union Theological Seminary (also President of the American Oriental Society) is replacing him in June. I have been having dealtngs with him and can give you a letter to him, as well as to friends of various Egyptologists that I know. Your work with the Bushmen should serve as a passport anywhere but a personal contact does no harm. Wish I were going to range up and down the Nile with you. 

Your account of the name relationship pattern of the Bushmen is etlmologically exciting. Kluckhohn cannot think of a parallel anywhere else . Doug Oliver will be consulted and Jo has already sent a copy of that part of your letter to David Schneider, a former graduate student of ours who is now teaching in the Social Relations Department . He is quite an authority on kinship systems. We will let you know the reaction. In any case your pattern is probably very rare if not unique. It ought to make a splendid paper for you when you come back. I am intrigued by the way in which the scheme functions, like a clan system, to knit together the scattered bands, although it is not a clan system at all. And what about the red faces of the authors who have claimed that the lowly Bushmen are so primitive that they have practically no social organ-ization? It all fits in with Elizabeth's tests of the intelligence of your friends. And it only goes to show that anything which is so self-evident as to require no in~estigation will almost always prove to be vvrong.: You must v\Tite up your results. You can do it. Your work is sound, penetrating, splendid. My hat off to you . 
Incidentally is there any pattern in the giving of names, beyond a tendency to name children after their grandparents, for this, as Bob Dyson \llJas poitj.ting out to me yesterday, would have a bearing on the problem. And what happens when ego has two name relationships with another group? For example, ego has a brother named Gao and another brother named :.J ,~ui. Vhen visiting a distant place he finds someone named Gao who has a grandfather named I (~UL Does he treat t Qui as a brother 



because his own brother ' s name is 1 Qui or as a grandfather because the 
new I u i is grandfather of a man who bears the same name as his own 
brother Gao . Or should I muddy the waters this way? 

Nana seems to be just as well as hen you left her. I ~ee her 
from time to time and re share letters . She has great courage and 
never complains but lives from day to day until you all come home . 

Please congratulate Elizabeth on the selection of her story as 
one of the best stories of 1952. That pleases us 11 very much. Also 
her ork ¥1th the Porteus .aze and Rorschach tests and her comments on 
the results seem to be very shrev.d and sensible . I can understand what 
a help she is to the expedition. 

It was good to see John when he was here. He seemed like the depen-
dable and capable man that he is . I hope he has good luck with the 
the rest of the photography at Gautscha that he seems to think is neces -
sary . It is unnecessary to sry that Laurence has my heartiest good 
wishes, as do you all , and expect me at the airport with three bands 
when you arrive in August or September . 

As ever 

L~ 
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PEABODY MUSEUM 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASS. 

April 2, 1953 

Dear Elizabeth: 

This came this morning from Prof. Evon Vogt. 

ttJack Roberts asked me to reply to your memorandum 
of March 24 regard.ing the problem as to whether Elizabeth 
Marshall should give Rorschachs or the Porteus Maze Tests. 

I have done some thinking about this problem and have 
also c·onsulted w1th Dr. 'I'-agiuri (-soc1.-al psycholoF-iat in -
Dept. o{ Social Relation~):~- • 

The first point to· be made is that Rorschac}1s hav·e · 
now been given to at leas-t 12 non-11 terate peoples ~--dn wha.ch · 
the results have already been published { see Heriry :a.hd . 
Spiro article in Anthropology Today). A -13th .1s re:Qresented : 
by Anthony Wallace's publlce.tion on . the modal personality 
structure .of the Tuscarora (Bil Bulletin 150)'. Others • • 
have been teste4 but not yet published. Many of these 
results hsve been interes.tlng, although the results are 
still a matter df debate ~nd discussion in psychological 
circles. But r ·personally still feel that it ~~uld be 
highly useful f~r personali-ty - culture studies to have 
a series of, say, 20 to 25 Rorschach pnotocols from the 
Bushmen. 

With a smaller sample of Rorschachs it might then 
leave time for Ahas 'Marshal'l to conttnue her work with the 
Porteus- Maze test. And P:r.· 'l'agiur1 suggests that it. she 
is serious about doing something about intelligence level · 
of the Bushmen ths. t she might do more -than simply de·pend. 
upon the Porteus Maze test. She might for example try to 
determine what the Bu~hmen define as intelli~ence; i ·.e,. on 
what basis do the Bushmen jud~e some neoole to be intelli-
gent, others dumb·. She could then rank a series of Bushmen 
by degree of intelligence based upon their own cri te.ria and. .. 
then see if this ranking corresponds with results on the 
maze test. Or she m1~ht ~evise some tests of her own, . such 
as showing the subrjects pp.otogranhs of familiar ·objects in 
their environment and testing level of verbal intelli~ence 
by seein~ how many different Bushmen words informants . 
could produce (perhaps with different shades of meaning) " -to de.s_cribe a given object. .'(':.· .. -
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PEABODY MUSEUM 
OF 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 

March 24, 1953 

Mrs. Laurence ·K. Marshall 
c/o Mr. Vlock, President, S. ;{ : Africa NLA 
Grootfontein, South West Africa 

Dear Lorna: 

I have just received the enclosed from Dave Schneider 
and am sending it off to you immediately. I thought we ·would 
get a rise out of Dave. I have to rush off to Old _ Lyme, Conn., 
on the 8t30 in the morning but I have kept a copy of Dave's 
letter and will read it more carefully on the train in the morning, 
then I shall see him soon and see if I can get any more verbally. 

Where Dave says he is "not a Murdock", I am encouraged. 
Murdock knows a lot but I always have the feeling of very rigid 
taxonomy with him. Schneider is still very close to people. 

With love to all. 

Sincerely, 

J. o. Brew 

Jo got off as planned for a meeting with Mrs. MacCurdy, 
so he will be enjoying the lovely little town ot Old Lyme today. 
Spring 1a "busting out all over" hereabouts. The sc1lla and 
crocuses are in full bloom, daffodils are in bud and it won't 
be long now before the forsythia will show color. The winter 
has been so pleasant and mild I find it hard to realize it is all 
over. 

Your proposed trip sounds wonderful and I am sure both 
you and Elizabeth deserve the change. Shall look forward to 
hearing more about it. I can well imagine how you long to get 
really groomed and dressed up again and a1t· down to a del1e1ous 
dinner! I feel the urge more and more to set orr again somewhere. 
It 1e juat a year now since we were busy getting ready for our 
trip to Europe. 

Everyone enjoys your letters and I, for one, really envy 
you the experience. Had some fine chats with John. Hope he 
has been able to get the U.S. Consular Form 129 business straightened 
out, and that the missing film has turned up. 

·with love to all. 



PEABODY MUSEUM 
OF 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A . 

March 19, 1953 

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence K. Marshall 
c/o Mr. Block, South West Africa N.L.A. 
Grootfontein, South West Africa 

Dear Lorna and Laurence: 

I enclose a copy of Natural Hietory with Schapera•s 
article on Bushmen. He is rlescribing one of the standard east-
ern Kalahari groups who operate in symbiotic relationship with 
negro groups. 

The letters to Nan.a, LauriAton and m:e have all a~ 
rived. I a.m asking Dave Schneider the questions about name-
kinahip. Dave gave a course last year on kinship. Before that 
he was for two years at the University of London with the an-
thropologists there and probably .is ae good a man as we could get 
for this question. I have also given a copy of it to Oliver. 

I cannot tell you how pleased I am that you have 
got along eo we l l with the kinship and also that this business 
of name-relationships has come out into the open. I can remember 
how troublesome it wae even at the beginning when I wae with you. 
I think you can be sure (in answer to a query in your letter to 
Laur1ston) that anthropologists quite often do not "get to the 
bottom of things". 

It was wonderful that you had again a dance 1n the 
d.aytime. even though the rain must have interfered with the 
pictures considerably. 

You know how queriei keep popping up. At some point 
when reading these letters it entered my mind that we have not 
heard anything recently about puberty ceremonies. The business 
of the passing of the medicine to the medicine-man interns 
probably brought this to mind. As you know, anthropolog1ete are much 
preoccupied with puberty ceremonies, and quite rightly., since they 
are, in many cultures, one of the few really important milestones 
in a woman's life. My recollection is that we have very little on 
it for your Bushman group and nerhaps you can pull out some more. 

Nana continues well and I gather that Mary has just 
about reached her time. There is another woman there who looks 
strong and. competent. She also does !12.! look flighty or frivo-
lous. 

The :Egypt trip sounds wonderful. I wish I could do it 
with you, and Elizabeth certainly deserves it. I can think of 
another person who deserves it also, though she didn't say so 1n 
her letter to Laurieton. 



Mr. and Mrs. L.K.Marshall, 2 

I shall answer Elizabeth's letter but in the meantime 
you might tell her that I am making the inquiries about the tests 
which she wants. 

With love and beet wishes to all. 

As ever, 

JOB:1t J. O. Brew 



C O F Y 

Gautscha 
April 26, 1953 

Dear Jo: 

rrhank you for. your lett r . \" e could not do without your 
letter, hen the mails co~e . l e expect and look for them . 1hey 
mean a g,reat deal; the sense of betn~ in touch most of 11 . We a.re 
be.ck in Uautac . . •'e movt=.d. l ? 9t week, left li! onday, April 20, .arrived 
\', edne sd6y, A . 22 . The roads are wha. t 1 s os.lled here heavy• and 
the loads ytere heavy . L urenoe also r ~eturned from r~1ndhoek on 
Wednesday . John was ta.kin~ ,., 1ctures of ink an rh1 te flam1n~o s 
on the d ep blue nan . le he E rd a. truck., did not look aronnd 
because e thuu~ht 1 t we.s Heines mov1nr;r the Chev . , till Le rence 
drove up riv.ht behind us and got out and was walking around to the 
cab of the Doa ,e . \; e ne£ rly choked ,1th surpr1se . Had not expected 
him for 10 rls.ys . He 1 s . o1n~ ou t a.gain tomorrow. Apr 27 , to fetch 
a man who 1s tb keep the sound e~uipment in order. We shall m~ke 
a mor concent rated effort on aouna record1n~ for a hile . It ' s 
been decided to catch up on that before or during 1nterro;;at1on on 
children, but to do pictures of ehlldren ae opportunities come . 
! feel VAry short handed, hav1nQ' only t-r.-•o . John I plans are 1ell 
set . He is }'!Oing to S) en<. the next 3-4 weeks going on foot on the 
hunt1n~-&a.ther1n,=r trips . l wish you could have hes.rd Ftoma Goo 
Helmet, Ctoo 1',!ec1o1ne and (~ 1n todey sayi.ng- they felt pity for John . 
They said they v ere used to goirnz without water for perhaps 3 days when 
they re seriously hunting . here 1 no water anymore excemt in 
the pans and water holes . They say if J9hn carries a camera: film, 
&nd a. t!Un he can't carry enough wa.ter . hey will l n somehow 
together what to do . John non't take the truck because he says, 
now that he hae made several of these real trips flit~ them, tha t 
·there 1s a difference 1n qual1 ty . He came ln vi th Goo Medic in 's 
grou1 on e,turday . They ( not John) had shot a gemabuok - and b ouP-ht 
1 t back here to shBre 1 t.. They were ,, 1th out wa. ter from one aft .. r -
noon to th J evening of the next day . John too . He says it giv s 
a different look to the party, as indeed 1t does . Di ! a1 w~s 111 . 
Her l ad was as b1g ae herself. Ga.o c a rr1erl h.,r be.by . Her m11 
gave out . ·, had not seen a party look o;; o fagged before . Bohn 
hae been before w1t'h.1the truck, but thia time Just happened upon a 
part1culs.rly ha.rd trip . il1he group on the ,,hole looks very well . 
They &ro fatter . '!"hoy have been eating Toi ' 1lf1nd nuts '!'~1 
is one of the most del1c1ous foods I ever tasted . 

R pa.ck1n every e x and b&g b ea.kin . camp, sett1ne: up 
a,r.ain . s kin of a re t . 1 feel t i ve had a bree ther . Took 
a -2 - hour nap th1e Sunday afternoon and am ready to be~jn a.i,,-a!n 
tomorrow . Ap-a1n human relations t,tr111 be whe.t will dra1n our 

ener~1es and emotions . Human relRtlons here need more tending than 
a p;a.rden . .ljut we are \'Tell prepELred for them now. Our p.:ood relat1one 
have extended to this ,,hol.J a~R"regat ..i on . Ga,p Helmet is beln1t cheer-
ful, affect1 on"te coo~ r tiv_, . His jealousy 1e ft~eu ~ed - apparently"" 
somehow., oma 1 s w ,nderful, he 1s ta :1n~ more act1 ve leadersh1 ... in 
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edv1s t n~ u s how to proceed. and 1n expla1/n1ng to others . 'i'hey came 
this afternoon to say hoi glad they ~ere we were back . They he.d been 
ltstenlnp:, listening for the trueke end ~eerd only the wind they 
et1d . I think we are part1cule rly fortunate w1 th our 1n ternreters . 
Gaa·• and Ledrmo . John ta kes Ga.mi I have Ledrmo . They e.re well 
11k d a.nd a re interested, both ha.ppy to be here - doi ng good worl(' . 

I have been work i.nir, more on the Kinshi p terms for f a ther ' a 
father and. mother ' s ther . My ·theory that ! !?u!na 1s like l2&, (:rather) 
used r·egardles e of names must be rev1eed . I • ve ha.d 10 more people say 
they ter med both ,r.rand.fr ... here ! ,e;a. ! ne. and l more ho termed his 
i'a.th er • 9 fPther Tau , h1 . ·nothe:r·• s f a ther ! gu !ne. . ,:here are ie'< 
I cou ld n ot fi nd. out the rea~ on for the Tsu. The man ras a visitor 

r.hom I hsd not se ~n before . Had no eneoloei cal ma ter1al on him . 
He wae here too short a time t o get hls geneolop.-y . He said he was 
named for his father • s brother but could g-1ve no further exnls.nation . 
That throws no 11~ht . It ls not at all uncommon to be named for your 
father ' a brother. He did not know ~h orn his father's ther hs.d been 
ma.med for or what chain o.f reasons m1pht hBve ste.rted them . But t t 
nov~ seems that under sorre. circumetances f a ther•s (and mother ' s) fe hen 
can be TAu (fether 1 s mothers llga f mother 1 s mother? . At le e. st I 
have 2 c~see , Hama, the dead Luma and thi s man . Maybe the expl.nat1on 
lies .in af1'1nes vs . kin . lf, as Ha, a says she calls 2 of her ~!"v.nd-
child.ren 'l'suma, because they v. ere na.med for a.ff ines ·:ho ~.rere .1ilW. te 
her . t.1aybe that 1 s the law . 1 • 11 ."Ok away at 1. t . .bu t the v1 si tor 
was not named for an af::''1n .. But maybe the v1s1 tor ' a fe.ther ' s brother 
·as nam d. for an affine . '£here are so fe -1 oases 1 t 1s hard to gather 

1 l l um1nat1nft d ta . '.llhere 1s alwa.ys the oas1.b1i1ty of error , p•ross 
error 1 . e . the t you e.r.e not talking a.bou t the same 1T.ener:.: .. t1on . You 
have. to c unt the 9 on your f 1n~ers . h. lla. 1s your father • a 
father a. ba a. b& a }2'l is your father ' s father ' s father - rho 1s ~-
But Barna 1s not ro1xed ur 1n generations . She 1R ts.U: !nrr about herself 
and G8to ' s sons Giw and ! Nan1 . That 1 s wha. t 1 t take e. "~you ha,ve t o 
knew the neme a of· everyone concerned e.nd the ~en, olofl: y 

Greeting to Evelyn end the boys) Leur1ston, Iris, Bo", 
the 011ners . 

s! Loma 
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HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL RELATIONS 

PsYCHOLOGICAL CLINIC 

64 'Plympton Street 
Cambridge 38, ,Jvlassachusetts 

j 

Dr. J. O. Brew 
Peabody Museum 

Dear Joe: 

28 June 1954 

I read the Bushman kinship paper rather carefully last night 
and although I think it has some extraordinarily interesting data, certain 
limitations in the kind or data and in the presentatioh make me feel that 
·it would not be advisable to publish in its present form. On the other hand, 
with some drastic revision and rewriting of parts, my opinion is that the 
data are inherently interesting and useful enough to stand without any 
elaborate or detailed analysis. I think, for instance, that it might be 
turned into a long paper appropriate for the Southwest Journal or Bantu 
Studies or possibly Africa. I say this because there just is not vecy much 
data available on Bushman kinship. If this were a report on another 
ordinary Crow type system it would be a different matter of course. Expand-
ing the material somewhat would be even more useful than a Journal article, 
but would provide problems of publication outlet. 

I think that the author has worked over the data sufficiently 
so-that it would not seem likely that another rewrite would really help it. 
If it were possible for some more experienced kinship person to go over the 
data in detail with her, I am quite sure that it would result in a publish-
able manuscript. Her use of tables, for instance, is confusing and could 
easily be straightened out. Certain apparent contradictions in the data 
(for instance, that a man may marry a !qui who turns out to be a sister--page 
twenty-one--) could also I am sure, be easily clarified. On the other hand, 
the naming system needs considerable clarification. Some more detailed 
descri ption op roles and of property relations would be imperative. The 
addition of some sample genealogies would help. A detailed analysie of 
geneologies to discover who marries whom, where they live, and some account 
of why, wou1d be imoortant to add. 

In short, 'my feeling is that the data are too good to lose, but 
that they still need considerable clarification and some additional informa-
tion before they could stand as a contribution to Bushman ethnography. I 
don't think, however, that it really needs any more elaborate analysis than 
is already present. If I can do anything further on this, I hope you will 
let me know. 

Sip::; 

David M. Schneider 
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