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Dear .r:Tana . 

A most unusual thing has ~appened , a letter came to us here in the Kalahar i sent from a man in Cape fawn , and he sent :t.1a the letter· spec ifying that it must be carried in to us by _the Bushman Guard at Cigarette . So the guard is here , and is going back tomorrmh: , and I thought he· might be able to maiL 'b;. :...'"1-tte r as he ·.:,~ut out . 
.i.,.,.1.om and Dad and ~ohn are away on a trip , they have gone about 60 miles away with some bushmen to see a forrest bf mangetti nut trees and to pick some nuts . 'I'hey went the day before yesterday and will be back in a few days but I can ' t wait for them to add to this letter because I am afraid the bushman guard will be gone . Our news is that we are all fine , John I s coubh has completely gone . J.fom is well , she was a bit tirei but the trip to the mangetti forrest will be a wonderful rest for her . ~hen I last wrote you I was out at hindhoek , as you know , and on the way in I fell anj hurt my foot . I , idn I t break anythong , I just pulle1 a tendon or so ething ,_ qDG ~t i--s- almost better now . ~addy is fine~ he seems bett~r than ever . Last year the trip made him tired , he seemed to set tired mush easier than the rest of us but now , this year , he is in wonderful health . He has more energy than anyone , it is wonderful . 

At this point I am alone L, the camp with Cnarlie Handley , and we are handling everything nicely . I wondered how things ~ould go with everyone away , if the bushmen would still co operate , and so on . But thin5s are going well , I think . It is about to rain. Thunder is all around and the rain clouds have gathered . 'J:hree bu.shman children are in the tent with me , and they say they are going to stay here -until the rain has stopped . They say the tent is nice , it stays dry , but the huts they build are no good . This isn't true , I have sat inside one of the huts in a rain storm and they are 1, 1onderfully snug and dry , but the kids think the tent ty '. t .. o ; r 65S5Gp ;, h:Js ~ " r 
The above is a message from Tsamko , one of the chil:dren . I e;-plained to him taht this was going to you in America and he understood perfectly . He liks·s to pla~ wi tt the keys of' the typewriter , he wai t ·s until the uell rings at the eng. o..f the ~9§6 and .th+em. ..b¾e rnotves .the 1,..carri¾0 for me_. t ,...,. lie .Lb .., __ , :nost, inve.Ll~en cniT:l uere, ... Dan un:.iers an\Jl everything one sc.:'8, ani he ce.n make himself understood as well . He is the son of the headman , and his motheris the one that just gave birth to the little girl that Mom vtrote you about . 

It is spring here , and I think how it 1ust be at home . In lovember most of the leaves are off the trees , and in Peterboro almost all of the color must be 5one . It will snow in a month or less . Here it is getting hotter and hotter . n The trees have t:.1rned green , and the grass , too . Flowera are coming out everywhere , big beautiful flowers on the aloe plants . The bushman childrenpick them and wear them as hats . ~ije have a lot of pictures of this . The e s__s_an__&r_~~.....__ ....... « _ :i .c___o =,; .... --°' -~--~--
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Dear john 

February 1. 
1953. 
Cigarette, Noma 
S. W .A. 

Brian and I want · you to realiz·e how many dung beetles 
• there are around here. Thousands. The men's room is filled 

with them, they' can't seem to fly out and everyone is making 
a plan for their wellfare, ramps and covers and DDT. 
l This was a messq§e from Brian. I said, "wvhat shall I say 
to John, he said, I wonder if he realizes how many dung 
beetles there are. - ) 

Now a message from Tsamko: ··r1 -fv 

I know that Dad is writing you, at least I think he 
is, but I'd just thought I'd fill in the gaps. The big excitin 
news is that there are three lions moving around here. They g 
came last night and roared around t e kraal. The dogs were 
almost beside themselves with barking, just shrieks of barks, 
and more sal ek en !G'ow _op 'n leojag gaan. ¢f die leos 
is naby die keaal suis hulle was gisternag. i[aar 0 ns sal 
die lorrie ry omper ons het bang vir die leos. /Gow is the 
name the bushmen have namea Heine~ It was /Gow medecine that 

• names him, ha gave him his 1111cm11 own name. /Tuma named Brian 
/Tugua, for why I would hate to say, out now everyone, the 
bushmen and the bays, call Brian Tu9ua. 

_ Giste~ het ek en /Tuqua op n veldkosjag gegaan, 
ons net die •· jeep g•kµgadx&Kix gedryfe, op die omaramba 
na d.ie Mi&x:ta.Nord. Ona het i -o geor:1:ng Iaamko, Gishay 
en twe :1umxd:ia k1nders van die kraal, Kadume en ?hi:neas, 
ook, 3 kinders van die ·Ju //toa si, mit ons gebr1ng, om per 
hulle het vir ons gesay dat hulle het geweet war was die 
veldkos vat 1'3rlan het . gesoek. Eergister e.et ak die brieke_ 
van die jeep geslaan en hulle ( die brieke ) weren't working . 
.1.V.i.aar ' ek het nie omgegee .. n1e, ek het net tgery. fanneen 
ons het na by die veldkos gekom Brian en die kinders het 
affgeklim en hat in die veld gegaan, hulle het my aliene 
gelaat. ~k het gekry dat die rain ( r~in eng. ) het die 
toolbox nat gemaak en ek het dit skoongemaak. Dan het ek 
xagxsmxxacg gewag en gewag maar almal het ga veer gegaan 
en ek het bang v1r die teos geword. Dit het laat geword 

·en almal het na by die jeep gekom, en ons het huis-toe 
gegaan, Gishay het die jeep gedryfe. Ons het n1e op die pad 
gery nie, maar ons het hl).1s-ttoe gekom, dit het nie nix gemaak 
nie. Is daar iemand hier wat kan Engels praat? aq ( message 
from !U. ) 

{ . hsa message from GuJshay. ) 

The people from Ga,tscha are here, they came about 4 days 
ago and are going back now. Helmet and Co. ·Teekay, and Gow 
headman from the hill, and Gbw . medecine, wives and . families, 
and almost all of Teekay's band. They ca~e for a visit, to 
see hew we were. t.i.'he other night they had a heil of a dance 
at teekays. Noone wanted to go but me and Heiner, the others 
were working and so, so he and I wandered up. I was sick 
that day ( ~r. Morris was here to see us but that's another 
s tory) and Mom wanted me to go to bed. But there had been 
another dnce here with the permanent group and waa.t a crock 



1 

1t turned out to be. So we wanted to see this one because 
we knew it would be good. Well, it was. We arrived late 
like everyone else, and brought oub own wood. It was intended 
as a contribution to the dance fire but Tsamko ( son in law 
of Teekay) built us a fire with it and this became the visitors 
fire. Tuma and Qui and !U and Kooshay and lots of others 
sat at it. these weren't dancing, except Qui who went into 
deep trance at the end. - Everyone who was anyone went, all the 
Okovangos came, the permanent group of Bushmen, and all. 

Gani ·and David and Ledimo were there, on the other side .. 
Gani'" was dancing and he went into a big trance, ·ran with fire 
t~ough the veld, cured · lots. of people, but he lost control 
of his curing ana nearly ckoked Goo. At the end he took off 
every stitch of clothes· he ·had and ran around nude. Tuma's 
Tsamko was very 111. He had a fever of 104 F. which I discovered 
the next day and was almost unconscious with f@ver that night. 
He curled up in. my coat behind me and I could feel him shiver. 
I got very worried about him, I en/e :dkH:l,: • ended up by 
taking him home, alm est carrying him, anl the next night I 
gaye him aureo and atabrin every ·4 hours through the night. 
It nearly brolte my heart, I went over at one to give him 
pills and Tuma·was awake watching him. He was asleep tossing 
etc, a freez1ng night with cold rain ( we have lent Tuma a 
big canvass to ~over his skerm) and Tsamko was curled '§IP 
in a corner of the canvas. Heiner fixed it so he had better 
shelter and. that aft~rnoon I had lent him a blanket which 
we fixed around· him. Anyway, when he woke up he sat straight 
ap and grabbed Tum~•s handg with both his own. We- gave him 
the pills and a ' dr1hk and he went bac~ to sleep right away 
but I can't oear to see a-:7cid- s c~. Tt's some ki'fid -or disease 
but not epidemic~v but one of the wo~en-w~o came visiting 
brought it, she was so ill she was being ··carried ... ·on the back of 
her mot~er. I stayed up two nGghts with her; not all night, 
bu.t I 1 d ·· get up and take her a pillK every 3 hours trru the 
night. She was staying far away, too, .... do you remember the 
trouble I had with Helmet about sending the truck for the 
eland'i Well, the sick woman was staying with him, about i 
mile froa1. ·our camp. I went at three in the morning just as 
the moon was setting - it turned the western sky all yellow 
and waat a hairy night! Clouds,and hyenas far away. I went 
into the werft and everyone wa·s sleeping, I gave her the pill 
and started back, and when I passed Helmet's house he was sitting 
up watching me over his hands with his eyes shaded from the 
fire - and I thought if he wanted to shoo·t me he cou.ld. He 
once threatened to kill Tuma and once he shook an assegai 
at ?vlom and. I was remembering these things·. He's so unstable. 
Another time he . and I hiked miles off ' into the-bush to find 
the werft Hama, his mother, was in, and he took his three yr. 
old with to chaperone - in response to cries of_. Oh, /Gow, 
where are you going with your tsuma? 11 from Tuma.. 

You know that Baikie Miller has left, to Daddy's joy 
and relief. Da.d trusted Baikie as far as he could throw 
him. Heiner Kreitzchmar ( sp'i ) has come in tb.s stead and what 
a nice guy~ I was worried that he would be snobby and think 
bushmen were filthy murderers ect. and cause trouble with the 
boys but he couldn • t be more· nice and d.ecen t. He plays ~1th the 
kids, doesn't bat an eye when I hold Norna ( who Gani has 
claimed for~• his wife ) and so on for millions of examples. 
But Dad and i•iOm and I agree that he is the best yet. 
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