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ehilaren abd fear . 
Medicine 
Leopards 
Graves and ghosts 

1 
23 Octooer 1952 

Threats? None were brought forth when I 

asked , If they tell a child not to run away, and the 

child does not listen, they pick it up and put ut on 

their back . 

If the child is older and does not listen 

they take him by the arm and say , Don 't you see that 

will harm you .., 

l I Ga o wa I e 

go is a starting word 

wa twa si 

t.Naie == lion 

lNigo poisonous black snake 

means look after yourself 

sisi=everything 

-- mamba 

i ~ai puff adder puts his head under the ground 

They tell a child he must look at thl;:;l spoor and watch 

carefully to each side . .i. hey learn to read the ground . 

Hydnas -- they teach them to fear . Would they attack 

a child? Yes , very bad to children and people. Do they 

knm~ of a child to have been killed by a hyena? !Garn 

saw a child taken by a hyena. she_ was a small girl . 

It was her ga JHooga . She wa~ inside a sherm asleep . 
... 

Took her byt the leg and dragged her. he people jumped 
-J.. 

up and yelled , the hyena ran away . They laugh as they 

demonstrate the ya ya ya yells . She was bitten, not 

killed . bit right through her leg till the teeth closed o 



Children and fear 
'edicine 

Leopards 
Graves and ghosts 

2 

Present are I Gam answering 1-

Ti Khao ' s wife who 

23 Octo er 1952 

#Gase mother of 

what did they do to heal the wound . They usad the medicine 

Tami -- thisisfor sores . hey put it on the sore -- do 

not make a cut at another part of the body to put it in . 

It comes from cigarette - - there is none here . JGam has 

not seen the plant .. sit made into a powder $ Yes ., 



l otes : Brian ugust If 1952 
Brian, David : 

/Gam 

Group III , interrogations , informant Cavesitjue . A,- -{, Lt$ i lilf'~ _; 

/~ Cattle : 
~0Ma~~0~ A roll mf tobacco 3 ft . long , 1 ft . diameter . given 
in __ trade for a youn0 co,, from the Bechuanas . 

/" hey say they have a hard time as the cattle eat a kind 
of bush and die . his bush is the kind that grows green all the 
time . In the hot time , Aug . until the rains , it is very poison . 
~owever in the rains it's not so bad . If they can stop the cow 
that ha ~ eated the bush-from drink~ng water they can save it§ life . 
But if it drinks it cemes to the kraal , scE.arts shivering and dies . 

n 
~h ile this interrogation happene~ I asked t hem to show me a 

sample of this bush . · Every Herrero in the group started shouting 
to the bushmen to get a sample . he tone was hers~ , suah as 
a white to black relation . The bushm.en were not very obed iant 
and. only after considerable taltking one was sent . ) 

A big ox is sold for approximately 20 to 25 pounds in Bechuanalad . 

nushm~n Herreeo relatmonshins : 
he Herroros look after .the bushman . 1hose bushmen staying. 

with the Herreros are fed by the Herrores , who give them meat , 
mealies and tobacco . 

he relation is as we at the camp look after our boys , give 
them food , but do not expect them to give us any if they should 
fin it . If t he bushmen shoot any game they aren ' t expected 
to give any to the Herrevos . 

( 
( ,ijhile 1 was doing this tea was served to all the erreros 

( by Cavesitjue ) in cups and saucers . 'l1he bushmen got meat 
doled out to them in pieces by the Ierrero women who selected the 
choice bits for themselves . Cavesit:ue seems to be the matron 
of the outfit as she looks after the kids, tells them wha t to 

o , helps them, ties their XK~Kxm:~x breachcloths up for them . 
One kid stubbed his toe on a plow and ran to Cavesitjue and she 
comforted him . ) 

,,,,.,-- ··nformant : 
i~m.x : /No !nu, man with two wives 

If a bushman goes out in the veld and comes back and fmnds 
XMSt another man haxxbls2:em sleeping with his wife what 'i 

fie has the right to, kill this man immediately , or the wife , 
depending on the circumstances and his likes 2,nd dislikes . In 
/1Tu !nu's case , he very much loves his seconQ wife , and has , asa 
con~ession to /Gow , the interpre er , who is his freind , allowed 
him to sleep with ~i fe one . 

/ £to fle : A herrero headman at KyKy who o~ms lots of cattle . 
dome of his cattle are at /Gam. 1!0 bushmen here have any cattle . 
Bushmen do not stay with an~q group of ·erreros long eno~gh to 
acquire any ca t tle . f they do get any cattle they slaughter them 
when they are hungry and too lazy to hunt . David from /~am 
said this . ) 

.lso -fro~ David ) Bushmen women are popular with rlerrero 
and Bechuana men from other districts . They are tougher, last 
longer , and are easi r to handle than other women . Some Herreros 
or Bechuanas take ~ushmen wives , clean them up , give them a dress , 
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Brian, /Garn , Page 2 August lo .honday 
and then they are good wives . Herrero wives are more demanding 
and. vant more clothes . 

Do Bushwm guarrel l Asked to Cavesit~ue . ,_ ?-- 1 Yes , sometimes in t he vel t when t ~:ey are amongst t emsel ves they 
I.O fight. 'he fight with po ison arrows and assegais . This does 
oS not oiten happen . ·.1.hey never steal other bush.mens property , other 

{f) D than wives . 
~o nashmen steal Herreor cattl e in the veld? Yes , they did long age but the Herreros punished them an t ~ey do 
not do so any more . 

'l'aken the evenin5 of .Llonday Aug . ( Bushmen were stamping food in a wooden bowl , a sample of ber ries 
given to l•iom . mells sour . This was brought to /Gam by strangers 
from Ky Ky . By /Goma and Bau , his wife who are relatives of 'fhoria . 
'l'he Herreros a nd .dush.m.en were friendly . They made a fire an brougBt 
a stool . lhe Bushmen seem to remain in groups together . So1e 
3ushmen children came to sit aroung me . Thoria brou5ht me a dry 
sample of the berries the bushmen were stamoing . Cavesitjue has 
a bag of these berries which she and the Bushmen children collec t 
locally . The berries are scarce aroung / Gam but are plentiful arouna 
Kyky . A lar; e dish of these berries were mixed with water and David 
the interpreter was invited to eat too . He says it was slightly 
bitter . The food looks red , mealies mix& with tomato saucb . 
• he bushmen kids were eating these berries dry . ) Asked David rom /Gam . ,•·,hat did i t cost 'i 

How long have they been working this w i1 . They got the dynamite from except the work they ' v done . says is there doesn ' t exist . lying· around . 
How do they punish Bushmen? 

the govt and it hasn ' t cost anyting Ee says the wate r that Drotskey Says Drotskey only lo ~ks at stones 

7,"-

If he has kille:i any Herrero or stolen and slaughtered an ox , 
they take him to Tsau and hand him over to the polic e . If he omly 
makes a small error he is reprimandedseverly . lave bushmen any religion? ro . Have no idea of God , and have no ministers of their own, and 
they curse at you when you speak of God . :(cx~DI!H:KXXmt ~ Question asked again . '( that does a bushman do im' he comes back 
and fings anothe man sleeping with his wife . 

~i 'There is only one punishment , death to the man in question . iie then 
0~ again stays with the wife in question , but he amy kill her later . 

1hey do not do this here as they are scared ot the Herreras . hey 
do this quite often din the veld . Thus we often hear of a child having 
no father or mother . 
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Cavesitjue says: .r3ushmen .children run around without elate.es 
and never get sick or _:.,et colds . ( There were several groups of Bushman 
children running around and :?laying , and one of them lay down to 
sleep curled up beside the fire . 1he herrevos say he may be this way 
all night . ) 

The bushmen adults 
with Cavesitjue to 

/2r a bushman wife 
has to look after 
look after it . 

here look after the bushmen kids as a group 
su~ervise . 

d.ies and has a small child , the father of the child 
it and he does not give it to another woman to 

fa bushman ' s wife .:iies , does he have to mourn or can he look for -
anothe 1· wife~ 
He must mourn for a long time before he can have another wife . 

If he takes a seconi wife does she look after the children of the 
first wife? 
,o . he father has to do this . The second wife may hel~ him but 
this isn ' t necessary 
1rhere is one child here who has been adopted by the wash woman , 
avesi tjue . .·,he child was aban::loned in the veld by his parents and 

found by Gavesitjue 1ho looks after it now , 
./ 

Cavesitjue says : If a bushman woman has a child and bears another 
efore a year of the first birth , the new child is taked out to -

th veld ( is left in the veld ) burri - in the ground with his 
head stickin5 out . He is left there to die . (This is the way 
Cavesitjue ' s adopted bushman child was found , ) The first child 
is then lo0ked after . The reason for this is that the bushman 
woman wants a young son or daughter to send and use , an she can 
rear one alone sooner than she could rear two , one a year old and. 
one new born . ~he hasn 1 t enough food to support two children at th 
the same time . 



Brian Enslin 

Interrogations : 

/Garn August 19 evening 1952 
David 

How does a bushman __ go ahout taking a wife: 
He has ·to ask the parents of' the girl he wants to marry . 
He has to place a stiing of red beads aroung either of their 
necks . the wife is then considered his . If the husband or 
the parents~?) are of importance a dance is organized . 

If parents are dissatisfied with the son in law what 
do'& 
If the mother and father of the girl are present and 
in law ill treats her it leads to a lot of trouble . 
and the girl can beat the man . 

can they 

the son 
The parents 

~, Can a bushamn widow take a husband soon again? 
1 1=; I No . She has to wait till one rainy season passes . She has 
'?v to stay out in the bush for the first night of the rain . Naked . 

She is then considered clean and may marry again . 

The reims hanging in the tre·e belong to Stoffle . _ He has a 
bushamn making these reims for him. This man is tne father of Jo/o . Stoff-le isn ' t paying him, but he may make him a present but he is under no obligation to do this . 
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