
Wednesday, May 20, 1953. 

/Gao and /Qui recording 

Frank Hesse 1 ~. 

(Change nut to tree.) - • -~. 

/Gao and /Qui will sing the songs that /Gao says belong to 
the / /Guasfli "' The //Guashi is a small harp like instruments with 
five strings The name of the first song is //Ga which means 
manghetti nut /Gao will sing alone then /Qui will join him. 
/Gao at first says the name of the instrument then the name of 
the song He says the instrument I am playing is //Guashi. The 
song is the manghetti nut song 

/Gao and /Qui sang as stated bove. There was wind sound 
and the sound of a birdi 

The song was sung again by four voices; /Gao, /Qui, JNami 
and N//ao announcw. by Ledimo 

song one 
The words are //guashi tsi /ne--one //guashi song. //Ga 

tsi /ne--one //ga (manghetti) song. 

There is some unused tape at the end of the reel that has 
the //ga song with four voices. 

//Ga song recorded a second time with /Gao and then /Qui 
joining him. This time they sang the ~ords,--
//ga /no gu o kui • na 
manghetti skin is speaking to me (i eo give me) 
the skin of the manghetti is speaking to me. The instrument is 
made of manghetti tree He means by the skin of the manghetti 
the instrument , which is speaking to him • 

. fter the song was recorded the following was added to the 
tape to be said before the song. 

The song to follow is a version of the //ga song. The song 
of the manghetti tree. /Gao first tunes his ·instrument, the 
//guashi and sings for a while alone Then/ ui sings with him. 
The words they sing mean the skin of the manghetti is speaking 
to ~eq The skin of the manghetti means the instrument which is 
made of manghetti wood, so he means the instrument is speaking to 
him 9 Ledimo will say in Bushman the skin of the manghetti is 
spe king to me$ 
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R-49 Gautscha, June? 1953 

This is Kernel Ledimo interpreting. The first sentence illus-
trates the first click. The sentence is: "/Gao is the brother of Gao." 
The first name /Gao contains the first click. It is made with the tongue 
in back of the upper teeth. The tongue is drawn gently down as the 
breath is expelled. The other name, Gao, has the gutteral consonant 
made by the back of the tongue pressed against the throat and the 
breath forcibly expelled. 

Ledimo says twice - /Gao is the brother of Gao. Gao si qui will 
say this sentence 4 times. (Gao says it). //Kushay, the wife of Gao 
will say this sentence 4 times. 

The second sentence illustrates the second click. The first 
name, //Ao, contains the second click. This click is made in the 
cheek. It is similar to the sound we make when urging a horse to go 
faster. The breath is expelled but not forcibly. The sentence is 
0 //Ao is the brother of Gao." (//Ao= the pathfinder) 

The third sentence illustrates the third click. The third click 
is contained in the word !na which means old or big. !Na is a suffi« 
added to a name when referring to an old man or woman. The third 
click is made with the tip of the tongue against the roof of the 
mouth and snapped down as the breath is expelled. The word tsi used 
in the first and second sentences is term for younger brother. The 
word lgo is the term for older brother. The term !go will be used in 
this sentence !go also illustrates the third click. The sentence is 
Gao!na is the elder brother of Gao. 

The fourth sentence illustrates the fourth click. The fourth 
click is contained in the name /Gao. It is made with the middle part 
of the tongue pressed against the roof of the mouth and gently drawn 
down as the breath is expelled. The fourth click is in the first name 
of the sentence. iGao is the elder brother of Gao. //Kushay•s repe-
tition of the 4th sentence illustrates a variation, one I have often 
noticed in the pronunciation of the fourth click. 

There is another sound very similar to the third click. The 
sound is a clear snap like the snap of the third click, but whereas 
the third click is made with the tongue against the roof or the mouth 
this sound is made with the tongue ag~inst the ridge behind the upper 
teeth. This sound is illustrated in the word fna, the name of a tree. 
The following sentence provides a comparison between the name of the 
tree and the word lna meaning big or old which contains the third 
click. 



.. .. 

!ay 23 , 1953 . Fr nk Hesse , ""c c. o..-J.eA". 

Girls singing .. 

//Kushay , tNai , lNisa , Xama , ¢Gisa , Di//Khao , daughter of 
INaishi and //Khuga , sister of /Gasa 0 Khuan//a , daughter of 
JNaishi , sister of /Gasa , /Gasa joined. 

1) song for the //Guashi . They are using the five stringed 
one Xama playing _ xoung girls ~xcept //Kushay . 

2) With instrumentp 

3) Without instrume t . First on the reel without instrument 
The song of t he trees when they start to get leaves after 
the first rain Sung twice . ¢Gao cried in the midst of 
the second time rattled his rattles . 

4) Counting game 
Goin ski qui goin ski qui 
i//a ba i//a ba 
kora um ki kora um ki 
tsam sa har tsun sahara 
a goin a go 0000 

5) Joro (rattles) o 
wl'says hoo hoo 

Hoon Hoon i Guisa 

Second eel 

Joro Joro ¢Guisa 
Hoon Hoon t Nao ¢Guisa 

6) Take picture of gestures--imitating walk of ant eater 
No words INoi . 

7) lively song 1 sted long time q The black oee bites you--
bee or wasp . They do not eat the honey o 0 ush policeman 
is f rikans name . tGum t ge Bushman name . 

ko 
8) tGuri gu t gum--the flight of the white ants o 

9) Dance of old kaross , l gum lna . 

Gave mealies to those who had not already got them today. 



Ra~ 
ay 23 , 1 53 Fr nk esse 

Gtauka ku name of five stringed instrument Ganis ys 
instrument has two names //Guashi is one of then mes 

/Gao , /Qui (long face) , // o , son- in-la of /Gase , t Nami , 
brother of Be , Khau//a , son o~ Demi , IGao helmet . 

!r p Westfall is here 

nother song of the //Guasi. ong of the manghetti e /Gao 
alone then/Go and/ ui . Then seven--// o , t Nami , /Gao , / ui , 
(Someone from/No /Gi tGae ' s group Go elmet Q Kau//a , son of 

mi nd /Khoa 

Seven voices again . The words are about the manghetti . 
/ ui sang where sha be? This is the //Guashi song Gao 
s ng let us sing the //Guashi song t Nami sang (//~o was the 
base) nother s ong of them nghetti . Gao sang the winter has 
come . Let us sing l gum. Qui s ng thew ter is there . e means 
the water is in the m~nghetti trees. Gao says the inter has 
come because this is the tine for 1anghettis and it is cool 4 
)Gum , the winter , is now ay There is still water in the 
mangh i trees . 

Gave mealies to those who had not already _got some today . 

This Gao says is also the time for the eland when they get 
el nd ft and are happy and dance 



I. 

June 11 )"l . 

l~s~ 

Porcupine or war game played by 

1) Boys /Qui 
/Gase, son of Gao 
Gao, son o:r #Gao and Kho/ /o /Gasa 
/Gise 
Tsamgao 
/Gunda 
#Goma 
lGhai 
#Gao, brother of l U. 

go 
2) Four boys only to/with film 

Tsa gao 
/Gunda 
/Gise 
Gao, son of ~Gao 

3) Men joined boys 
Gao 
//A 
/Qui 
iGorna? tall grave young man from /GiIGae's werft. 

II . Children playing with sticks, sound of werft . One hears 
swish of sticks. One hears /Gise ith_ rattles playing . 



.Nay 27, 1953, 

Recording of old men. Asked them to talk together about 
Choama and to use word ~Kali. icture was taken too 

resent Demi /Gaishay (father of Gao) , I Gao (husband of 
Bau and Ghia) , Gau (father of //Kushay) , Gau (husband of Be and 
Khuan//a) , fGao (husband of Kho//o /Gasa) , INaisi (father of 
/Gasa) ¢Goma (husband of /Gau) . 

They were the old men who told me about the choama ¢Goma 
(ours) said he could not talk about it. He was to young . It 
was for the old men to talk if they wished . 

Women recording . ~- "31' 

/Garn , Khuan//a , Be, //Kushay , 1u:. , Di fai , Kho//o (mother 
of /Gao) , /Hooga(wife of Gao) , Norna cl ying ah o /Gam plays and 
talks with Norna . God knows what JU is saying so loudly . They 
talked about veldkos . Others have joined circle o Di//Khao t na 
/Gasu ' s sister and girls and _other women. Di//Khao t na is talking 
about going away with her h~s band to get something to eat. 
/Gase is crying . They say tomorrow we will get veldkos and they 
say what kind they are going to get . 

~hen they heard it back they rolled over in laughter . 



Monday, May 25, 1953, 11:30 A. • 
Gani--Frank Hesse. 

/Gasa and //Kushay sing as they would when they bring water 
or soothe their babies 4 

1) /Gui--birds, little ones in a flock at the water hole. 
Charlie shot some~ Grayish, red beaks. ~Gao cried. 
//Kushay took him aside, nursed him, tied him in her 
kaross. There were no words. Took him to his father. 

2) Tsi song 0 They sing it when they have gathered tsi and 
are walking back. The song says they come back to the 
same place where they got tsi and get tsi again~ They 
follow the fresh spoor and there are no words. They say 
they have burned an area and they do not want anyone else 
to come to get the tsi. They are the ones who made the 
tsi They are the ones who made the fire. They may see 
other people's spoor there. If they see people there they 
ask him, "Who burned this place? Why are you here?" He 
will answer, "I am just having a peep to look," says 
Gani,. 

//Kushay, daughter of /Gasa walked across with rattle 
on The girls JNai, Di//Khao, *Gisa are delousing each 
other. They distinguish between body lice and head lice, 
two quite different words~ /Gasa delouses #Gisa as she 
sings~ /Kushay did say words9 

Words of tsi s:mg. 

Ku ;say--new sp9or. (We follow the implied, not said.) 
Kham gai a qui 
Follow and meet together. 
A tsi JGo the tsi place. 

3) ~Tu go--grubs in trees which they eat, black, reddish 
or green~ /Kushay is crying, daughter of /Gasa. 

May 26, 1953 0 

Dance of old Kaross. 

They chose the songs themselves--/Gasa and /Kushay. Does 
not work very well with two women and babies crying. Get more 
voices and no babies. 



Gautscha, June 12, 1953 
No. 4 R-52 Recorder Hans Ernst 

Interpreter Ledimo 

Men's voices. Comparison of similar words distinguishing clicks 
and tones - list of men's names by Demi and Gao Med. (ij microphones 
used). 

/Qui (man's name) - !Qui (sister) - ?Qui (sick). 

!Nani (man's name ? (three) 

/Garn (woman's name - /Gam (a grass) - /gam (the sun) - /Gum (a place 
w.outh of here - ?gum (winter) (Gum) 

Names of men - /Gao, //Ao, fGao, Gao, Gau. Name of woman - //Gao. 
Is there a word !gao? Cf. !gao(?) dima, a respectful way of speaking 
of a woman. 

iToma (man's name) - toma (kin term) - !toma (twima) (meaning 
absent, i.e. my absent son - mi !ha !toma. 

!Nao - a respect word used for an old man - ?Nao - ? (twins have a 
bad ?Nao). (N!ao) 

Word for copper beads - ikai (?) - Compare with Gao. 

!U (woman's name) - !gu (water) - !gu (name) 

ko (pot - stop) - ki - kai. • Try word for wildebeest and lion. 

tsi - younger brother or sister - bring - a veldkos. 

//na (louse) - //na (a name of a tree - !na (big). For comparison 
say n//Na is a big tree. tr lffotice tone. Note added later: I thought I 
heard a fifth click in the word //na (louse). Professor Maingard in 1955 
said there is no fifth click in !Kung. He is absolutely certain. The 
fifth click that does exist is in the !Ko language - the labial (kiss 
click). This was not what I heard among the !Kung. What I heard is 
a glottal stop or something. 

Ostrich egg shell /Do 

Examples will be given of !Kung Bushman words which show fine 
distinctions of sound, particularly of clicks and vowels. The first 
series is a man's name with the first click, the word meaning elder 
sister with the 3rd click and the word meaning sore, hot or painful 
with no click. The sentence is /Qui' s sister's che.st is sore. The 
sentence will be said by Ledimo, the interpreter, then 3 times by 
Demi and 3 times by Gao Medicine. 

The words for a _woman's name, a place, a grass and the sun. This 
series of words begin with the first click. The differentiation of 
the vowel is demonstrated. The last word shows a difference in tone. 

/Qui a !qui qua nu qui - the sister of /Qui is sore. 
/Garn is going to /Gam (Gum) (3 times). The sun is burning the /gam 

grass. (3 times.) 



R-52 (page 2) 

The next series says: my younger sister avoids or respects tsi - an 
important food like beans, a comparison of words similar to tsi. 

Notes from work sheet on these words: 

/Garn is a woman's name 
/Gam is a place /Gam is going to /Garn 

/Gura is a graBs /Garn ku ku /ga.m - the sumshine is burning grass . 
/Gura is in the sky 

N!ao is a word of respect 
N//ao has a good n!ao 

tsing is a food (veldkos spelled tsi 
Bring tsing elsewhere) 
Mi tsi gets tsing 

!U is a name of a woman 
!U gets water 

We tsi tsing 

!Nani has three brothers(tone) or !Nami? 
/Do I give ostrich eg~ shell beads 
The wind blows (tone) 

/Gao has lice u1na) Men, s names will 
//Na is an old . tree the interpreter , 

be pronounced first by Ledimo, 
then by Demi and Gao Medicine . 

The next sentence exemplifies differences of tone . The words are a 
man 1 s name and the_ word for three . rl'hey both begin with the 3rd click .. 
The differentiation is tonal . The sentence is thJNani 1 s brothers are 3 . n 

Another example of tonal differentiation is between the word for 
ostrich egg shell beads, higher longer sound, and the word f'or wind , 
lower shorter sound . Both words begin with the first click . The sen-
tences are . 

The wind is blowing nicely . 
Khwova is wearing beads . 

The next sentences compare fourth and third clicks in that order . 
/Na is an old tree . 

The term for elder brother will be given with the possessive 
pronouns: 

My elder brother mi ! go 
Your " n a ! go 
His ft tl ah ! go 
Our h e ! go 
Y..our ti 1t i !go 
Their tt 11 se !go 

The kinship terms will be pronounced by Ledimo, then by Gao . In 
this section the terms will be given in reference forms without possess-
ive adjectives . First the terms for the nuclear family: 

f{!ther 
mother 
son 
daughter 

ba 
d'aie 
!ha 
,tkhai 

elder brother ! go 
younger tsi 
elder sister /wi 
younger it ts i 



R-.52 (page 3) 

The kinship terms will now be given which are used for lineal 
relatives with the exception of the nuclear family and for collateral 
relationship and persons in the name relationship . Each term is fol-
lowed by its diminutive form . The English equivalents to which each 
term may apply are too numerous to be given here . 

Terms applied to males 

!gu!na 
!guma 
tsu 
tsuma 
!go 
tsi 
tun !ga 
tun!garmna 

/tum 
f.tuma 
!umba 
!umbama 
mama 

Terms applied to females 

ton 
toma 

//i/ga gama 
qui 

tsi 

/utsu 
utsuma 
!undai 
!undaima 
mama 
di ! guma 



I 

~-5~ R S7 
Nos* 7, 8, 9. 

R-fiS"' 
June 15, 1953 

/Gao //Ao /Qui. 

Songs of the //Guashi. 

/Qui was saying the //Guashi respects me. He is praising 
the instrument by saying this. 

2) /Qui was saying //Guashi Tsi //Guashi songs. 

3) 

4) 

Chi dore which season is this? They are praising the 
winter season Ledimo says. 

My mother, the mangetti tree skin. They say these 
phrases separately. When they say chi dore they mean they 
are not playing the instrument well enough. They fail to 
play it as well as they would wish too When they say my 
mother ;vhat do they mean? They just say it. 

Same as first or was it? 

Have they songs about girls they love? No. bout 
hunting? If a person has failed in hunting they have a 
song about that. They sang that the last time, i.e. 4th 
songo They say the hunting is--if someone has done a bad 
thing--unexpected, everyone is surprised. This is to 
ching al> Ledimo compares the story of Gaotna and his wives 
making the pile of excreta. They would say they ching a (ed) 
him, surprising and bad. They say thelunting ching a (s) 
them. 

Is there a song about a fight or war? None. 

5) About the //Guashi instrument--another. Qui was saying 
the //Guashi instrument has a song--the manghetti has a 
song. 

( 6) ly favorite--/Gao sang alone, tuned and then all three 
sang41 } 

( L 7) Without break between 6 and 7 the three went on. Gama 
gama--another //Guashi song. Qui said gama gama. Gama 
gama /Gua tsu a. When a person asks to marry a girl and the 
parents refuse, the young man (the singer) says they are 
refusing. A husband married co-wives. He loves one and 
divorces the other. She cries and says gama gama. The 
second Wife a young girl and the husband may love her most 
and neglects the old wife. They say he gama ga a5the new 
wife This is to explain gama gama--not what the song sayso 



R.-57 

7,8,9--2 

\C~c...o<" \-\-au.c; °S- V\.St-

L "t ....-re.-~e-r le.L..,"" 

8) 

Reel 

Reel 

Reel 

Another //Guashi song. They sing this if they are hunting, 
and get nothing~ This is how they we~p if they fail in 
hunting. It has the word mother mother repeatedo 

They say at the end let us go to listen to ·the play 
back" 

Noo 7--has two songs, No. 6 and No. 7. 

No. 8--has Nos" 1 through 5. 

No. 9--has No. s. 



Nos . 10 8i 11 

June 1 ·, 1 53, re0ord·ng and pictures--movies . .. t wer ·t 
in front of/ ui rs skern . 

fG o from G.G . 
II~ 
/Ga 
Gao 
Khau//a, son of Demi 
Jrui , young man wide eyes 'rom G. G. 
Tsamgao 
Demi 
and others listen·ng 

Gao//Nai songs th last one of the morning w'th //Ao holding 
head in hunds and /Gao holcITngI"nstrument out in front is a song 
for ~rying when he 'ails in hunting , and ords in it the~ say . 
Gao//Nai JG-i dama . Gao//Nai guni dama . 

name to miss to miss 
f hunt hunt 

person 

hy does he sing of Gao//N i? Bee use he made this song . 
/Gao sa she did not make any songs . 

The first ones were the old songs of the inst net . 

re there still more songs which they have not sung? 

In he morning recording ·as taken at werft--reels 10 an 
11 . Pi~tures made· t same time . Last song on reel 11 is a 
Lament by Gao//Nai; see note . No other notes taken . No number s 
given songs . 

No . 12 

J ne ld, 1953 , at camp , afternoon recording . N mbering 
c ntin ed £ram recording o • yesterday . 

s·x singers: //.o , Kau//a , / ui, young nan ~rom G. G., our 
/ ui, Naisi , brother of Goeshay, /Gao, pla ing . 

3) ongs nf the //guashi . o ther na1ne . 

10) Songs of the //guashi . 
Between 10) and 11) recorded sound of str ' ngs separately . 

11) Eee yaw yaw--l~vely rhythm (for B ·shmen) . Do they sing 
this ~hen they feel happy? Yes , this is a happy mood song . 
\rlhen they have eaten a lot of meat they sing this . 

I put on t ning fork and touched the strings separately to 
record scale . 



eel No . 13 

~c.e \-\. 'lU-<..S tt"~S r 
"I.,._-\-c.-r~ v-e. e,,---- Le. .l " ....... a 

n 12) 1) 14) nd 15) ,,Gao went ·rom one to ther ithout s p) n 0 • 

T n boys and four men h ve been listening sitting per ectl 
quiet for 1 1/2 hours . 

12) JGoa--about e·e o · wood the stump, (Noa of a tree . 
pers n sees the stump (the height of a person) and 

thinks it is person . The singer is happy to see 
another person . Goes to the tree, inds it only a 
stump which has made fool of him . 

13) This is the lamen· for th~ lost lover . Sung oy th 
deserted wife eeping for her huso nd . 

14) pop op--is bout anther bird calleo lGa. The sound 

15) 

the bird makes is in the song? No . 

ere there rds? This is about a bird . 
tree called/ ui ( ) and this i 
quee long sound . Does the bird sing? Th 
sound of the bird . It p cks the tree and 
/Kolko /Ko /Ko 1 ·ke the ch)pping sound . 

There is a 
about a/ u · i 
y make the 
they say 

Do only men sing these songs? omen do not sing thes . 
There are some songs women sing . ~ven No . 13 the lament not 
sung by women . These songs oelong to the 5 strings played b 
men only . /omen have songs played by our strings . 



June 17 . Thirty-one ~omen . 

1) Honey song-- about five minutes ith clapping . 
la) .ithout clapping . 

2) Giraffe--about five minutes with clapping . 
2a) without clapping . 

3) Giraffe--song of tNisa l na the medicine woman . 
without clapping . 
3a) /Gam says a big giraffe song . 

4) Rain--with clapping . 
without clapping . 

( 

5) Sun 

No . 15 

5a) Sun without clapping . 

6 ) Eland with and without clapping . 

7) .1amba 

They do not know Mamba song : The girls from 

ith and 

the said but then someone remembered it and they sang it . 
Sixteen babies are present too . These are medicine songs . 
No words to the songs . 

Ledimo says the name in Bushman zoa tsi zoa is the way he 
aid it . loa = honey , tsi = song . 



Nos . 20, 21, 22 & 23 
- J, 

f<.,~, R-Gq:-R-'10> I 

Dance June 20, 1953, Filmed . Sound recording taken 

12 :0u noon to 4:00 P . i . 

Gigae 
Naisi 
Gao 
;6Gao 
Tushay 
/ ui crooked 
//Ao 
Bo 
/Gao 
Tall dark from G. G. 
_eddish from G. G. 
Kaua son of Demi 
Young man ring o o on back of head and headband 

1 
Ungka 
//Kushay 
From G. G. three fO .ng girls 
¥omen from tGao, three 
Kho//o 
Khau//a 
/Gam 
Hooga wife of Gao 
Di//khao t na 
/Gasa 
Bau wife of Bo 
;ifGhea 
Khuga daughter of Gao 
Kuga ife of traisi 
Khuan//a daughter of Di Khao 



g ... "~ 
Reel o . 18 

June 1 ... , 195~ . Girls and wome . 

Khuan//a, sister of /Gas~ sings song of the //guashi alone . 

1) 1st pla ed instrum n • lone then sang . 

2) II shay, Kho//o , huan//a an Khuan//a , a //guashi song. 
1 manghttti song . 

3) Th d ve song, - //gu shi song . Th s two w re sung 
w·thout an interval . 

4) t U , JGoma--Short l U. 

5) Ba Ts' , t o B us--they were co- i ves . r they hap 
together? They were jealous . That happened· No divorce, 
ut they· ere unhappy . They er real people whom they 

know . The husband nade the song . 

o) anghetti song--th·s is a happy song. Then they are in 
the manghetti orest eating manghettis they sing it . 

In 6th Ba dances ith rattle . Cries as rattle ta-en o ·t . 
Pounding of arrow heard in 1st . link o aucklets in 5th . Bab~s 
always present when women sing . 

Tree caterpillar . //Khuga has god voi e . 

) Khwova--has a lovely rippling accompanyment . //KushaJ ; 
Khuan//a, sister o /Gas ; huan//, da ghter o ho//o; 
//Khug, wi e of Naisi; foNisa, i~e of Ga; foGisa, daughter 
of Kho//o; Kho//o; lHaeg, i 'e o- G~, not singing m ch; 
foN ·sa1na, me~icine oman . Khow as married and could 
not be £aithful to her husb nd . Divorced . h husband 
missed her and sang this song . It " s a sad song . as 
she a p rson they knew? Yes . Who illade the s0ng? Husband . 

Short IU-- o . 4 sung withouts opping after o . 3, the dove . 
t U as m rried as co-wife . Sh as not happ and not di orced . 
Hr husband loved her and anted her to sty . id h_ sing it to 
ma e her eel more ha py? He just sang i aoout her ecause she 
was unhappy . Did he love her very mu~h. Y-s . as there su ~h 

pers n? -, s, i. t was so eone they ne . She as marr • ed to 
Sha l g i . t was ._· ealo s . Sha l gai ' s children m· de song bout 
IU. Is it sad? No ; the children ere the children f the other 
ife . 

No . 1 

8) Dama gumts --Herero legs . They say he sav Herero 
walking and alking nd made a song o to~ his 1 gs . 



June 18, 1953 

Recording in p . m. continued . 

Khuan//a told Khuan//a about the trip . /Qui told hunting 
stories, with response from listener {/Qui , brother of //Kushay) . 
The Khuan//a , ~Goma , Qui , /Gasa trip. 

They said they were afraid of dying of thirst . They sent 
three men for water . They returned late in the night and 
saved them . 



Conversation the timethe Prospectors came--Mr. Brussow, dr. 
Preller and Mr. Blume. 

We. wi 11 break his back. 

What are you doing? 

Don't spoil the inside of it. 

The doctor 

Ledimo evidently ·can't make out what they see. 

One went first, the other followed the owner of that head. 

The truck has been to get water. 

Tsamfgaotna and his wife went home. You go and listen what 
is happening. I am not going. You always run for things. The old 
people are not going. You children want to run for things. What 
ever happens among the non-Bushmen you run to see. You do not wait 
for the old people to go and listen and tell you. We old people 
are supposed to go and listen and then come and tell you. This is 
how things are done. 

My knee is sore. 

I did not do that. I will leave early tomorrow. 
Let us listen what is happening. When you see trucks 
to them. You don't know what they have or what about 
person hears a truck he must wait and not run to it. 
a thing they must let the old people · go and watch and 
what is happening. 

Sit down. 
you just run 
them. If a 
If people see 
tell the rest 

This man Gumtsa can't tell stories. He just says hum hum hum. 
All these Europeans are going to Kai Kai. All say they want to gq 
to Kai Kai. A young person is not to run and see first. He may be 
killed by things. 

The owner of the stories can listen and come and tell us. But 
there he is standing not going to the trucks. What will you see? 
You do not know the language*. If you leave the man* who knows the 
language and you run ahead--you see my gray hair. Do you think I 
am a child? I saw a lot of things before you were born. When I 
tell you things you must listen to what I say. This man is our 
Master. You children are naughty. I do not understand your reasons. 

* Ledimo says they refer to him as the Master saying they dealt 
with his father. It was old ~Goma who said this. ~H~~told this 
after my questioning about who this could be. 1-t } v)~ 

1 
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We tell these children but they do not listen to what we say. You 
think we are like a child. This man is our Master*. We dealt with 
his father. We know all things from this man. a snake can chase 
a person. When we do things we do things righto People can see 
this man is strong. He is the man who can do things . 

Boys playing with autos. Brr. Brr. Brr. 

Then singing--men at #Toma's place. Toward end of reel 
Khuan//a comes to group who were talking abovet 

Khuan//a comeso 

Someone says. This man went out hunting. He was unsuccessful. 
He has come to ask for tobacco. Come--tell us the news. Kh an//a 
has come she says: Some Europeans came. One is short. One has 
shorts on. One has a hat. He is as big as Tsamgaotna. 

eople say that the people at Samangaigai are castrated and 
they come to do us here. Laughter. No that one is just telling a 
tale. She is telling a story. Laughter. 

A man said--this is the man who could be castrated. (Singing 
resumed.) (Laughter) 

Whose thing ,is this one man said. This one should be castrated. 

* Ledimo say they refer to him as the ~aster saying they dealt with 
his father. It was old ~Goma who said this. He told this after 
my questioning about who this could be. 1 

) 
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Nos . 24, 2~, 26, 28 

-7h 

Night . Verft . Choama . June 20, 1953 . 

First conversation . 

1) IU and IUngka (sister of ~Tom) ~Toma le~t fire . They 
ere talKing art1fi~ ally into the mi ab u Laurence 

and e . !U said D1//khao a quora //In= //khao has no 
sense . I said gauts = un erstood . 

2) Conversat ·on at Gao . ed . fire . 
lHooga, Di lai , INai , Khuga , ~Nis e . 

3) v nversation at fire of /Ga 
la~ of old /Gase . 

usician with// o , son- in-

) Song with //guashi accompan men at 'ire o uem . Demi 
lay wra ped in kaross . /Kho sat near . Kh an//a an 
Demi ' s young son G· o sat pposite at outside o fire . 
Khuan//a playe nd sang with/ hoa very so·tl . . s 

hat song . 

5) Tok nike to //,o ' s skerm (s0n of old iGoma) rhere oung 
men and i ·sa and our ! Ungka ere talking more loudly than 
others . hen e set the m·ke there (Heiner helping ) the 
young men stood up and began to sing . They went to the 
dance circle . There as some calling out . Presently others 
came . Soon a choana dance started . John came over ~rom 
our cam and was initiated . (see notes ) 



Translation of conversation between ! U and JUngka by 
Ledimo listening in ear phones . Conversation of IU and fUngka 
at lU ' s fire into the mike . They wer e spealing delib rately into 
the mike . Reel 24- - l U says: 

Di//khao (na . Di !ai was given something by Di//khaotna . She 
strung them and wore them . I want Di//khao l na to give me the same . 
Please give me something to drink . Next time she will give me some 
beads to wear~ Di//khao Jna will give me a scarf 0 //Kushay and I 
~ere working for Di//khao lna . She gave each a scarf is what I say . 
I am asking her to give nice things to /Gaishay . Di//khao Jna does 
not favor me . I have been asking these things ~ Do you not know you 
are our chief . Di//khao t na ' s heart is far from me . When she goes 
away she will give me a scarf and beads . l'hen she goes away I want 
her to give me a scarf and beads . Why Di does not let us speak . 
Di lai and ! Ungka have been asking things from Di//khao fna but 
she does not give the1 things . This is what I say . I was hurt 
by falling from a truck . My back and body are sore . I am sick . 
That is why I don ' t go out for veldkos , because I am sick 4 I want 
my mother to give me some and she does not give me any . I want 1Ungka 
to get me some , she does not. I am lying down sick . I am starving . 
If my mother Naoka l na were here she would give me some veldkos . She 
is not here . So I am starving . Di//khao tna and Tsamgao tna do not 
favor me . They do not give me food. Only mealie meal . That is 
what I am living on . Why does not i//khao l n give me some fat . 
My ankle is sore . If she gave me fat my ankle would be better and 
I could go out for veldkos. Tsamgao tna wants me to go to the 
manghetti trees~ I do not think I shall be able . He wants me to 
go to the manghetti trees. It is far . This is what I say . The 
place is far . The people who stay there are unfavoring people . Not 
sympathetic . They do not give food . When they see people from a 
far place coming to their place their hearts do not fee l good . I 
do not want to go . I have told this to Tsamgao Jna but he does not 
understand what I am saying . I ask my mother , Di//khao Jna , to tell 
him . People are to stay in their own country to get food . If they 
go to another place , the people there are not pleased ~ My mother 
Di//khao t na does not tell Tsamgao t na . Going to a far place- -! am 
not pleased with it . This is what I say. 

End of IU' s talk ~ 

Conversation at Gao ' s fire- - several people . Ledimo cannot identify 
them. 

Gao Jna , my Tunga , why does he sit here? Why does he not go to 
the place where people are gathering (to dance) ? Gao is asleep . 
I want them to go and bring the men for the Chi lgo . I want them 
to go and dance so I can watch them and go back to sleep . I want 
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people to make fire. Please go and start the dance so I can go to 
watch. I am dead. I am sick. My ears are closed. I am missing 
someone to carry my child. I want to watch people while they are 
dancing. I wish . people who go into trance would not struggle about 
and roll on the ground and step on people and fall on them--just 
go quietly .and lie on the ground. Someone who will go in trance 
and come on me. I wish someone in trance would come and kill (the 
pain in) my back so I could carry ~Y child easily. (She says.) 
Someone's forehead is hard as steel. (Someone) has no hat on. My 
husband. Mi Tum why don't you give me things, some gifts. Do you 
think I have something. I have none. My head is aching. ~Toma is 
visiting his IGutna. They are talking-what can we converse about. 
Will you visit us and we can converse about something. We will call 
you MaMa--one of your daughters fNisa. I did not watch your dances. 
Please make a dance so I can go and watch. Would women bring some 
veldkos and while I am watching you I can eat. My tGuma has given 
me a cigarette and I enjoy it. Your dances have been very weak 
sometime. I want a strong dance. Veldkos are very good. Some 
people will they go for veldkos and fill their bags tomorrow. We 
want to sit in a truck and (trill) to go and get veldkos. It is 
nice to go on a truck for veldkos. People do not get tired and 
they enjoy it. We shall go tomorrow in the truck to manghettis. 
We shall enjoy the place when we get there. fGao (the lame fGao) 
will go. He is a lad. He must go and gather some veldkos. If you 
say this I will take /Gaishay because /Gaishay has no one to take 
care of him so I will take him with me. (They are spea ing of what 
they will do on manghetti trip.) Ditai says if you say that, I am 
going to get into a mouse hole and sleep. She has someone. I sleep 
because I have no people. I will keep myself there and eat the little 
food I get. I am going to JNama and there I will get the nearby 
veldkos. I will eat only the near veldkos /Namkoras. These I will 
gather. This is what I am going to do. I want to go and dance the 
Choama dance. I am going up to JGaru (a place). (Ledimo changed 
from 1st to 3rd person.) She had a stone she got from someone. 
She is going to look at the qui tree to see how it looks now. Has 
it got some berries? She took the stone from Gau!go. She is going 
to look at the ·Qui (tree). She may not see it. Th place is very 
far. She does not like to go there. She has no blankets. I do 
not like to go to far places. When a person follows people to a 
far place she gets tired. She does not get enough food for herself. 

Gao (med) has been given something. He wants some sugar. To 
heat up ourchests so we can be pleased. Soon he (Tsamgao) will be 
going away. Mhy does he not give us. She is feeding us. We are 
pleased. When she goes we shall miss her and be lonely. Tomorrow 
I shall ask for sugar and cook my cocoa. When I ask him he will 
give me some sugar. 

A woman says: 

Would he give me something when he leaves. I wonder. I wonder. 
I want him to give me beads and scarf. She gave me some medicine and 
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matches. I wonder if she could give me a blanket. I think this 
is what Di//Khaofna and Tsamgaofna will do. I am missing beads. 
I want them to give me some beads. I wonder if he will give me 
some beads. I wonder if he will give me some clothes. I am 
working for him but only because these days I am sick. That is 
why I do not do much for him. If he will give me a blanket and 
beads I shall be pleased. Even to old /Garn. Will she give plenty 
of gifts to old /Gam. I have no dish. I will ask for a dish. 

Gao Med. says I wish Tsamgao)na could repair my pot. 

Dilai says I wish /Khoama and ~Nisa to be given gifts. They 
have been playing in the pan for me. They have no dishes. Could 
they be given dishes. This is what we wish Di//Khaofna would do 
when she leaves. We want her to give us a lot of gifts. She asks 
someone to cook mealie meal. This Gao is working for her. I wish 
they would give him a lot of gifts. I like Di//Khaolna very much. 
When she goes away my heart is going to miss her because she is 
my mother. Another said she is my /Utsu. 

Gao says "Make up a dance. Someone wants someone to cook 
mealie. · fter they eat she wants to watch the dance and then come 
and sleep." 

A man says: I want the people from the east and west to go 
into the danie--the owners of east to make the dance. //Ni (rhymes 
w±th knee) G aosi, owners of the eat and Nora Gxaosi, owners of Nora 
far away to the west.· 

woman: She says her knee is sore. She wants to watch the 
dance. 

X A man: Nao/ga G aosi the owners of Naoga (a place) he wants 
them to come. About our trip to the manghetti trees. They will 
enjoy it. It will be nice. 

Someone: Where are you two people? 
some tsi. A woman says her knee is sore. 
she will do on the way to the manghettis. 

He wants them to cook 
She does not know what 
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\hy don't they go and dance the Choama? What are they doing? 
Vhy do they hesitate to dance because the dance is not theirs. I 
want the young boys to stretch up their legs. Where did he send it 
to? He got it to the truck, I think. What talk was it about 
yesterday. They always decide to dance but when the sun goes down 
they don't do ito hy don't they go to the dance and dance. Then 
we come to sleep and tomorrow morning we go out for veldkos. Not 
women but men said it, are you don't work together eople 
always shouting a dance. We and young girls come and watch you 
while you are dancing. This part of this country is chau veldkos 
and is where we can get some because women don't go there alw~ys. 
They just go to the other place where there is gamayome. 

I was a good hunter. 'hat is wrong with me now I don't see a 
animal to kill, what is wrong with me? There is another man where 
one ~land walks aroundo I wish I could get that Eland. Why don't 
the hunters get it? Gui and Gau attacked it but they did not get 
it. They chased it but they didn't shoot it. Vhen a person is 
chasing a Eland to see where he has stopped he must be very careful 
not to follow the track but go aside and look very careftilly in the 
bushes, they might see the horns shining through the bushes and 
they may shoot it. Sometimes a person runs and stays in front of 
an Eland and they watch and stand till they come near and can shoot 
him. Gui has taken my pipe. Where is Gui with my pipe? They 

-missed such a very big Elando These people are playing the instru-
ment but not nice. Get onl They are talking about the Choamao 
Why don't they start? 

This was /Gao Music and //ao. 

Get on with the dance! You are spoiling the music, please. 
Gather, gather for the dance, peoplel 

(Intermission dance I) ( usic) 

Get on, get on with the dance pleaset Hurry up, come, come, 
com t 

Sing for him please, give him female voices so that he can go 
and sing for his people next time. He wants a female singing to eat. 
Don't give him bad things but just give him very nice things and 
dances. (Old Guma talking, referring to the mike.) 

Please don't do that, get on with a very nice singing. You 
have eaten so don't do such a bad singing. Let's get together and 
do the Choama singing. People should sing with a very nice voice 
so he can sing back to people very nice (referring to playback!). 

h, my throat is dry. 

(Gow Helmet and Gow edicine coming ino) 

Come on people dance this dance, dance. It is the usual dance 
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you all know. And you must be very serious about this dance as 
this dance is not ours, it's from the south. 

(Guma, Headman) 

Remember that this dance is not yours. The owners of this 
dance are living around about and if you dance that dance so lazy 
you may not defend yourselves from locusts when they come to you 
next time. This Choama song is not from north not from the west or 
east but from this place. You take it easy as if you don't know{ 
Somebody's voice, seems it is a woman . Who is she among us? This 
is Choama. You are the owners of the Choama, I am notl Women has 
treated on my house. This . is the Choamao We must dance it till 
morning so that Mr. Marshall and Mrs. Marshall bring a half bag of 
mealie meal that was left so we can cook it here and we are spending 
a whole day eating it and enjoy it. Only men who are dancing the 
Choama are to eat it, no womenJ Get on, get on, get on, dancel 
Don't play, dance hard! 

(Dance 11) 

Get away behind the womenl Come to see <lancet This is the 
way you must do it, it's coming on nicely. Please leave women 
alone and come to the dance. Let us imitate the locusts when they 
eat grassl People who are sitting besides their fire please come, 
we are going to put their fires off. 

(Singingl) (Women) 

Please come, let us come together and let us dance heret 

(Dancel) 
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Zuma //Kushay 
Di//khao, little girl 
Khuan//a , daughter of Kho//o 
Di//khao , wife of /Gase 
Kau//a , daughter of JNaisi 

#Gisa , daughter of Kho//o & #Gao 
/Khoa , ~ife of Demi 
Kho//o , wife of #Gao 
/Gasa , daughter of t Naisi 

!Haoga , wife of Gao 

1) - !Gee 

2) //Goni 

3) !Koa 

4) Joro tsi 

Xama , one yea~ to 14 month daughter 
of //Kushay o 

Deke , s o n of Zuma , 2 years is dancing 
and clapping 

uff ·dder song about 2 1/2 minutes o 
It bites someone and everyone is unhappy . 
It is a lament q {Gee Igo Kuni ju--words 
in song are a male puff adder bites a person ~ 
This may cause death~ A sad song about a 
bad thing. 

A song about a beetle . Say next time song 
for a bettle IKaoga danced--3 babies 

, are dancing , t Ungka , daughter of Bo , Xama 
and De ke. They gather veldkos and the 
beet l e pinches them with its neck~ JGo is 
word for short . In song they add a syllable 
a and si is added too , a kind of adjective 
symbol 9 Neck //Goni ( !King 

( IGo-asi (Neck 
(short 

!Go is lower tone - -longer o 
JGo is higher tone and short o 

A veldkos song . They gather IKoa and eat 
it and feel life and feel happy and made 
a song out of this to praise it . 

Dance rattle song . In announcing I said 
song of the dancing rattle . Should have 
said song of dance rattles _ Xama is dancing 
as I never saw a baby dance in perfect 
rhythm , clapping and singing , stamping first 
one foot then other- -then two stamps with 
each foot 0 Sometimes hands behind back , 
sometimes swings arms like women stamp , like 
men knees bent o The rattles are from 
cacoons which they gather for food . The 
caterpillars are hairy and prick their 
fingers so they made a song out of this . 
They rub them with a piece of wood to 9e t 
the hairs off and cook them in the ashes . 
Is it a sad song? No , a happy one o Though 
their hands are pricked and itching they are 
happy to have the caterpi l lar to eat . 
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5) tGanfgu 

6) Nlhoi 

7) //Ko go 

8) Song of 
Wasps--
!Gum/kali or 
/Gario 

Song of a Forest. Would use word for a 
manghetti forest //Gu Gaugu. When the 
rain starts the country gets green where 
the rain is falling. They are pleased 
about thisQ They enjoy the country being 
green and moistenedo The veldkos is 
coming4 The greenness of the trees is the 
point. 

adillo songo The song expresses the way 
the amadillo walks so slowly and how it 
sticks out its long tongue and the ants 
stick to the tongue. · 

Song of the caterpillar. These are cater-
pillars which they eat 0 They sing this as 
they gather Does it praise them? Yes, 
the song means they are happy while they 
gather them. 

When they go for veldkos they are often 
bitten by them. Does the song say they 
are chi dole? Does the song please the 
wasps and keep them from coming to bite 
them? No, they sting anyway. 

Young boys often dance to these songs, women too. Dances 
which are just for fun unlike Med. dances~ 

9) JGumta 

10) lKautKau 

11) IHaru 

Song of old kaross~ A song and dance 
which girls do. We have picture. Some 
poor girl has a poor worn kaross. Others 
have new karosses and 1re beautiful 9 She 
laments for her old one~ Has no one to give 
her a new one. It is a song made by young 
girlE?. 

Song of game feet together hopping in 
circle. Very shorto 

Jump rope game. Xama is still dancing 
keeping each different rhythm perfectly. 
Deke is holding a big stone in his mouth. 

End of reelao 

Without instrument //Guashe--with clapping. 
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June 22, 1953. 

Khuan//a, sister of /Gasa, daughter of JNaisi and //Khuga singing 
aloneA 

1) Norofgum Si JKoa About an old kaross. 

2) Di Kira About a Herero--the name of a person~ 

3) lKuru or !Guru A veldkos. Does it praise it? Yes, 
11I<~ sing when they gather it. 

Di Kira had words? No, nothing happened to the Herero. Is 
i:t a praising song? He does not give people food. The people 
with him are unhappy and made a song about him. A sad song? No. 
They long for food-. Where does he live? At /Noi. lUngka made 
the song. Not ours~ She lives there. 

Has Khuan//a made any songs herself? Songs that she made 
are JGee, Puff ' dder. She was bitten and her father was bitten 
and then she sang it. The caterpillar song, //Kogo she made. 
She is 16, 17, or 18 years old. There were many caterpillars. 
They enjoyed them and made a song. 

Reel 30 Recording 
June 22, 1953 

A small reel continuing recording of above date. 

12) Dama Kuri The song sung for ball game., Singing 
game played with a melon. 



Reels No. 29 & 30 

Notes on f\lusic 

~.L•, June 22, 1953. 

resent: Kho//o, //Khuga, Di//khao, /Khoa, /Goeshay 
Demi and ~Gao came uninvited. 
Ledimo 
INaishi from hunchback's area, ~Gao,/ ui 

ould they make a song if someone h d very good fortune 
or showed great skill in hunting? ould they not make a song 
of praise? They praise by speaking of himp /Khoa answers. 
If someone dies is there any song of sadness, mourning sung 
/Koa answered. Never any. Do they ever make a song to shame 

a person? No this ·is not their custom--ask more, about Khwova. 

Arethere any obscene songs? Explained obscene to Ledimo 9 

They say noto Would it be bad to put an obscene joke into a 
song? Men could do it if on a musical bow. The one who was 
lamenting his wife's being taken might make a song of/ ifgae at 

am, but this is not an obscene song? ould it be funny or sad? 

It would oe a sad song because he would feel hurt. 

IU(goma(short u.) C ~o 
Did they make the music or the words? Children of her co-

wife made the song. tU was wife of lNani and co-wife of Sha gai. 

U is dead 0 Sha gai is dead. tNani is living, a grown man not very 

old The children of Sha gai made the song. Vho were they? 

Dam and Namski. Do I know either of them No. Did they m ke the 

music or the words? Deni says they made a / /Guashi Q ·hen it was 

made they played it and started singing. Did they make new music 

on the instrument. Yes 0 The music was new. Not an old song. 

Did they say words as they were singing? lU IGoma dem ka gua. 

Ledimo can't translate. He thinks dem is a prefix as miss in 

miss-shoot, miss-fire, mis-hap. Gua is co-wife goowa ka is an 

auxiliary verb "helping" dem This means that lU was at fault 

She was not a good co-wife. She was jealous. She wanted to keep 

the husband to herself, away from the other wife When Dam and 

INamski sang this song would it make JU ashamed? She could not 

be ashamed. What she did was to flaunt herself, praise herself. 

She sang it with them. If she had been a more gentle woman would 

she have been ashamed? If she were a good co-wife she would not 

like it and would not have allowed people to sing. She was not 

angry that they made the song? No 0 What do the women think--
that she was not a good woman to be so jealous that people made 

such a song about her Do you think the song itself is a pleasizg 

song? They like it. Why do they like it? /Khoa answers it is a 

beautiful song. nice song--/n tsi (tsee). Could they say a 

person was /n? No. Could they say a headband was /n? It is /um 
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Are only songs /n? Answer. Songs are Iii~ neople enjoy it 0 Are 
tsi /ii? Yes indeed all answer at once--enjoyable maybe is idea. 

Do they know any songs that are not /n? No, they are all /ii. 
If I should phy the //Guashi badly they would say that was not /ii. 
That would be dam /kao. Can food be dam /kao if it does not taste 
good. All food is good. There is no food which is dam /kaoQ It 
could be if spoiled dam /kao. 

What do they like about a song that makes it /n? If people 
like to sing songs are /no If people are unwilling to sing as 
at a dance they leave the dance saying the songs are dam /kao. 
If the //Guashi string is not tuned that is dam /kao Some people 
sing better than others. If one sings too low or too high his 
singing is dam /kao. 

Have they a word for rhythm? Long explanation of clapping 
and dance stepso Chain dance--Shi ·!Hoo high tone on [Hao. 

The Two Baus .. o. 
The husband's name they do not know. The two Baus were riends. 
They loved each other. They would both say bad things about others--
back biting. People did not like this. Who made the song? The 
song came from the north. They do not know the people. Were the 
two Baus co-wives? No, they were tons. ' re there words in that 
song? No words except Bau tsa (two Baus). Vere they ashamed of 
the song? Yes. They do not know exactly who made it. Did it 
make the two Baus behave better? Yes, they stopped backbiting~ 
People made them ashamed and they were not always together as 
they had been. Did any of these people know either Bau? No, 
they just heard about all this. Do they like the song? Some 
like it, others do not. 

Khwova c,._ 
Gao dama 

Khwova did not like her husband. She left him to marry 
another. Her first husband made this song. His name was 
Now they say she was engaged and at the time on the approval of 
the marriage she was young. She did not like the fiance. She 
refusedo They do not know his name. He made the song about her. 
He still loved her and the song is to mourn that she would not 
come to him. Is this a very beautiful song? Very. Did the 
husband made the music himself? He made the instrument and 
started singing this. How long ago? Long ago-they make gestures 
with two hands two feet and a handful of sand. Now Demi says he 
was a old man. Measurements of time are futile. 

Which is the most beautiful of the three--short /U, two Baus, 
and Khwova? They like all three equally they say. Who learned 
the Khwova song first in this group? A man brought it. lNamko 
and Dani they went to the west and learned it from people ihere. 
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Do they have to give a gift for a song learned from other 
people like this? Usually they do give a gift for the song. 
Can either men or women sing these three songs? Either can 
sing them. Men sing these songs better than women. 

Are there any songs that only women can sing that men 
must not sing? They can think of none. Are there any that 
women must not sing except the Chilgo? None beside the Choama 
songs. Are there any songs sung at time of first menstruation 
ceremony that men must not hear or must not sing? There are--
yes. 

Could they sing any of those into the mike? They answera 
They have no girl in this state. Could they just sing the songs. 
No, they cannot sing them except at the ceremonyo 

Will they sing this p.m. Yes. What more songs are there 
like Khwova and short tu. None like that, but there are the 
dance-game songs of girls. 
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June 24, 953 . Khuan//a singing alone . 

1) 

2) 

3) 

Puff .. dder song--composed by herself' . [ o 
• : I J' , i • 

!,C. • (. ,. 1 f°~ l; • Q.-

6~ J ,, •~ Cl ti ~ . V't4,f'f 

/Ghxai--a song about a man named /Ghxai ho played the sM1~ 

//guashi . No she says he made the song . sad song . 
People were not pleased with him . He ill treated his 
mother . Did he improve his behavior? Yes . Not 
recorded before . 

1- 1 ga--not recorded before . 
bout a ~ow eland . ~land other word is tNa. There 

nany cow elands together . This is what the song is 
They illed ~ne an, sang because they were pleased . 
made this song? They do no~ n~w who. in old song . 

vere 
about. 

ho 

4) .i 'ura ju--I am without a person, i . e. I am alone . Who 
made this song? They do not know . It is pla;ed by young 
girls if they had no one to give them iood . rot an 
occurance, am od . 

~nd of Reel No . 38. 

... 
L\.Jd.-, £ n,1Uufl..u? Lk. t~ 



No . 39 

J ne 24, 1953. Khuan//a sing·ng alone--contin ation from 
eel No . 38 . 

5) Bautsa--recorded before nith several women singing . 

a) Khwova--rec rded before w •• th several women singing, 
rippling accompaniment . 

) IU!Go(ma)--sounds gay . 

The above ·ere all accompanied with the //guashi played 
by herself . 1 omen singing d~1c songs . 

8) song o~ Ihu n//a uithout //guashi . • A giraf e song . 

~) Kho//o and Khuan//a singing, two voices without //guashi . 
Honey song. 

10) Three vcices; Khuan//a, duaghter of Naishi, Kho//o nd 
Khuan//a, d·ughter f 1G se . /Gam (Gu .. 1) Sn song . 

11) •o~r voices; / Gasa, daughter f / aishi ith three s i. 
1 ) . Rain song o 

They do not kno gemsbuck mus.:. . 

12) rjirst two~ices . Khuan//a and Khuan//a . ) ~1 nd 
Then third voice, /Gasa ~oined. ) 

13) Kho//o and //(hug, ~e of Naishi . ) famba 
Very good voices together . )' 

ords // h gas ys are say tha -- ve//Nay, shor • rhymes 
with hay .. 
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June 24 , 1953 . Recorded interview . 

resent : Gau , hus and of Be 
Dam 
¢Gao from g . g ll 
¢Gema 

Interpreter : Ledimo 

Ledirno says at the beginning of the recording , "Kernel 
Ledimo interpreting , " and he gives names of people nd dates 0 

e were pleased and honored . Did they plan to have the 
dance that night or did they start when they saw us come? ~Gama 
answered : They planned before . ¢ Toma , husband of JU, asked 
them to have the dance . 'ho suggested to take John in? #Goma 
does not knor but they say #Toma and //\o love John and like to 
be with h i m. Would they tell me exactly what happens e A man 
who has the song takes the novice and puts him into the center . 
_ nswer . If they ant to take someone they do not hold him they 
ask him and if he is willing he comes. Do they instruct him and 
tell him ho to do what to do, Does he show h i m how to dance? 
Novice starts dancing 1an watches . John took off his coat 
The men took off their blankets and threw them into a tree only 
because they were hot . 

Sounds-- they imitate birds , animals to make the sound nice . 
Tbe tri ll ~s to uplift the song . To lift up people ' s minds . Is 
the trill bird or an animal? No , just a sound made by them . 
Vould they imitate the hyaena sound . They did . ·ha iha , a jackal 
sound . They imitate these sounds only because these are the 
animals that make sounds Bucks make no sounds . wo they make 
lion sounds? No , they might illustrate a tiger sound . They do 
not make the lion sound because they are afraid . Someone might 
but they are afraid and wouldn ' t themselves do it . Gom made it 
again . Hyaena again , jackal again They make it in th r hy thm 
of the dance o #Goma said Gau ' s jackael sound was not correct 4 
#Gao made a Qi rd sound . The bird is /Hoshay n/hoshay A small 
bird , black in color . Trill ha ha . Heard early in the nor ing 
in the autumn season , raining season . 

Is there ·any other purpose in making the sounds but to make 
the dance sound full and strong? 

Kudu? They do not imitate . The Kudu makes its bark when it 
is afraid and running away . That sound made by a Kudu is made wren 
the Kudu is forced . The tiger , jackael and hyaena make their 
sounds at any time . 

Do the sounds made in the dance teach the novices a out the 
life around them in the veld? The young men are taught to do the 
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same as the older men . ~fay the young men who are dancing make 
these sounds or must they not make them? They may make them 
just as the old men do~ Do the young men sing when they dance or 
must they dance quietly? If they are already owners they can sing . 
If they are not owners they do not sing If they are not owners 
of the song they do not imitate the animal sounds . {ould it be 
very wrong for the young men to sing before their owner? If they 
broke this rule what would happen? They would get boils on their 
throats The s ong is a very strong song is it not? ~nswer : a 
big song. 

There are words in the song. I said I knew they could not 
tell them to a woman--could they? hen they sing they sing I 
wish I had food to eat . He would say if he had not had enough--
I wish to have enough food to eat . Are there any secret words 
that they cannot say? They do not say there are any. 

(Qui thinks //Ao took John . It was not he 9 ) 

<£,vrel'-\._ 'e'l 7 
Reel No . 27 begins about here . R-~7 

I said I was pleased that //Kuga put s a powder on John . 
It was an honor was it not? They said yes . 

Could they tell what it means when the women put s a 7 hen 
a woman puts sa it gives them health and the dancers feel well 
in the morning . If sa were not put on the dancers would feel very 
weak in the morning~ 

Does anyone know anything more about where the Chi lgo came 
from? ~Goma says the dance was bro ght by Tuka Xosi and ~Goma 
IKoaQ They brought it from the south and taught them the dance 
here . After they became owners here the two men went back to the 
south . Tuka Xosi -- Xos means temple o ~Goma !Koa--goma knee . 
'hen was this? Was ~Goma a young boy? (He is 70ishJ He was 

younger than his son /Gunda .. Was he made the owner at the time 
the two men were here? Wa$ it at a full Chi (go made outside the 
werft? Who else became an owner at that time? Demi? Not the 
same time 0 Anyone else I know with fGoma at that time . ~Goma and 
his tunga iGise who is dead 9 . His brother Gunda (dead), /Qui ' s 
father /Gao (dead) , ( i Gao brother of Debe , father of l Uo) 

Did they know the two men before they came to give the Chi l go? 
No ~ Do they know where they lived? They lived in the south . 
The young Tu.ka , son- in- law of Gao Helmet , is a JGuma of the Tuka 
Xosi 0 Do they mean'/Gam--farther than /Gam . They point to the 
west . Could it be Epata? Epata is more to the west . The place 
is still farther than Epata . They do not know the name . Did the 
two men speak exactly the same language? They did not understand 
their language . Did they not understand it at all? /Gam says 
there are some people to the south , whose language they understand--
still further south whose language they do not under stand 
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Have they a name? (Am Kao southern ownerso Nharu, a name of a 
nation Ledimo says .. Did the two men belong to the IAm Kao Nharu 
people? 

Do they know why they came here? They came visiting and 
came for asking gifts. Did they come with some of the peo~le 
who are their own people? Who were the people they knew? /Gasa 
#Goma Koa Knee was one of their people. He married a Nharu, 
/Gasa. Which language did the two talk together Nharu or Kung? 
They talked Kung. They are dead. 

Do they know how the Nharu people got the dance and the 
song? They had the song. #Goma Koa was given the song~ Do 
they think the song was given to the Nharu people by the Creator? 
Do they know of any of the African people who have the dance and 
song? They say they do not know of any who have it. The rhythm 
seems differento The · sound is different to them toot What do 
they think about that difference? There is a difference because 
the songs are different songs. One is for men; one is for men and 
womeno Have the Nharu people had the dance for a long long time? 
Very long. 

Does #Goma know what presents were given to the two men who 
brought the dance here? /Gam Gau and JGoma answers, knives, 
ostrich egg shell beads, European beads and wires gasa iron. 
Were these big presents? They were big presents given for a big -
dance. 

Did they like the two men who came? They liked them very 
much. They were chi ja, They were happy to have the dance. 

Have ¢Goma say JAm Kao Nharu 

Is there any story about the /Ho Shay bird? #Gao is 
answering. There is no story about the bird 9 That is not the 
same bird as in the story of the fire stick~ What is the name 
of the fire . stick bird? Kai Kani. /Qui made the sound the 
bird is as big as the ·match box. - {Reel changed.) What color? 
whitish. Bechuana name is Man pin pin yani., 

Mam pin py ani. 

New Ree 1 No. 38. - ca-i"' 

Clouds ( c.c1 . .e-c.l chpp, ~-
\J\-t: x1 \:ra1 e:~ c\ MS) 

The /Nao of the rain. //Ga /Nao the thinest ran clouds are 
called //Ga /Nao~ When the rain is starting they see these clouds •. 
These are male clouds. Big white clouds are called //Ga Kwe disi--
the rain's female clouds. What other kinds of clouds have they? 
Some they call /Dwe--means horse. , What kind of clouds are these? 
Big gray clouds which come when rain is coming. These are female 
clouds. Does female rain come from the female clouds and ~ale 
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rain from male clouds? Male rain comes also from female clouds. 
Male clouds make no rain. 

ale clouds 

These are thin clouds. 
white? Black, white or red. 

Female clouds 

Do not make rain. Are they always 
Red at sun set. //Ga /Nao. • 

Two kinds--Big wh:iie, //Ga Kwe disi. Big gray full of rain 
when rain is coming are /Dwe. Why do they call the big gray ones 
/Dwe? Because they are huge and fast. Though a person is far 
the rain comes fast and is on him. Do they use the word /Dwe for 
any other animal beside horse? No. 



No . 42 

Made June 30 , 1953 

Girls talking--little girls . Somebody is looking at his 
}Gu tna . Leave lice . Stop picking lice , someone said . So we said 
we are going to sleep there . They made a fire o fe said yes 9 

Long interval . No translation o 

We asked for some tooacco . e are little children . ~e iant 
to get some manghettis . I U Ina said don ' t do that . Ve gather d some 
manghettis . lU t na and her son went to the other place . e went to 
the manghettis o Tsamgao t na said we went and came home . What 
happened We ate some food and her heart was pleased . e did that . 
We are sitting here talking . Leave us alone . Tsamgao Jna said 
we ran away o Somebody said I had a lot of manghettis . I said they 
were very few . l~ went to the tsi and my throat was sore9 I did 
not gather enough . Bautna said Chi dole . Why did you not gather a 
lot of tsi . I was not pleased . I said why did you not gather a lot 
of manghettis . He does not know things. 

Khuan//a ' s father killed porcupines . We ate them . Roasted them 
on fire . But I said I am too beautiful . I do not eat porcupines . 
Ve ate them in the morning . INami what are you doing? Leave us 
alone . \e gathered tsi and came back . Bau (na took my pictures . 
Ts mgao l na mu IGu t na and I said we were thi rsty . I wanted t o gather 
khoa to free myself from thirst . Ve came and John and Gu fna saw 
Gemsbuck . John shot while they were running . He missed . They ran 
and he shot again Q The bullet said hup and we said that bullet has 
got it . We said (Nami Jna he misdid something . This man says he knows 
how to drive . We and Bau (na sat . Some followed the Gemsbuck . 
\~ asked John if the Gemsbuck was dead . He took the truck and 
brought the Gemsbuck . We went along (Nama t na . 

Interval . 

We stayed for many years . The two JUngkas were joking . We 
came to f UnKobe . I saw a nice wire and made a needle for sewing . 
What a beautiful sewing needle . The children were running after 
the truck . We came home . People were swearing at it saying go 
back . The truck is going home.. We came home . We said these are 
the only things we got . ie said we are home o Let us get down . 
Our backs are tired of sitting in the truck . 

Someone says talk . You keep on saying harte harte . This is 
the tsi . Next time Nhen people go to the tsi the young children 
should not go . 

¥e said Tsamgao l na is not here . If he were here e would ask 
him to take us to the tsi again . 

I went yesterday (for somet hing) and am tired . I went to the 
tsi and the manghettis . I am tired . It is good o 

Interval. 
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JNami don't drink--something 4 This is how we do. We want to 
stop this. We want to go and listen to the playback. We want to 
stop~ We do not know how to tell stories. Tell him we are sto~ping~ 
What is harte harte? The story is ended. We do not know how to 
tell stories. Repeated. We want to stop this. 

(Drawn out words) Then we went. We cameo We did not feel 
well. We want to play the dama game4 (i.e. with melon) Someone is 
playing the //Guashi. I want to go and listen to that~ We do not 
know how to tell stories. Let ns go to the machine. The story is 
ended. This is not nice. If it were singing we would do it but 
as for relating stories we don't know how. Then we went to the 
manghettis and Di//khao(na--no don't tell it that way. 

We stayed at home. We don't know how to do this. Let's tell 
stories~ I say. We are good girls. These things are dirty. I 
came home. Let us stop this. It is very weak. Tsamgaotna said 
we should say it. Tell that we want to stop this. Why 
don't they ask us to sing. They said we .should tell stories. Xama 
did not say anything. We don't know how to tell stories. Why were 
the boys not asked. They knew we do not know how to tell stories. 

1hy did they ask us. le are children. We are chi dole things. 
We do not go about. We do not see things. What can we relate. We 
went to Gautscha. Keep on saying harte. Where is /Qui? I don't 
know how to tell things. 

Then I saw this and we did that. I'm not like a person 
and I said 

Some woman came over to the mike JU and IUngka among them and 
Ditai. I wanted to go to the manghettis yesterday and Tsamgaofna 
refused. I wanted to go to get manghettis for myself and /Qui 
refused. This husband is very naughty. Now I want to go to the 
tsi. I will ask Tsamgaolna to take me to the tsi. The old /Ga 
(i.e. /Gasa) with her dirty face full of lies. (Then Ditai 
interrupted.) 

Dilai said her chest was sore. I wanted to go with Tsamgaolna 
for manghettis but my chest was sore so I stayed at home. Vhen we 
go to the tsi I also will go because I am starving. Mi Zuma I 
will ask for the truck to go for tsi. I will go with you. You say 
I cannot sit in the truck but I can. Why do you stop me from going 
in truck? I am /0 solna. I am an old lady. I am just going to 
stay home. I am not going anywhere. But these young women who are 
strongo Don't stop them from going in the truck to gather veldkos9 
They must be allowed. I /GasaJna say this. 

lUngka: We went 1st to Kai Kai and I ~omeone says talk) fell 
down. I fell down nd I am asking people to give me some medicine. 
I missed my masters. I had no one to give me medicine. !hen I 
came they gave me medicine and I had my life. I will ask . the same 
medicine next time to drinko 
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(Before last paragraph) ·someone said she did not want to 
go t o far places because the owners of those places are not . pleased 
by people eating their food . 

End of reel 42 . 

Not a complete translation . Just what Ledimo can catch . 



June 2 '1 , 1953 

riday, .,: . M. Recording and film and still . 

Porcupine game . 

Players: 

Gao Med . 
Kau//a, son of Demi 
/Qui Neander 
Goma, son of Gau 
tNaishi, friend of !Naish 
//ao joined . 

/Gunda 
Tushay 
~Goma, son of I a1s1 
/ ui (light) from G. G. 

Not going well. Mood not lively as last Sunday . The following 
said they did not know the game: Gau , husband of Be; /Gunda , 
son of ~Goma; Gao helmet; /Qui, husband of /Gasa ; //Ao does not 
want to play--joined late . 

Has not worked up to any enthusiasm. 

Which one is killed . a) small assegai, left a r m b) big 
assegai, right arm . if a's left arm and b ' s right arm are thrown 
out, simultaneously, a is killed . If a's left arm and b ' s left 
arm are thrown out simultaneously, bis killed . Same for alternate 
arms--a right b leit, a is killed; a right be right bis killed . 

/Qui says five are the owners: 

Gao Md . 
/ ui Neander 
II o 
~Goma; son of tNaishi 
INaishi 

The others are learning . 
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1amba song has words . 

Ledimo sa s //Khuga sings say that"--kwe //nay, short 
form, rhymes with neigh, what a horse does. 

Khuan//a could thin· of no more songs she had not recorded 
for us . Kho//o was with us and could think of no more . 

Ideas 

Have two voices then three sing giraffe song, the one 
Khuan//a sang alone . Get Kho//o who will remember this . ~o 
for a demonstration have one voice, two voices, three voices, 
many women then clapping then dance itself . Like orchestra . 



1) 
I U 

2) 
JGoa 

3) 
#N 

Nos. 48 & 49 
It-- ,),' 

'R-C\ 7 t<.-C\g 
June 29, 1953, . M., Monday . 

'\Ce cc~ Je r \-\--aV\. s. £~"' s-\--
"1.., \.,.~~ t,..... le l;-.o 

Filmed and recorded . ~Toma telling story in front of Gao ' s and 
Zuma ' s skerm. 

Present: 

Gao Med. 
Bo from G~G. 
Gi gae 
;iGoma 
Gao Helmet 
Demi 

tNaishi old 
Gao husband of Zuma 
Zuma 
/Qui long face 
#Goma 

Translation of story of how animals were marked . 

Mrs . s. got baby girls digging . 

No . 48 

Conversation at fiist--Ledimo distinguishes nothing . They 
speak of w nting women to come to listen. They said we the men 
had been making the recordings. Why not wom.en? Why do not women 
come and listen? 

This man is the man who can tell the story . This man is the 
man who should cook the pot . (i . e . ~Toma) The people who were 
making the colors . The soup was cooked by Nfao and then an animal 
came ~ What is in() was nrit said--is explanation o 

Story of Marking \nimals 

NJao (respect word) is the man who put the pot on the fire with 
the soup in it o They put a wire into the fire . NJao cooked the 
pot 9 Some animal came and they decorated it (head put on straight) 
put horns on straight , prepared its nc e. They finished it and 
let it go and it said this is the wal IK.ai lKai lKai rhymes with 
key . This was an eland . JU when it walked it made the sound of 
Gao Gao Gao Gao~ Clump clump Gai Gai . 

Then came another animal. They made its short horns . They 
made its tail and it was light and when it runs away it lights its 
tail (and shows the light part underneath) and it runs fast~ A 
giraffe this was., They let it go , It followed the eland . They 
put the pot on the fire . It was boiling . They put stripes on it 
with the iron . It was made nice and soft and decorated prettily o 
When it left it ~ent like writhing . This is the python ~ (Python 
lower tone , eland higher tone . ) It was shining o (Writhing has 
gesture to go with . They made little spots on it o 



4) 

5) 
a bird 
!Kain 
!Kay 

6) 
JGao 

48--2 

· x 
/Gow came after the python--another snake. This one is little 
they said. re shall make it look smooth. They sat and thou~ht. 
(Correlate with picture) and one came ani they said we shall let 
his head be white. This will75e a servant. I wish we could give 
him some wildebeeste soup. Where shall we put it for him. 
(He said I have no dish.) He had no dish. Someone said I wish to 
have a wooden dish. Then he brought his head and said pour it on 
my head, They poured it. It was hot and burned him he said Ka Ka 
Ka Ka Ka. After that his head was white. He said the soup is 
spilling. fhy do you do that, (spill the soup)'l 

A leopard came next. They made spots bigger than the "tiger's" 
spots with the hot iron. The leopard did not cry out. He was 
brave and pleased to be made so beautiful. (No sound .in film.) 

7) (Gao shows the putting on of the spots.) Gao Med. is here at 
//Kali the translating. Came of own accord. The Kali is a little bird. 
a oird They did not wish to waste time on it, so put only a few little 

8) 
JKum 

9) 
/To 
ryhme 
with 
toe 

spots. 

Something came and they made its tail. They said this "tiger" 
is very quiet and will be a hunter. They let it go • . This is the tiger. 
(See Charlie's notes.) They decorated him. They made him with 
spots. It rolled itself up and then jumped ~nd fell far. It wara 
wara (ed) ialked softly they said. It chased a duiker. They said 
you are a good chaser. You will kill a duikerQ 

~boo ·vhoo was said in the mike. Vhoo a moaning sound. This 
is the wild dog coming. The,. Wild dog jlmped and said. They said 
yes this is a good runner. -'He will kill animals. The 
They said 
eland giraffe python--they said they first told about these animals. 

10) Something came. They put spots. This is the lion; They made 
!Ga itseyes hollow and after it was finished it went away. They said 
INaiee you will be strong. You will pull things down and kill them. 
a You are the lion. 
fairly 
long 
sound 
could 
be 
!High-

ee 

The animals were told to go but not to live together. 
must live in different places. 

They 

11) Then came a spotted hyaena. They decorated it and decorated it. 
/Gui While they were making spots it was afraid and struggledo They 

said we shall leave you now. It ran away and made the sound houie. 
They said you will be lazy. They took a stick and hit it on the 
neck .(where hump is.) and swore at the hyaena. They said you are 
foolish. We wanted to decorate you and you struggled. You will 
be lazy. This is nonsense and the hyaena went away saying 0000 (Hoo 
sound hyaena makes.) 

* See following page. 
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]Gue 
r};ly,.mes 
with way 

13) 

14) 
Tso 

15) 
/No 

16) 
/On 
short 
high 
tone 

17) 

18) 
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* Addition to lion: They cut its mouth (i.e. it has not got 
a long snout.) They pressed it with their fist pushing in the 
bone between the eyes. They marked its color. Made its color 
plain. 

Note: They throw the bones on the hairy hyaenas. 

4dd to hyaena: They swore at it. They said !Kaina who a 
gve noo. The penis 

Ten came a gemsbuck saying the animals have been decorated. 
I want to be decorated too. They made marks on its sides on its 
forehead and gave it a nice tail. They said you will have an 
ostrich egg to drink water from and they put a white mark on its 
mouth. It wentaway and they said you will be gemsbuck~ 

Then came the kudu ... They made scarifications on his back 
and black streaks on his forehead 0 And put white spots on belly. 
They let it go. It went along a path. They said you will be an 
animal that walks on paths. You will live in bushes. You will 
be a great animal. You are a kudu. 

The hartebeeste came. They said we shall make this one to 
be one color without spots. We will make you to be red~ It 
ran away and said tsa tsa ·and it trotted kop kop kop. The tso 
hartebeeste they said will be red and white at the back with a 
little neck. It says as it goes sa kop kop kop (sound of walking). 

A buck which looks like a hartebeesteo Interrogated to 
identify: Not on tapeo Could this be a roan antelope? (Laurence 
says sable antelope 0 Has seen some here.) Are horns like harte-
beeste? Gao shows them with fingers. Hartebeeste • 
This one more bent • Is bigger than a hartebeeste. 
The horns have twists in them but not like springbuck. The color 
of /No is light red, white on the back at thighs. White mark on 
mouth, White marks under eyes like a gemsbuck. Does it hold up 
its tail when it runs and is white under the tail? It leaps as 
it runs. Springbuck horns are fluted. Like springbuck they say. 
The /No has marks on its face--marks on its behind thigh. The 
horns they made like an elands horns. They said you are /No. 

Then came a duiker. They said you are a servant a little 
thing. You are nothing. We shall just give you a light coloro 
(They made a mark on the forehead.) They prepared it and after 
finishing let it go. 

There came a wildebeeste~ They said we shall just make you 
black 0 It stood and made the sound huie. They said you will 
live in pans and drink water. 

Then came a springbuck. The same pot, they said, we must 
use for making all the animals. They made the gesture of leaping. 



19) 
/Hoa 
or 
/Toa 

2oi 
JK ong 
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Then the gesture of galloping Hand fingers forward pushed out 
in quicko They let it run. It leaped to a far placeo They 
said you will be the springbuck , 

They thought they had finished marking all the animals. 
But then came a pig. Someone said there are many animalso They 
are not finished. They said (of the pig) we will give you teeth 
that will be a digging stick for you. They gave it a piece of a 
tail that it holds up when it runs. They said you will live in 
a hole made by the an* bear (aardvark--pig like with long nose) 
ardvark is called lK ong. 

Then came the ant bear and they made its color. Then they 
took a kaross and put it on the ant bear and it ran away with 
the kaross. When it runs it makes a sound like a kaross, haru 
haru. They said you will live in a hole. Go and get into a 
hole. You will eat ants. 

21) Then came the porcupinea They made him and made him. They 

22) 
/Due 

put arrows on him. 

They made all the animals. 

Zebras came. They say this one we shall decorate very 
much. They made five stripes, black and white. (/Due is same 
name as horse--when--name of star or what? could it be zebra?) 

End of Reel no. 48 

Story starts at point where white tape is about 1/5 of reel. 



23) 
Idi 

24) 
tGo-ee 

25) 
Tsu 

26) 
IGobo 

27) 
Nam tgo 

28) 
/:.Nhoi 
nazae 

29) 
//How 

30) 
/Twara 

31 ) 
!Kie 

32) 
/Nom 
Rhymes 
with 

No . 49 

June 29 , 1953 . Continuation of story of how animals were 
marked . 

There came a guinae fowl . They said we shall decorate the 
guinea fowl now . They made it with beautiful little spots . 
They made the little marks on the neck . They gave it a horn on 
the top of its head . 

Then came the pouwe . They made it and they said you go and 
live in pans . t said-, it made the sound hoa hoa hoa sit 
flew slowly or bao bao bao and he went and lived in the pan . 

There came an ostrich . They made it and gave it some wings . 
They said you follow the pouwe. You fly like the pouwe . It 
tried and fell and then ran on its feet . They said you are an 
ostrich fhile it was running something pricked its foot ~nd it 
ran limping . They said you go and lay eggs for people to eat . 
You are the people ' s servant . Go and lay eggs they said , 

Then came a partridge . 
you must live on tree juice . 

They gave it tiny spots . They said 
You will ta e care of your children ~ 

Nam fgo (male Nam) a bird- -size of partridge-- lives in 
sandy place , ~ays kwa kwa kwa kwa . When it flies- - sound is in 
recording. It went on the pans . They said your name is Nam , 
a as in father but short . 

There came an amadillo . They said you will drink rain 
water and when the rain falls you will lie on your back with 
belly up 0 You will keep the rain water in your belly and the 
water will be in your belly and you will drink that water . And 
when you see a human being you will curve yourself up . He will 
knock you with a stick on your head and kill you and eat you . 
You will be food for human beings . 

Then came //How which eats honey , a very stubborn little 
animal . Does not climb trees . Gets honey from low holes in 
trees . What color black ~i th white line .' Hans says honigdachs 
in German . Badger--what Charlie got at /Gum very hard to kill . 
They put the -iron on its back to make the white line . They made 
its head with iron . You will u s e your head like an axe . Your 
name is How . You will live on honey . You will be strong . tour 
head will be your ax for chopping trees . 

There came /Twara after this , a little what? //·o says he 
never saw one nor /Gunda . Cannot identify . Its feet look like 
a child ' s feet . It climbs trees . Never saw . I think a bush 
baby . Laurence thinks a monkey . 

There came a hare - they made it and it went away . 

Then came a spring hare . They made it . They said could we 
give it some soup . It had no dish , so it brought its hands to 
receive the soup . (Tsi soup or tsi or soup , Ledimo does not k now . 
Both said by //Ao here .) They poured the soup into its ( 2 fore 



dome 
Yes, tsi 
boiled in 
a pot ·not 
soup. 

33) 
/Geedi 

34) 
/Twee 

49--2 

feet) hands and the hands were burned~ So now it hops holding 

up its hands. It said ka ka ka (?). (Ledimo, is not sure of 
this~) Springhare is to live in a hole. 

Jackal came making its cry, hoa hoa-Ledimo 
Jackal wanted medicine-they said, they would give him some. 
They said he would be a little hunter and would eat other 
animals. 

/Twee bigger than /Geedi and red in color. Ledimo says 
not the jackals we saw at thin thuma, a wild cat. Has cat paws. 
No stripes or spotso They made him and let him go. You are 
/Twee they said. You will kill animals, and then sleep--pretend 

-to sleep. You will catch hold of ita You will eat the chests 
of little bucks. ed cat Hans sys. (It does not kill a buck 

outright. It bites, then lies as if asleep. If the buck 
struggles it bites again.) 

35) 
(U 

36) 
//Karu 

There came all things /Noa #Uma. Then came an JU. Of 
this one they said we shall break his tail and put black rings 
on its tail and give it black ears. Wa Wait said. They said 

you are a Kar~. JU shorter--not aspirated. fU name is aspirated 

a little, longer vowel, higher tone. This is the silver jackal, 

l u. 
After !U came //Karu a wild dog. They decorated it and 

said you will be a runnero Dog like a jackal has long ears, 

small brownish? No black and bigger than a jackal. Did not stand 

the decoration. ~hey said you are fazy and chased the thing 
away. 

37) ~Doo Ledimo says has light rings around. Is black, as big 

or smaller than a badger, longer hair than a jackal, bad smell 

claws, long large ears. Does not climb trees. Does not eat 
snakes, You are lazy. You go away. 

There are many creatures that mme. There are so many 
things in the world. The storyteller said we may tell of others 
but not all. 

38) Nfao--small creature like a squirrel. Lives under trees 
in holes. Does not climb trees. 

39) /Noa--they said you must eat birds' eggs. You will be a 

40) 
/Geeri 

little hunter and eat small animals. 

Then came a jackal saying everyone has been getting medicineo 

I shall be the only one left without~ They said this is a little 



41) 

"gu" 
for 
people 
and 
animal 

49--3 

thing$ fhat shall we do~- They took tsi and put it on his backo 
The jackal said Kai. They said, do not cry 0 The medicine gets 
into you this way. You will be all right~ They annointed him all 
over his whole body with tsi~ They put some on his forehead. 
He said Kai and ran away. They swore at him and said you little 
thing you ask for medicine and now you (make a fuss--are lazy)a 
You go and sleep on dung. The jackal went and found dung and 
rolled in it. On the . way home the jackal went to kill something 
for his wife. While he was hunting he met the hairy hyaena. 
He asked the hyaena where he was goingo The hyaena said my wife 
JNaoka and my daughter Di//khao are sick. I am going . to the place 
where people are getting medicine so that I may have some medicine 
to cure them 0 The jackal told hyaena not to go. He said people 
were suffering a lot there .. The givers of medicine burn them. 
Hyaena said no you are cheating me6 You are saying this because 
you have medicine and you do not want me to have any. The jackal 
says I will cure your daughter Di//khao. Hyaena said no I want 
to have medicine myself. I donJt ·want you to cure her. So the 
jackal went on and hyaena went to the place of the ceremonyo When 
the people there saw hyaena coming they said here comes hyaena~ 
They said he came latee The iron had been on the fire a long time 
and was very hot. Hyaena stood away. The people called, "come 
nearer." He came and the people said 

End of first part of Reel No. 49~ 

Remainder of Reel No. 49 is on reel but not spliced. 

Continuation of Reel No. 49--second part. Not spliced to first part. 

When the hyaena came they said come we will give you a big 
medicine to cure your family withi> He came°" The iron was hot and 
red (These words were said very loud and long.)~ They put 'tne 
Iron on its • Hyaena screamed Haaaaal They said don't shout. 
You wanted medicine. We are giving you grand medicine. They 
held hyaena and put marks on him. He struggledo They said don't 
struggle. The story teller repeated all this about the hot iron 
again 0 They the creator etc. held hyaena and said you are the 
last to be given medicine. We want to give you the whole medicine, 
so you will be a big medicine man. They pressed the hot iron on 
his leg. He shrieked and struggln and broke away she ran they 
took a bag of bones and threw it at him and said you will be a 
servant, You will eat only bones. He limped and ran away and they 
said you will stay where people have been living and eat the bones 
they have. You will be lazy and live in bushes~ You are nonsense. 
This is how things were done~ They burned his leg till it was 
broken and rotten~ This is how these things were done long long 
ago. The hyaena was the last to be marked. This is the story 



49--4 

It is finished9 This is the end. 

Then comes a chatter about their backs being tired. 

End of Reel 490 

The Name of the Story: Cha ia ka ku JNum i esse 
How the animal were made themselves4 

The whole affair was the giving of medicine /Num to the animals. 

i.e~ to make an arrow is ~Num 
to make marks is fNum 

/Num = medicinejp 

• 



R-\oO 
No . 44 

Translation made June 30 , 1953 . 

Ledimo . 

Translation of Gao ' s trip . 
V\r,..o.lJ.t /\.u.1l. r o -c,. (° 
ti L- .i-Jl\ . 

~Toma asks Gao to tell about his trip . Gao says he has no 
news . Then Gao goes on : He slept at Gautscha--went through Kon 
Koa , Gaia Gui, Ga Ha , Kao Karuma , Nau Nauma . He said there mot her-
in-law continues giving names of places . Drank water at Matasona . 
He went to JGauden Tau Pan , lGaru ha . He lived there . To /Naoto 
through the pans to Gagum mother-in-law. 

He cooked and drank . Guni--he ·lived there o He went in the 
morning to Gauhoa They ate manghettis and lived there . Next 
morning he Nent to Nadsi Ee went to Gai Ko No Ko he lived there . 
Yes mother-in- law . In the morning went to went to Bucha 
crossed it They went to and drank . sandy place to 
Bueta !Gani he lived then . They shot a buck . Can ' t take it 
down . 

Gao said: They crossed the sandy place of Guruding . Got 
water at (Garung lha They went along the Omarumba . To ati-----
Kubicha they lived there and drank water . To Jurikocha . Crossed 
sandy places . Next morning-- somebody said why do you say , Undai . 
ecause you have crooked legs . Get away . My mother- in-law , my 

father-in-law . 

Elephant name . I came to Qui ding se gasi . 
I found jeep spoors . This is how we wnt there is no news . They 
want us to say these things . Yes mother - in-law . Yes father-in-
law . ~e Yent to Tsa ·mau? e slept there . Nama Jna JGao go . n 
old lady slept there . We ent t hrough the bushes . Ye saw an old 
lady . She said "I am dead . " epeated . 

~Tuma told how when they went with John . Jokes . Somebody 
/Qui tgo . Someone said you are our people . If you were a man . 
You have no sense . If you are talking about sex . e met a 
I was swearing at it . 

Ledimo cannot bring himself to speak of sexual matters or 
jokes . 

They wanted us to go through t Nu Gu . You don ' t know hat 
you are doing . Let me tell . I told them to ta e open places . I 
told them they don ' t know things they should not go through the 
thick pl ces . ve saw a Baobob tree and stopped there . This is 
hof we did . We slept . In the morning Gui Guisi and ~Tuma 
le went~ t hrough thick bushes and found a nice place p e looked 

down and saw it was beautiful . e came by an ant hill . Someone 
saw a ~o c upine and said it was killed by a tiger . nother said no 
it is breathing , it is alive . ~hen we came near it started to run . 
I put an assegai in it . ~omeone ran away . I said don ' t be afraid 
of a or.cu pine . Kill it . We killed it . We made it cry , made it 
cry , made it cry . 



J ne 30, 1953 . /Gao Musician singing alone with //guashi . 

1) Song of j ealousy--G loa Tsi . man had two wives . He used 
word dem i . e . miss, as in misdoing . He could not please 
botn . He loved one better than the other . So people made 
this song . dho made the song? Does not kno . Carob to here 
from a distan..;e . 

2 Chi ba ba 
then a person has not a bag to carry veldkos and gathers 
many, he rolls them in branches of a tree and ties the 
bundle . The branches made this way is chi ba ba . man 
made such a bag nd when he ca e with it the people laughed 
at his poverty in not having a bag . Re took the //guashi and 
made this song . Does not ·now his name . 

Ay favorite song . 

~nd of reel . Tuning fork put on . 

No . 51 R - 102.. 

3) /Gara The to beg or to ask . 
This song ias made by someone who lives ith Demi tgo near 
Samangaigai . People killed an eland . He came to ask for 
some of the eland . He heard people talking against him 
saying he was coming to ask and that he had a short face . 
He made the song when he went home . They gave him some 
cooked m~at, not raw meat . 

/Gao continued singing alone with //guashi. 

4) Trees in the vind . 
When tree branches rub together in the wind Demi lgo ma e 
this song . Demi t go lives east of amangaigai . Jgain 
~a ru tsa //ami . 

'-,; 

5) Manghetti tree song , //ga tsi . 
Who made it? Dam who lives with his brother in the north . 
They travelled-visited at Samangaigai . 

Has /Gao made any songs? He says no . Words said in 
song 5). //ga tsi /nay . The manghetti has one song 
//Nay is one . //Ga tgu la old familiar . The manghetti (is 
in a) sandy place . !A is old (referring to an old material , 
i . e . the old bag in the milky way . ) cf . t Na=old for oe0ple 
or oig . =~ modifies sandy place . So the manghetti ' s i n the 
old sandy place . 



·50 & 51--2 

6 ) t Nune quay, rhymes with gray, name of a person . 
man Khue . He lives in North Samangaiga1 . He made the 

song himself . He married two wives . They did not behave 
well . They were jealous . He made the song about this . 
A chastizing song . ije says he wants to divorce both of 
them agd go to his own parents . Words say [Nune quay 
//Kxam~0 Jgay . Means IN followed his parents--zu tge=old 
people . 

7) JGa--the red winged partridge . 
bird, as big as? Between a partridge an a guinae fowl . 

Is good to eat . Has red under wings . Demi l go made the 
song . IGa tu-te te te te te te is the sound it mades (e 
as in ever .). 

8) IGain ~um~um--the stump of a tree . 
The song of a tree stump . }Vas sung before . See note . 

Good conditions for recording--camp quiet, little wind . 

Note on 6) tNune KhJe did not leave his wives and return 
to his old parents . He only wished tc . 



Recording, . . , 

lo 

R-- 'o 
J.·o . 52 

S! 

mp, July 1, 1953 . JU, //h. sh· y . 

1) Giraife--~irst //~ushay then two voices,// ushay . and 
1 U. 

2) Honey--s me, 1irst //Kushay then two voices, //Kushay 
and ! U. 

J) t Ungka, sang giraffe "lone, a ~e m·nutes . 

4) ·ore o~ hopping in circle game . 
1 Ho II I Ho game 
!Go-

eel No . 52 contin es with linguistics . 



R ,o 3 
f<..\0'1 
No . 52 

S.3 
July 1, 1 53. (Has women singing at first .) 

demonstrated fine distinctions in sound . 
ords which 

2 times 
with Eng . 
2 

Ku 
( t goo 
( Jgu 

tgu 

2 with .r,;ng . ghu 
2 ghu 

(/qui 
( l qui 

(khui 
(kui 
gui 

(/ghui 
(thwee 
(/dhui 

Jna 
1 ndl 

hll 
(in a 
c,nxa 

tnha 

meek,-no click, short sound, loN tone . 
water,- ·10 er tone, Dreathe out like in who . 
name ,- no aspiration , higher tone than water . 
sandy place,-Ledino can ' t see difference 

between name and this . 
to dig,-aspirated, high tone . 
to take,-lower tone than to dig, aspirated . 

a man's name,-not breathed out, high tone, short . 
elder sister,-high tJne, no aspiration, short . 

sore ,-khui . 
to play ,-sounds like gui to me . 
salt . 
shiva bean,-high tone . 
oil, an abscess,-high tone . 

hyaena,-lowtone . 

old, big,- long sound, aspirated . 
to get lost. 

name of a tree,-a is as in at almost aspirated. 
lice,-gutteral .. 

a burned place . 



o . 53 

\(e.ccc-decr- \-l-au.s £~u..st 

} .. \=~•j.,_... \.....,_,L, ... o 

- 5 per second . 

July 1 , 1953 . 
u !Nau 

!Nao 

fKai 

II i 

IIGai 

IGai 

IGai 

lKhae 

lk .. 
l.l. 

l ei 

I ii 

fgii 

lGo 

!Go 

t Go 

1 2 

1 

2 

rhymes with go , respect word , a short sound 
New? now? 

rhymes ri th ho .v , 
rain . 

to possess 

spiritual aspect effecting 

to command , they use this when they speak oi 

Gao fna making th world . Has a nasal in it . 
You close your throat be ore you start saying 
the or . 

to hol , no nasal . 

to carry, rhymes ith eye . 

a man ' s name - -Dam ' s son , lower tone than to 
carry o Ledimo ~annot make distinctio1 . 

to wait , rhymes with key almost but shorter 
higher tone . 

to die , no di ierence bet een to die and digging 
sticks Gao says . 

mortar , lower tone than to die and longer . You 
pull it says Ledimo . 

the digging stick 

to se , Ga ' s last pronounciatio n as in the 
follo ing order 1) to die 2) to sew 
3) mortar . 

elder brother 

nut , inside of ant , Ledimo cannot make 
distinction . 

a cl ud of dust or smo e , lower . 



1st 

3 

3 

2--53 

!Gho 

Go 

Kho 

//Ga 

( J/Ga 
( 
(//Ga 

( IG a 
( 
(Ga 

C.Of" \.-\-au-s ~c:.,_s--t"' 

T"J ..,..~ ,,.,Je...... l ..,_ .l..·......_;;:, 

aspirated gutteral , means male , lower tone 
than brother . 

not g·tteral, no clic , long o , means 
flower , genual ord f0r flowers . 

to ait a little while , (IKi means wait . )i . e ., 
wait ior me at that place . 

i~nghetti , higher tone than belo to wash . 

Gao (to be satisfied a!ter eating , lower tone . 
says (- -
no dif. ( t o wash , same as manghetti . 

heart , gutteral 

the ground , harder than the x sound in Xama . 
Same as in name Gao , very gutteral . 

Gao ' s last recording is in order : manghetti , wash , heart , 
ground . 

~Gara 

tGara 

IKhara 

(//Ga 
( 
( u 
(//. 0 

(/Gao 
( 
(/Gao 
( 
(/Ghao 

;ifGao 

Gao 

fr·e d , high tone , long pulled out . 

to beg , low tone , shorter so nd 

to go thro gh , i . e . through a pan , to ourst . 

2 a woman ' s nam , short sound, higher t one 
than// o . (you strike it . ) 

a man ' s name . 

2 a buffalo , high tone 

man ' s n me , lo er tone , more gutteral . 

short , aspirated , means strength . 

man ' s name . 

man ' s name-- no difrerence in pronunciation 
sa s . 

~nd of .. recording . 



~c__o..-k·- \-\ --a.u--s £~"--s-l--

~1~\'(~tex- kit~ 
eel .N . 53 

continuation from . . I . Kung Bushman words hi h 
ill strate fine distinction in sound . 

July 1 , 1953 . .. t 15" per sec . middle o ' reel No . 53 
change was made from 1-5 to 15 . 

Tsi 

Tsi 

Tsxei 

2) ~onsonants 

Toa 
cta 
sa 
zuma 
tsi 
dole or dore' 
na 

sha 
ju 

younger brother . 

veldkos . 

tortoise, lives in ater 

to . avoid or respect , softer t ' s , to laugh same 
sound as to avoid . 

Inguana , Tsxei 

t s ha i to dance 

kwova 
goru 
xama 
KX IKxung 
ng t ungka 

h ha hara que 

1 nd of eel 53 . 



3) Vovels 

i si 
a da 
u gum 
e debe 
o do 
a a ha, him or her 

4) Diphthongs 

ai 
ui 
ei 
au 
OU 
oa 
'tVe 

ur 
1 
2 
3 
4 

;ifkhai 
/qui 
ei 
/gau strength 
/gou bad 
gloa aveldkos 
we come 

numbers 
a veldkos 
a kinship 
to run 
mud 
a smell 

term . 

R- \os' 
No. 54 

1) licks 

/ga 
//ga 
Iha 
;ifga 
;ifa 

Mr . \estphal's 
dental 
lateral 
palatal 
alveolar 
alveolar 

numbers 
1 
4 
3 
2 

Velkos Gao pr~nouncing na es as n mbered in , . ,lestphal 's 
list. 

~nd of Reel No. 540 



The number 99 was assigned to the translation of Reel No . 42 

(original number), as the translation and card were separated . 

The translation has now been put with the card,and the notes com-

bined . As a result there is no Reel 99 . See Reel 92 . 
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