
T·he Bushman recordings w:ere made am.ong the !Kung 

Bushme.n of the Nyae Nyae area of the Kalahari Desert in 

South West Africa near the Bechuanaland Border~ at approximately 

20° South Latitude., 20° East Longitude. 



In the driest~ most untraversed parts of the Kalahari 

Desert in Africa live the remnants of the Bushman race . They 

are a small people with yellow skin and curly black hair• an 

enigm to anthropolo ists . 

Bush en h ve no crops or herds or settled dwellin s . 

Carrying, all they possess , they constantly move from place to 

place to gather wild roots or nuts or berries where they ripen. 

The en hunt withs 11 bows and poisoned rrows . 

(usic nd d ncing re hi hly developed art a ong the 

Bushmen. ~he music on this disk is from t .be 11Qlng Bushmen of 

South West Africa , The first selection i one .of the lyrical 

type of songs which the singer composes to express a mood or a 

feeling about an event . Bushmen songs have no words except 

occ sion l ones like 0 woen or "a good thingtt , inserted ad lib . 

The lyric type of song may be ung, sin this recordin , ith-

out accompanyment, or may be accompanied by a little ftve-stringed 

h rp . 1.KJlng Bush.men also play the musical bow and a on.e .... atringed 

violin type of instrument. they have no drums . 

The other selections on this dis re from the ceremonial 

music . The i Bushmen believe that the two great God who live 

in thee stern and the western sky, give them medicine ong which 

c n cure sickness and ward off the evils that b:efall mankind . The 

songs bear the names of powerful thing - elands e.nd gir ffes , r in 

and su , .mambas and bees (or honey) . 



On the night of a "curing" dance a fire is lit . The 
women sit close round it singing and clapping . The medicine 
men and the other men dance in circle around the women, singing 

while they dance, their rapid, precise stamping steps producing a 
sy phony of sound with the clapping and singing. Dance rattles 
of dried c coons wound around their legs are the only j;nstruments . 

hen the singing nd the fire h ve activated the curing 
power which is in the medicine men, they go into trance and begin 
to c~re· the people . They touch e ch one with fluttering hands 
while singing the medicine song , going frequently _to nyone who 
is atually ill•, but "curing" ·all, to dri e way unknown evils 

th t might be lurking . The evils flo out of the people and into 
the medici.ne men through their arm • The w ils and shuddering 
groans in the ceremony are p _tterned utterance symbolizing the 
suffering endured by the medicine- men while the evils are 1n the.m. 

After curing sev r l people, a medicine man throw up his ar and 
shrieks an.d t .his c st:s the evils out -of him. 

In the daytime the people are afraid. to mention the evil 

spirits,- the //g u si.- but in trance, a medicine an w·11 shout to 
them where th y may be hovering in the darkness, hurling .sticks t 
the nd obscenities, telling them to take back the evils that they 
sent and go a y. Then the medicine m nm y fall into deep trance 
vhieh is oalled h lf death . Other medic,i .ne men in less deep trance 

attend him. Meanwhi l e., the singing and dancing continue . The Bush-
mens y the songs protect the medicine men in their ordeal . 



The last music on the disk is part of a boy 
initiation ceremony., the Choma. It was introduced perhaps 

some eighty ye rs o into the lKung culture "when the fathers 

o,f the present old men were young men. •• A t Kung married a 

woman '-'from the south'* , where or from what people the 1Kung 

did not know . ~hey said the man le rned the Choma fro his 

wife ' s people and brought it back to his own people . In the 

dance the boys are in a huddled group in the center of a circle 
of men . en and boy dance slowly around and around for hours , 
stamping and shouting . The cries represent, though they do not 
imi t te exactly,. the sounds of the world around them., which the 
boys must learn and not fear . 



S I D E A • 

Band l - Bushm n. A Bushman woman sings a song expre sing the 
ple sure of finding //karu~ a succulent wild root which 
is one of their favorite foods .. 

Bands 3 & 4 - Bushman. ,'lisahia. an old . edicine wom n, and two 

other old women sing some of the giraffe medicine music 
given her la a dre m by the gre t God who live in the 
e tern .ky . 

Band 6 - Bushm n . A c remonial dance du.ring which sev·eral medicine 

en re in tr nee• perfo ing their curing ceremony . The 
music, which bas the g1.rafte meclic.ine, we.a given to 

1 Nisa 1n . 



M SIE DE L'H MME Paris, le 10 Avril 1957 
MUSEUM NATIONAL D'HISTOIRE NATURElLE 

PALAIS DE AILL T - PARIS-16• 
T E L E P H ® N E Al> S Y 7 4 - 4-e 
HL~GRAPHE M US ETH N 0 

R~F~RENCE A RAPPELER: 

Cher Monsieur, Chere Madame, 

Votre disque de musique Bochiman est enfin termineo 
J'en ai envoye deux exemplaires par avion au Docteur Brewo 
J 1 espere qu'ils sont bien arrives et que vous les avez entre 
les mains. 

Excusez-moi je vous prie pour le retard avec lequel 
ce disque parait. Cela a ete un enorme travail et de la part 
de Madame Grimaud et de la mienne. Il ya certes bien des de-
tails dont je ne suis pas tres content,mais je dois dire que 
les analyses musicales et. les notations me paraissent absolu-
ment excellentes et que 1 1interet de ce travail musicologique 
meritait qu'on y consacre autant de tempso Il n'en reste pas 
moins que cela a beaucoup tarde et encore une fois je vous prie 
de m' en excusero 

Je vous prie de recevoir, cher Monsieur, chere Madame , 
1 1 expression de mes sentiments les meilleurso 

Monsieur et Madame ~ARSHALL 
4 Bryant Street 
CAMBRIDGE-MASSAC HUS SETS 

(U.SoA.) 

G. ROUGET, Assistant 
Departement d'Ethno-
musicologie. 



MUSEE DE . L'HOMME Paris, le 9 Novembre 1955 
MUS~UM NATIONAL D'HISTOIRE NATURELLE 

PALAIS DE CHAILLOT - PARIS-16• 
TtLEPHONE : PASSY 74-46 
TELEGRAPHE : MUSETHNO 

RH~RENCE A RAPPELER : 

Cher Monsieur Marshall, 

Je vous ecris en Frangais pour gagner du temps. 

Les deux bandee magnetiques (tapes 7 1/2 inch 
per second! single track) ont ete envoyees aujourd1hui meroe 
par avion a 1 1adressa suivante: MARSHALL, 4 Bryant Street 
CAMBRIDGE MASSACHUSSETS. Ces deux tapes sont 1 1im.age exaote 
de ce que sera le disque mais au point de vue technique le 
"dubbing" a. et" mal fait et ne vous inquietez pas si la 
qualit" du son n'est pas bonne; le disque definitir sera 
bien me:fl1laur. 

Les travaux ont ete retards, d'une part paree 
qu'il a ete assez long de trouver des pi ces de musique , 
pygmee qui soient r"ellement proches de celle des Bushmen, 
d'autr part parce qua j 1attends., pour faire le "euttlng" 
de.fini tif du disque, d 1avoir regu le "derna.gne- tizer" pour 
mon Ampex. Apropos je vous remereie tres vivement de 
vous etre ocoup des spare parts pour mon tape recorder. 
J 1attends qua 1 paquat rriv. 

Vous trouverez., ci-joint, la liste des pieces de 
musique composant ohaeune des deux bandes, aveo des refe-
rences pour les musiques Bushman aux notes que le Peabody 
Museum m1a renvoyees au mois de Juin. 

Madame Marshall pourra done commencer a penser 
au texte qui doit se rapporter aux differents enregistre-
ments Bushmen qui oomposent ee disque. 

Vous serez peut-etre etonne par la fagon dont 
les pieces de musique Bushmen ont ete choisies et certaine8 
vous paraftront peut-etre longues. Amon sens le choix de 
Madame GRIMAUT a ete tres bien fait et elle a ete guidee 
uniquement par la gualite de la musique. Je vous de:mande 
encore une fois de mettre a part la mauvaise qualite teeh-
nique du "dubbing". Je serais heureux d'avoir votre op n1on 
veritable sur ces deux disques. 

Je vous nrie de transmettre a Madame 1"18.rshall 
mes tres respectueux homnngas et de recevoir, Char Mon-
sieur, 1 1expre s~ion de mes sentiments . las ~leurs. 

G - 1-o C)---t , 
G. ROUGET, Assistant 
Departement d'Ethno-
musieologie. • 

Monsieur i'-'.IARSHALL 
4 Bryant Street 
CAMBRIDGE - MASSACffiJSSETS 

(u.s.A.) 



MUSIE DE L'HOMME 
MUSEUM NATIONAL D'HISTOIRE NATURELLE 

PALAIS DE CHAILLOT • PARIS· 16• 
Ttll:PHONE : PASSY 74 - 46 
T E LEGRAPHE , MU5EIHNO 

R~FEREI-.ICE A RAPPELER : 

Pris, le 9 Dec mb_ 19 5 

Cher Monsieur Marsh 1 , 

Le "t p ' que j vous i nvoye par a.,~_o 9 
vembr vous et- bin parvenu? e rec ant p s d 
ve les de vous ace suj t • tre ass z 
Tous avons it out c q nous von pu po r ue ce 

vous parvienne a mps a vou savez paut-etre qui 
un r~ (strikes e 1a a on ' aris et peut Stre 
cause de ce 1 1 xpedition n ' pa pu etre fate. 

Je vous a 'g ement nvoye un telegramm.e 1 
pou vous prevenir de 1 1arr vee de ce 'ta e'. 

o-

es "cutting· du ' ... 1.1 ster ' te fa.it cet p·res-11"..id. • 
J 1 spere voir un epreuve des "stamping pl t 'dans un 
uinz in o ame V:arsh pen e-t-e le a son text ? 

Merci nu.lle _o s pour e sp ~part e 
u::. me sent b en parvenu o Malheureuc,ement 1 n ' 
x ' eut' qu rr.oitie ape n em- com~ nde et 

de ieces, notamnent le De 6 net zer, n 1ont p s 
die es. vou e per et t z j e vous enver·rai .1a 
ui ma.nque en vous en nan de fa ~e une nouve 

oup 
xpe~ 

liste de ca 
nde 

pour mo • 

Pour le reglement du 'bill voulez-vous que no s 
tten ons que es trava.ux e publ c tion de disque ushm n 

so t termin ' ? 

vous prie e r nsmettre a 1 dame rs all 
mes resp ctueux hor11 ges et de vou oir r ec vo r , char 
sieur ~arsha 1 , 1 1 expression de mes sentiments les me 

¥.on-
leursc 

1onsieur IvTAR 
4, Bryant tr 
C :B IDGE - }'f 

0 -

LL 
t 
SAC U E 

G. ROUGET, ss stant 
Departement d 1Ethno • 
mu co logieo 
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Band 1 - Bushmen - Solo a e femme - Original tane no 30 (no 3) 
/ 

Band 2 - Pygmee - f.folo a.e femme -

Band 3 - Bushmen - Chant de 3 vieilles femmes - Original tane 
( no 1) 

No. B.1 

Band 4 - n " II ti u " " No,B.,, 
(no 2) 

I Band 5 - Pygmee - Choeur de femmes 
,. 

Band 6 - Bushmen - HGirafreu - original tape no. 

S I D E B. 

Band 1 - Bushmen - Danse de Gautsha - Original tape no. 20 
I 

Band 2 - Pygmee - Choeur m1xte et tambour nour une danse. 
I Band 3 - Pygmee - Concert de eris pour une danse de j eunes gens. 

Band 4 - Bushmen - "Choma" - original tape no E.2 

/ / / Les enregi stremen_,.ts Pygmee ·)Ont ete fai ts narm1 les Babinga 
Bangombe de la region de Ouesso, (confluent de la Sangha et du 
Yoko) dans le territoire du Moyen-Congo Francais, par 1 1 exned1-
t on Ogooue-Congo (1946) uar MM. A. DIDIER, Profes Reur au Conserva-
t01re National des Arts et Metiers de Paris, et G. ROUGET. 

I 



a .<, . r3r--ew 
(] c(o H /-c""elle~ 

l~u..see de l) Hall/I~~ 
• 

r°al i's c:Lca Ckc,llor-

far-,' ICo ~,.. nc<:- . 
I I 



S I D B B . 

Band l - Bushm n. usio with giraffe medicine . The women are 
singing and the men are dancing to act.ivate the ouring 
power of the medicine men before they ·begin their 

curi~ ceremony. 

Band 4 - Bu,shman. The Choma, a boy initiation danoe . 



TRANSLATION Musee d.e I ' Homme 
Palais de Chaillot 
Paris XVI, France 

February 7, 19.56 
Dear Dr . Brew: 

you . 
I .. ave just received your letter of February 3 , and I thank 

- I tP.ke note that the date of the recording of the Bushman 
music is 19.5J . 
- The term "Licence Contrenoint• is not your conyr ght . I forgot to inscribe on the label: 'Copyright by the Peabody 
Mu s eum and · t h e Musee de 1 1Homme . Public auditions , dunli-cation, r adiodiffusion forbidden . 9 This notation will be 
in the t~io languages . 

- It is understood that we must ada 181..,1:ASS . , U. S . A. 1 to 
11 Cam~ridge" this seems to me uReful . 
- To include a suoken announcement at the beginning of each of the songs it would be necessary to remake the discs en-tirely, that is to say make cuttings of nRW masters and make new stamping plates . This would cost a lot of money and would take much time . I believe therefore that it will unfortunately be necessary to forgo this . I believ 

- The title of each song will be , as you suggest , indicated on the label . 

- You will find attached the list of the songs used for each 
of the sides of the disc , with the numbers of the Marshall catalogue . 

- To the subject of the booklet , the solution that to me seems the best would be to make a booklet comparable to that of my 
Musioue .. -aure • a sample of ~hich is attached . This boo 

let is composed of four pages : 

a) a short text by me of the general presentation, 
b) a text of a uage and three quarters by Mrs . Marshall giving information on the Bushmen in general e.nd on each song in q o<) L v particular. .~ f.J.P 
c) a text of Mme . Grimaud. of arouna a ne.ge and thrAe quarters giving some generalizations on the music ana musical analysi of the differ ent pieces . It will be good if the booklet could carry at least one photograph related to the music of the Bushmen . This booklet ~11 cost around 22 , 000 francs . If it is published in Frence and F.nglish it will be necessary to multiply the cost by two , that is to say 44 ,ooo francs and add 
around 10 , 000 francs for the cost of translation. 

r{''-' '' 
"VJ 
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- The envelope of the d..isc will not bear the title. 

I would be very happy to know whether the copies on tape 
that we sent to Mr . and Mrs . Marshall in November have rAached 
them safely. 

In awaiting your reply, I ask you to receive , Dear Dr . Brew , 
my kindest iishes . 

Monsieur le Dr . J . O. BREW 
Directeur du PSABODY ruSEUM 
of Archaeology and Ethnology 
Harvard University 
CAMBRIDGE 38) MASS.ACHUSETTS 

(U.S . A . 

LWR 
February 13 , 1956 

/s/ G. Rouget 

Assistant, Departement 
d ' Ethnomusicologie 



BIDE A. 

Band 1 - Bushmen. - Solo d@ femme - Original tape n° 30 (n° 3). 
Band 2 - Pygmee - Solo de femme-

Band 3 - Bushmen - Chan·c de 3 viailles tlemmes -Original tape n° B 
(n°1) 

Band 4 - u n ff " " " " 
Band 5 - Fygmee - Choeur de femmes. 

Band 6 - Bush:men - "Gira_ffeu - Original tape n° 11-9 

SIDE B. 

Band 1 - Bushmen - Danse de Gautsha - Original tape n° 20 
Band 2 - Pygmee - Choeur rnixte et ta.mbour pour une danse. 

u (no2) 

Band 3 - Pygmee - Concert de eris pour une danse de jeunes gens. 
Band 4 - Bushmen - "Choma." - Original tape n° E 2 

Les enregistrements Pygmee ont ete faits parmi les Babinga Ban-
gornbe de la region de Oues so, ( confluent de la Sangha et du Yoko) 
dans le territoire du Moyen-Congo Frangais, par 1 1 expedition Ogooue-Oongo (1946) par M}'1. A. DIDIER, Professeur au Conservatoire National des Arts et Metiers de Paris, et G. ROUGET. 
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