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The Bushmen in this film are JKung 
or the Nyae Nyae t-egion of St rrth 

51"\Att West A:tx,,ica. ,,. 
N/UM TCJ-IAI, Which means medicine 
dance; is a formalized curing . 
cex-emony. 

The film 1s in two parts . An 
1ntroduction,show1ng typical dance 
scene and explaining the r-
meaning~preced.es the :film proper 

N/UM TCHAI 
The ceremonial dance o:r the IKung Bushmen 

A..- f'ilm from the 
Bushman Film Studies of 

JOHN MARSHALL 

Photographed on a 19S7 expedition 
sponsored by the .Peabody Museum 
or Harvard University 
and the Smithsonian Institution. 
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The med.ie me d8-'fl()e of th Nyae 1'Tffe UCung is a 

common occurance. The people begin 1n easy mood. 

More jo i.n lat;ar as the f'el'vor of the dance increase.a. 
On e.:..i'l average they dance about once a. -week, usually 
at night and of·ben Ql_ night long . 

The eop'.1 a ·take p_eas e in. the must and th 
t J?J:1c • rig a-"'ld adtn. re exc ollent 

A th.t> h they are eng· g in a ser1.ous mony 
·00 h.eal • he sick nnd ward off evil, they are ·not 
aol Jlntl or in a:we. The people act together for 
tlei~ well-being • 

I 1s the women•s role to clap and ing, sitting 
around the dance f.ire. A oman may dance a. turn 
01 to if the mood _a upon her .... al rays with 
dignified bee..ring . •J.1he men, singi also, de.no 
aroUl:,.d the women, first in one di:r-ection and then 

the other. 



Women 1 s h-B.:s.~ds 

Volume un f or a 
few seconds . 

Men ' s fee1'l .• 

Volume up a 
little . 
General dance 

Id. 1en' being 1ed 
around dancing 

/Gao iusic 

L..,oked at one 1111ay, .,he p~ar .. ose o th singing 

ai.-,.d dancing is to nmke so J in other i, ord to 

p:rodu.ce music, the speo1al medicine music of thee 
ceremoniea _., 'l'he songs hav$ no4f wox-da, but they 

hava name: Rain, sun. Honey, Gi~affe• Eland• 
all strong thin~s, the JXung say, Dur-ing th 
nig.ht they sing tho so11.gs over and o er, paus-
ing to rast briefly, s tarting up .again with vigor. 

The om.ants olapping hands • • •• 

•• • (no narration) . • • 

. • • . and the m ·n•s stamp1.ng feet are the a.ooomp-• 

any1ng percussion 1nst enta . Some of the man 
beat out th ba io rhythm. Othe~s put two and 
three 1ight steps onto th one basic be_at -. 

(Wo narPat:ton while feet so -d for a few seconds} 

The SKung believe that the songs a~e given by the 
gx-eat god, and that thej ha,ve medicine - n/~ • 
a mystical potency capable of o~tng, dangerous 
if too strong. ~/Ulll exist in the music and th _ 
danc fire, ut the ost important deposit is in 
th medicine men, who are cal.led Pium 1ocJt° or 

"owners of medicine" . Among th lKung" almost all 
men become medicine men and praotic at some tirde 
1n theiz, lives . 



N/um Tchai 

Curing 

Volume up for 
a few second • 

Trance - 2 or 3 
faces. 

In the atn1osphore of th . danoe their mediein 

becomes nhot 0 
7 the JKung sa. • The medicine men 

begin to pe:vrorm thei~ o'l.tt'ing ritual. They may 
already be 1n light tranoe by tbls time. They 
go to all the people again and 8~gain, laying on 

heir f1utte!iing hands to dl."aw out :manifest 
sickne sand unknown ills. Their formali~ed 
g~gles# g:rronts and shrieks show that this is 

-'ff;'llr\· _rk. 

(No naxaration) 

Th.e iKung use no drugs to induoe trance. Only 
medicine men g into trano and thy do so only 
dl.ll'ing these curing ceremonies. Although their 
b haviour is formalized and 1-n gene:ttal th ame 
while they- a.re in trance, the degree o:r tl'ance 

va~ie in depth, and ind vidual dit.ferenc a ot 
emotional response a?"e apparent. Some men s&em 
nevel)' to lose themselves completely. Others 
al'e deeply withdrawn. 



• 

Volume riaing 

Rushing around 

Med. :miu1 lyi ng, 

Fade-down en med.-
man l ying, be i ng 
oar,ed for. 
Fade up over 
title ... 

N/UM TCP.AI 

Mo st of t hem go i nto a f o:r~maJ..iz!Jd t:rensy, gur•gling 
and slll:liek:lng. 

{M nar:Pn.t t on a.s volume of sofind rise . ) 

In t h i st;a.t t hey may get up and r un about. They 

f tLl :tn "-he tirei throwing burning coals on thei:r 
ha~ r: they ln1.sh out, hurling sticks into the duk-
nes~. Thus they p:r-ot ct people, for in th davkness 
the dead may bG lurking, seeking to bring sicknes,s 

or c eath t o aom.E one. ?omen sometime lllake gestures 

to honor, the medicine men and to show a.pp1--a,ciation. 

At le.s,t,. s ome of. the medio1.ne men fal l into un!-
oonsoiousneaa, which the I.Kung call half--death, 
believl that their spirits lea re their bodies . 

·1eclio1ne men it1 lighter trance mu.st care assid-
u.01.1Rl7 f.o r t hose in half-death, protecting them 

with t heir• me ieine. 

The peoJ!e in the film which follows have danced 
all nigi:1t ann .are continuing into the d&:im. The 
m. dicine men az.e still curing. At the end they 
fall :tnto deep trance. 
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to be red by 'ic 

The working titl of th film 70 ar , about to see is , 

nir/wn Toh.al ... ~e ceremonial dance of th I ung Bushmen"• 1'h 

anc was. photogPaphed by John Marshall, 1ho mad th awa.rd-

w!nn' hg .film or JKung l1t, "The Hunters0 • 

Except for the ddition of the ~ound-tr ck and t w 
minor change , , this v rsion of the f1l.m is final; at this 

ti&• howev r, it mu t be viewed as a wo~k-1n-pro res. T.b.e 

film is edited by Frank Galvin. Sound r cording 1s by teholas 
Ro.gland. 

This dance too place on 
Peabody-Smithsonian ped1t1on to the y 
South W st Afl'·ic • 

during a Harvard-
Nya re,g1on of 

In:f,oz-mation on re1ease and ,r 1la.b111t my b obtained 

from: Laur nee • rshall, 1~ Bryant Str t$ c ridge. mss. 
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In h r mt d ti.on to the f , Lorna 
follow to sayi 

• h · l h .S· th 

Th Jung b liev that t God put stro • e'lll' and 

protec-t1v • ow call d n£um(mod1cine) into th ed1c1n n 
d al o to p opl . m.ake tth 

t 1 t t, cl 4 1ngi • Th 1 1n the 
dano cir<ll 0 • 'I'll vok to oure 
th · 1 if ti· 11 . nd 

o s1bl 11 int opl th t f t 

on th 1 han • . ) cl.Pan out the ills 
oth , inging, 

d throw! th 
a 7• Thei fo l z d oan and hr1 · s a. o show ho 

ha.rd t 

trenz 
an cur 

a to do. 

c1r·cle to d ty 

y hri 

di in 

y till 
OU: fro 

s e by 

a,-, th p1. it ot t •e •. ad 'W'ho 

cou1d be lu:rldng n ar,. s ek! to br tortune, · 1c ea , 
or · ethtoth opl.J • fh-n they t · 11 r d ply into· tranc, 
till thy 11 in wh t they c ll ha.lt•de th, hen thei~ p1r1ta 

y le ve th 1r bod1 The, . diaine. n 1n light r tr • c • 

must c e ror to 
t 

ho e in ha.lt-death till the1 ts 



Tb.e people have dance all through the ntght and into the 
ming. They are acting togethe1-- t -o ward oft &v1l ana quell 

anxiety.. 



To be rintec : 

I 

The Bush 1en or this film are J ~un.~ of the U~a ] a.o ~··ee 1.on of 

out1 .est Afr i ca . 

fo~ nlize 

. ony, 

,, 
danoe 

C l 1:-.:.n,g C r -

and as a _ egula.r ar· of i - ., Jo nto ·ranee 

An i.ntrod otion ::;,om ·thinw 0~ he 

dance tr fil 1, 

/urn Tcha ' w J.C 1 sho JS \Jh _d a ·ticul ,r 

dance a..l'l.d h deep trance or t h me · i c in. Yll n. . 

f 

7 



!/um Tcha.:t 

\J 

1 

1rhe edicine dae-ce • a connuon occurr no . On an 
¼Irv r~u 

a.vera ·e t . .:.e Gn unu dance .,_ out once 

c./G •. i.Jht an often ttll ni -· t lo • 

-t is the women's rcle t cla end s:i n J , sitti 11• 

Flround the • -1 n.on, 

si :..n· ls , l~~=t;e1'3'~ .em:...,, fi 

in th 
anc t no_ 

A. 

The o. lo take ple sure in t e i,1usic and the 
dancing, and ad.1_iro e el ent Je 
Al ou. ~h they are enr,•aged in ·I ro , 

1ea.l~ the ick and ard • of __ evil, 

they are ot solen or in aw 
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iedicine man 
curing 

baby -hands 

shriek - race 

Med.man lading 
others in taanc. 

3 races ovi -
arolllld /Gunda 
/T1kay. 

re are many dedicine men among the ung. 
They ev 

anyone who 

to eure poss! 

mystical medicine Q cure 

111, d also 

est, 

They go to all 
/ the people, si~ing and laying o their 

hands to d;pa out the ills. The formalized 
d shrieks are to how how difficult 

After dancing for soree hours. the medi ine 
men begin_ to go into trance. <bl tije earlier 
stage,s of tr nee they are in a kind of 
frenzy. They rush about. perhaps setting 
fire to their hair, and throwing brands of 

the .fire into the veldt to drive away the 
spirits of th dead, who may be lurking there 
seeking to bring evil to the people. 

As time goes on tranc deepens. Some men 
ar more gifted than others at inducing 
trance, or more interested in doing so. 
They differ in thei~ expression. Some are 

frenzied, - Others are calm. Some appear 
never to completely lose themselves, while 
others fall into deep unconsiousness. No 
drugs are used to induce the trance state. 



/Gunda 
Ai~ cJ O-M-U ~rWVl 
In the film, N/um Tc~111, the people have 
danced all night. At dawn, and tor a few 
hours in the early morning,when the film. 

·was taken. several medicine men, particularly 
t his young man, /Gunda, go into deep trance, 
which the JKung call halt-death. aThose who 
are less deep 1n trance mu.st always care tor 
t hose who are in half-death. 



To be 

The :$ushmen of this film are JKung of the UJ'ae Nyae reg ion of 
South West Africa . 

N/um Tchai means ttme~icine 
medicine men perform their 

part of i\ go into trance. 

' 
~: a_ 

dance. During 
~"-f eu~.- oerome.~, andJas a regular 

lUl w~<>- ( 
An introduction to explain something of the dance"comes lJefore 
the .film, N/ um Tchai, which shows the e:r;id of a particular dance 
and the 

J 



.I 

C 

\ I ... ...... '"---·-. 
IV\ 1:lA~w: I• 

-, 
/ I 

0 

i~~o ie' 
~> 

v . 
.,...., 

-~~--l'd.:a..t!k~ ' ~~.dr::~l{;.~~~T"Wl~~~ 

• 
• J 

(),' f 0-,\ 



t';,i 
I 

/ 
\ 



3 



I 
t+ 

~i . 
I ~ ~l ( VJ 

·f tw) 
Q 1M~ 

I 

rte I 

(tut/ 

I 8 /-rtv 

-

.¼ =t€v a;u;;NCt, 



f_ao'' ~. 
// 

40 + 
:;;) \~c) 2 

b)~ 
~it~ 

\ 

. ) • 

,~,. 

Y)~~ 

S) 



.,.. L 
C 

OLL I G-

..,,. ,,,, 
~' 

r Cl. \-I~ ., ') 

Q .c q 
I 

I • ( 
r.r-... \. .... -~ 

( If 

--"' 
..----=, J v ' -"" 

...__. 
,;~ 

,. L~ ,...-
/C .. 'i,: ---/ 

J 
r~ 

,.. V '-, """"-"' i L,. -"-. \...- f"'.,. 
) "' 

r I .... ( I e.-, ,I ,,. 
)t-·,_, f.', 

.2 1 '( 
N$11 

\ 
,, ,, 

'Jlf i 3<" ) ? \ "' \ ,,, 
..l '=> 

2. Cl\ 
j - , v __.,. 

30 2 

v 31 ' ,e 

.3i.. ' \ o--... Io :I 

V -.J> 5 ) ,v-- c--~ 

-; 
·3 4-v er--, 

3 .., 
I 

4 G '=,:>-
,1!1· ~ 

) 

..,....,., y J I... v~ t- rx 
V 

L I ~· J -">--:. -......... 
2> ' ~ - = ( .... I c./ ' ... I ,:-

1'1,,,-, ......... ~. > 
"1 

(, oJ 
I d < --! '< r' ,L 3, ... ., =j:: ,... 

I _/ 
1'. 

.,_ ,-. (,) 
" J' ~'b •( 

:>"'. 



s 
' 

+ 'u • • l, f 5 t~ 
' 1' C CJ:4 ~, 

I l u 11 A /4 "-' a_ .,-,------ L _ 
~a -~~--- / 

l4---t 
I c_ ' 

-·r-o v 
w, /l::'. .~ 

----



~t-
y~a..,i;a,,~o ' 

(. 
v' ,. 3 ... l ) - l 
I •I 

V lj 

') " , 
?,l/,.'1'$) 

I"" 7 

Y:i 

v q 

o/ / C 

/-. "' ~t_ ...... .,._ .... lt~ .. 
C ,.._,,.,; f, \ i; 1.'1.-., \ .:. I .,_,. 

j"' .._ 

y ---'.;- 'v .. 
<, 

':> ,..~ t:-• 
(.., 

\...·\_ .. y 

{ ~\ 

Nrl'"' ,t..t 
I• ''b Y,--t (\. \ 

,,.,. fr) 

;,,/ I "''i 4""'; 

J 

) ~ .c. - I 



... 

h-

I i---



I 



,A 7 
(_ 

7 . ' 
~vVvv v ' . V-

J. Q,1.~ l6 a.ii· C!. • 

fi f ' riv--

\ ' -------- • 



I. 

)1 'I'- H 
" .r \.,_. 

I\ '\ II 

~b, /'L ,. ) I .., 
.,,I 

V ( 

k ;i.. 

:::, . } 
2,. 

2 

)-,-

{ ( \) 

').. C6 '-
'R 

( ) 



1 
J 

l 



9 

, 9 o LM,c;- h~ 

t~~/1,UM. 

Q_oJ-P 



I 3o .. u J) 
J 

),(,.. 0 - ----, q_..:,. J- ')I( 

I f t I {aL (. , 

c)__ 

:a. \.3 1 ' 
t, \ ? 7 

3 """ _\ c... L__ 7 ( -
\ 

..., 
' 

\ 
{ 7 J 

2 ( 

;/ ~t 
.,; 

.f r . y 
J'- 'J "",t--

..I 
I 

16._ ) 
o'-" :>t 

I ) ' ' ' ci I I Lo -') 
i . l'l 

"" i I 

9 ), 6 -~ ., :7 ,!7 

{ 
, )._.. ) r, \.-, \ 

V I > .. 
4 ) v .\ I 

';) ,J .) VI ' X . 
... • 'l L· ) r r-; 

.,.J 

/1/ ~ ' ' -~ ,., ~, ,-
j \ 

I,, ( "-

V ,\ I ,..-;;, ._ ..__, 
I " 

V r I._. l I 

/,/' , .) ( ' .. ._,,,,, 
i/r I , (;.- I 

(,,,,,. } <../; " \ . 
I 

( -- ) ,;...-

'-"" I 1" t t- :i..t -



.._, 

I)- u -
oM 9/A) 

¼-/v: 
ft~ 
41/wr t:xo/ 

tl 

cJL 



tk, 7//1 / t~ 

. &,~ ~£., 

' ( h~ f;_t aJ 

~J ~v 
. W7lt 

A 1 1 
:a:~ t 

. 

a_ 


	400320901
	400320902
	400320903
	400320904
	400320905
	400320906
	400320907
	400320908
	400320909
	400320910
	400320911
	400320912
	400320913
	400320914
	400320915
	400320916
	400320917
	400320918
	400320919
	400320920
	400320921
	400320922
	400320923
	400320924
	400320925
	400320926
	400320927
	400320928
	400320929
	400320930
	400320931
	400320932
	400320933
	400320934
	400320935
	400320936
	400320937
	400320938
	400320939
	400320940
	400320941
	400320942
	400320943
	400320944
	400320945
	400320946
	400320947
	400320948

