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DIGGING STICK . 

Veldkos Index 

R. Story 

FIRE . - S'fICKS 

R. Story 

- digging sticks can be made from it. 
Ttis a shrub, 10' - Story has no l Kung or 
Auen name for it. Cf Story, p~l02 

Rhigozum brevispinosum (4946,9255) is aaid 
to to be what Bushmen digging sticks are made 
of in "Some Plants used by Bushmen .. n,south 
Africa Botanical Survey Memoir No.JO, see 
P-45(no i~lustration) • 

See MS of article ttBotany of the Bushmen" Published 
in South Africa-1965, Ch.VI for description of use. 
Woods used are Grewia retine~vis and Catophractes 
alexandri. ( pl)-r. 
Cf Story,nsome Plants Used .by tp.e Bushmen •• tt South 
Africa Botanical -Memoir No 30. for descriptions and 
photographs . of abo~e, PP34 and 45 
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ARROW POISON-, mixtures 

"1tA.'l.-
l~ #110 

( 1 hwi -~ R . S . ) 

xaxxxili2x 

Sansevieria scabrifolia Plants, p.17) 
juice from the leaves are mixed .with 'the beetle poison . 
to make it adhere. It is not poisonouB.(V-L) 
Cf. #56 - is this a duplicate or root of above with 
slightly different name? listed as !hui, ghui, gJvi 
(LJM) ~hwi (R ,S.) R. S. Letter of - says 
l/56 is -Sansevieria sp. near .§_ .. aethd.opica ~b. 
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322- 411-

C.C.Handley 
(411) 

R. Story -· 

D son Notes 19 1, pp lT.5, -Bow and quiver making. The 
uh bush is me~tioned ... 

Dec., 19$2- p.25- Bow is made from any green wood. 

MS of ttBotany of the Bushmen•~ pub. in Sou:bh Africa-1965, 
Ch.VI:" ... The h i-mting bow · is made from Grewia flava 
almost invariably. n • 
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ARROWS - Reeds for .... 

connecting piece~ 
//gama 

,--

ARRmvs- Reeds for 

#100-/~-n o n/ n 
n o 
/n/ n I o ( R. S • ) 

Panicum sp.#101 (R.S.Note ·on V~L. )(Cf #81+ is • 
a duplicate of #101) Compare Story note on · 
sip sticks which he calls p~i. He also says • , 
Gikwe name for panicum is pe. Are they the same? j 

Common English name· is elephant~ss. But 
almost any reed or grass may be called elephant 
grass, so· this is not to b.e considred an i~dent-
ification. 

Phragmites communis Trin, ·1dentification by 
R.s. in letter of 10/17/55. He adds nr found it 
growing in a water-hole a bit west of Gautscha t 
the day I was out with John ... I run almost cert-
ain that this is the place that is marked Tin-
tuma on ·the maps that I have here." 

. . 

Specimen at Botanical Museum of Phragmites 
(#333 ·from Gautscha Pan), identified by R.S. as 
such ·and 0 used by lKung for arrow shafts & 
called by them :a //r~:n.' o (Cola). 

• Phragmites commonly used over the world as 
arrow.· shafts. It has long- segments. 
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~UtJIX ~~---
ARROWS •- Reeds for . .. 

Other 
V 

Andropogon o anus. R.S.in Botany p.94 saysn ... other choiees 
"(for arrovl' shafts from the culms of robust grasses, onee, 
commonly used being A.goyanus_y,~~.~ squamulatus./ 
Dr. Schultes of Applied Botany Dept; Harvard, says some 
of the arrow shafts are Andropogon sp. 

Note: Story's Notes, Veldkos (222- Aug.1955) has this: 
Reeds - arrow reeds are Bere (rhymes with hay) is a tall grass, 
all sizes. 

LJM - Misc. 
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Re: elephant grass. Acc·ording to · Bebster, ~lephant grass i$' 
Tysha elephantina, an old world cat-tail. Papyrus is a sedge. 
Cyperus papyrus . Pamapas grass is Cortaderia argentia 

. I 

ie none of above are Phrac;mites communis. 
JM. BEWS, an authority on grasses, says elephant grass is 
panicum purpirea, etc. • I 
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host to: 

caterpillars 

scale insect 
(gum) 

lgaon #99 

s: Jgaon 

Burke a africana. (R .. S.) host to two edible caterpillars Nudaurelia bellina.,,, and Cirina forda Westwood. (R.S. Some Plants - p.24-) 
v-Je s wo ocl 

Richard Lee, by word of mouth, says insects leave white blob on tree. Heated, crushed, kneaded, it is used as gum for arrows (q.v.) 

sangoon(LJM) 

The yellow gum -from an acacia, which is used for arrows and for cementing ostrich egg shells (R.S~ field note~ 
L: Acacia meliflora 

1 • 

If>\.(! I I ' n 0.. ( "'.._ ,t i l3r~r :-:B r '™'1 vJ (, K) 
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GUMS for Arrows 

Black gum 

, I 

-GUNS for Arrows -
Yellow gum 

,.......-.-.... ................. _..;...,. ___ ......,.,,~,.......i..,;;...,;;...~~,...:._ ___ _.,.... ________ 

Tobe.is the lKung name. It is cooked, made from pitch 
of a bulb, Annocharis tinneana - Richard Lee 1.s identific-
ation. 

V-~ #98. LJM spelled it tovo. This is incorr~ct acc:ovding 
to R.L. 

Tobo is on gum-stick 

!gaon is the !Kung name. ·V-L #99. LJM spelled it sangoon. 
It comes from an acacia, and Story says that the sa.rne 

gum is ·used to ceme,ent cracked ostrich-eggs!' Richard 
Lee says it is Acacia meliflora. • 

I ,! 
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GUM for Arrows 

A 'black gum A scale insect (See Handley, Dec.1952, p.28) He says 
crushed en masse and kneaded between fingers. The re-
sulting black gum is heated and twisted onto a stick. 

Richard Lee (by word of mouth) says insect leaves a white 
blob on Burkea africana. The substance turns black when 
heated. 

J .. 

I Cf. Story p. 24. Two, edible caterpillars live in .this 
tree (B. a.fricana), the larvae of Nudaurelfa bellina..., and ·1 

Cirina-forda Westwood. vJe..s-dv.) o oe,,,,.. 1 

The JKung word for this tree is Jkttu (Story) . 

ARROW POISON - Bru.~k chewed for~. ·11pP.,lying ...• 

//hau 

N za 

' ~,., .gou 

/1113 

#112 

(S) J gau(LJM) 
#111 

A tree. The probable identification is Lonchocarpu.s 
capussa. s. (R.S.green paper). The bark is chewed and 
used to mix with poison or over . the poison as a lacquer, 

(V-L) 

A tree. Theyrobable identification is BoscQa albi-
trunca Burch. (R .. S .. Some Plants .• p.21) Bark used to 
makesticky liquid for lacquering arrows. (V-L) • 

Acacia detinens Burch. (B.S .. Some Plants. p22) The 
bark ·was chewed and produced a y~llow liquid in the 
mouth . . This was spat into the poison mixture~(V-L) 

(Is this the White Heart Tree? see ACACIAs) 
(Mass Horticultural Society said haakdoring is 
Acacia Burkaai, which R.S .. says is ·not found around 
Gaustcha area ( • • 

- -------------------------[ 
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SIP STICKS -
• Ado. ,'\I · 

OU '.:JX -----------------'~-·-

Call~d-~ (like pay). This grass is all around werfts where · we found them. //lruil is biggest diameter, ca.me from Jffari and comes only from there. It grows like grass - ·many stalks together in one clump. Has red flowers.R.S Veldl'.Cos Notes, Au.g.1955 -222-p.5) This is the complete note. Compare //gama #101 which in above is identified as grass of arrow connecting link, and in R.S .. green papeD as Panicum sp. (his /14987)-tthr which he says .E§. is7Gikwe name. 
(Oakley paper on Bakwa Bushmen has sucking reed as I stem of one of the Asclepiadaceae - (Brachystelma . or Ceropegia?)). 

SPRING-HARE PRODDER 

224- 411 Dyson Notes, 1951-p.7 

chi chi 

------------ -

10 7 plants used in hunting 

825 - LJM - pm May 6, _1953. A parasite comparable to mistletoe. children trap bmrds _ by smearing a pole with sticky_ substance. 



What is the grass in the film? 

rtf\, (qt\ft-~ 
We have names of two grassesAaitnong .notes: Phragmites communis 

and Andr~poe; n gayanus var. squamulat~s. ~e· ~(M~ .... Ii,"' 1~1 /J..J>:·'~":l•<,c• 
WW .-Q ~i, ~ -4""-- 16.J.. -~ ovv '\...tY\ a_ I..\ ,.~ .... , .. ..,...,. 4-\,.1::: ? • W v, Ct,./.,f!,u.t\..-1. 
Ov\ w tv-oai.. ~}.L a, ,ti~ ( c. o-t<\;_ ~c k-) 

There · ~re -two.- kin s •- o-f- ·~tB.af s: -~ those -·with only .. one- segment-,- and -t h os e 

with several. Is· the 1-atter- one of,-the ..: above? ... 

What is elephant grass? encyclopedia says none in Africa, but 

L ews says it is Panicum,1.•1hich is used for connf3Ct ing pieces. 
ere.Cl 1"-~ ~ °"I ,, '\ (YV '? • h ~I dtt eu \( ~CLV:. 

R. Lee Acacia meliflora DV"\_ 
n Annoeharis tinneana 

J. W. 
• t 



lKung Hunting Equipment Notes used for film 
pages: 

_____ 1~9~5_1 __________ 322._::_J!-ll Dyson - woo_d. _________ _...._, 2_, __ .,J-_ ___ _ 

31- 411 gum l • 
-----------325--- - 41:1-:-----...,..,.,1,u~ta ,5 
----------~22~411 hunting 1, .l, 4-, 5 ,_7-,11:_;_ __ _ 

13,23,24 11 

---------~34- -- 4~I 1 

- ___________ 411 b I on~t..._ __ _.__ _____ _._ _____ _ 

- c{oc,:, 4 e.22...:::.- --------- -11--Arrows-&- P-o-is-o l 
_--'C-July_ 3 _0-:.__--=l=-=lc....1-------=27 8_ -_ 411 __ l3r_ew-3)IA_J_o urnal. _________ 3'4--------~ 

Sept 21 278 411 Arrows & Poison 1,2,3,4,5,6 
--Oct- 411 ' 1 

Dec. 224 C.O.Handley notes 1-40 

, I 

lKung Hunting Equipment - Note1:r used for film 

I 

' illj Feb. 411 - 278 Pra.ct. Knowl.etc. 
·! 

1,2 

Feb 10 278 2 n n 10, l,_2 

Feb-l8 .5 7 6-~-41-J.--s-t err 1-e-s-, - go-ss ip 1.,2 

May 278 - 192 Veldkos, linguistics 2 

May 2 224~~11 Hunt:L ·: 
June--13 411 - Arro-ws-&- -P o-:tso --1 

June 26 278 rt n 1,2,3,4.,5,7 
ff t1 7_8_~1 n tl 6 

July-17 Lµl 1t 

July 23 278 - 192 Velc!kos., lingufstics 2 

----- ' 



JKung Hunting Equipment Notes used for film 

22Lh_-_ ltll _ _ Ayg l_O ______ -= Gau.tscha hunting 1-6 
--Aug- 12 411- --278 2,J, 

j. 
8214. n n ti n 

192 4_11 tt 'u 

5 
1 

411---- 4-3i 6 

278 Misc., Stars 1 
:1 
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